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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 249 ~i<>n of 

1 9 6 1 

IN'l'HODUCED BY )' ESSHS. PECH AN, JlEUGl~H, SARUAF, 
STH;FEL, ~foOHEESII .AND J{AJ,)IAN, l''J~BHUATIY 20 lOGl. 

¥£ iiPM 

Rl~FEHHED TO CO)Dtl'L'TEI~ ON S'rA'rE OOVERN~iENT, 
FEBHUAHY 20, 1001. -

AN ACT 
Amcn<liug the net of April !l 1!)20 (P T, 177) cntitJc.11 ((An net providing 

for mHl r'!organizi11g the <'onduct of t110 executive and ndministra-

th·c work of the CommomvNdth by tJw lhccutivo Department 

thereof arnl the ndmiuislrnth·c departments boards commissions 

an<l olliccrs t11crcof ineludiug tho boards of tmstees of Stato 

Norma 1 Scl10ols or Teachers Colleges n bolisl1ing creating reor-

ganizing or authorizing the rcorgnnizntion of certain administra-

tiYe departments boards and commissions defining the powers and 
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duties of tho Governor an1l other executive and administrative 

· .. 
- ofliccrs :rnd of the scffNal :u1ministrntivc dcparfml'nts bo1rnls com· 

mi~ions nud <lfi1ccrs fixing the salaries of the Governor J,ientcmmt 

Governor and ccrtnin other executive awl administrnfivc officers 

proYicling for the appointment of ccrlnin administratiw officE.'rs 

and of all deputies arnl other assi~hmts nncl cmployes in certain 

departments boards nnd commissions and prescribing tho manner 

in whirh the number nnrl compens.'ltion of the deputies and nll 

other as~istants and employes of certain departments boards and 

coinmigsions shnll be determined" crc:lting a Depart1nent of 

'Mental ITealth 1leflning its powers and duties transferring Stntc 

mental institutions nnd their boards of tmslces into the depart-

mcnt transferring powers a111l rlntics of the Department of Public 

W cl fare and the Secretary of I1ublic "r elf are relating to mentnl 

health mental disease mental defects epilepsy and inebriety and 

the care anu treatment of patients to the Department of Mental 

Health or the Commissioner of :Mental Health and making appro~ 

priations 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Jiereby enacts as follows 

- ' ,.. ·--·- -~-~- .-·)~':. 
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Scdion 1 Section 201 act of April 9 1929 (PL 1'17) known as "The 

Admini:-trnli\'O Cotlc of 1020" amended July 13 1957 (P IJ 859) is 

nuit'.'11t1c1l to rNHl 

Section 201 Exet·nli\'c Officers Administrative Department& and 

JndC'j1Cl1tlc11t Acl111i11istrnti\'c Hoards nnd Commissions The executive and 

6 
. admini~trnli\'c work of this Commonwealth shall be performed by the 
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Excculi\'c DL1p:nt111C'llt con!.'isting of the Governor Hcutenant Governor 

8Cl'l"C I Ill',\. (Jr I he CollllllOll\\"Calth A ttorncy G C'llCntl Auditor General 

Stntc 'l'rC'a:.;mcr Se('rct:uy of Internal Affairs and Superintendent of 

Puhlic lust ruet ion h.v the Executive Board and the Pennsylvania State 

l>otiec h~· the following n1l111inistrati\'e departments Department of 

State DcparlmC'nt of .Tmticc "i>cpartmcnt of the Auditor General Treas­

ury Deparlmc11t Ut>parlm~nt of Internal Affairs Department of Public 

Justruction Department of :Military Affairs Insurance Department De­

J>artmcnt o(H:rnking Department of Agricultnrc Department of Forests 

and \\TntC'rs Department of Mines and :Mineral Industries Department 

of Highways 1>Pp:ntment of Health Department of Labor and Industry 

Department of ]•nblic \Velfnro Department of Property and Supplies De­

partment of HcnHJUe [an1l] Department of Commerce and Department 

of ~fcntril Ilf'nlth awl hy the following independent administrative b9ards 
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1 and commissions PC'hnsyh-ailin Game Commission Pcn11sylva1iin :Fish 

2 Commission State' Civil Senicc Commission Pennsylvania Public Utility 

3 Commis$ion :rn1l the Pennsylvania Historical __ and Museum Commission 

4 All of the provisions of this act which apply generally to administra· 

. 5 .. tive departments or genornlly cx<'cpt to the Department of tho Auditor 

6 General nnd . the 1'rc:umry Department shall npply to tho nxoC'utivo 

7 Boar<l nm] to tho Pennsylvania State Police 

8 Section 2 Section 202 of the act is amended by amcn<ling ns much 

9 thereof as applies to the Department of Public 'VoHaro 1nncn<lc<l Do· 

10 comber l 1959 (PI, 11364) and December 21 1959 (P Ti 1044) nnd fHhling 

11 before the last paragraph a new pnrnrgraph to rcatl 

12 Section 202 Departmental Administrative Ilo:ml~ CommiMiom n111l 

13 Ofliccs The following Loards commissions nnd offices nro hcrol>y plncc(l 

14 and rnade departmental administrative boards commissions or ofl\ecs ns 

15 the case may be in t11c respective ndministrativo departments mentioned 

16 in the preceding section as follows 

17 * * * 

18 In the Dcpartme11t of Public Welfare 

19 Board of Trustees of Youth Development Center at Canonsburg 

20 [Board of Trustees of Allentown State Hospital] 
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[Jfoar<l of Trustees of Di:<mont State Hospital) 

Uo11rJ of Trustees of Hazleton State Ho~pitnl 

B1n1rd of Trustees of I..ocust. Mountain State Hospital 

Board of 'l'rust<'es of N1mticoke State Hospital 

Board of Trustees of Philipsburg State Hospital 

Roanl of Trustees of Scranton Stnte Hospital 

11oard of Trustees of Shamokin State llospitnl 

[Bonrd of 'l'rustees of J,nurelton State Village 

Board of Trustees of Pc11nhurst State School 

Board of Trustees of Polk State Sc11ool 

Board of Trustees of Selinsgrove Stato School) 

Board of 'l'rustees of Hamburg State Sd1ool and Hospital 

* * * 

Ju the Department of "Mental Health 

Board of Trustees of Allentown State Hospital 

Board of Trustees of Clarks Summit State Hospital 

Board of Trustees of Danvi1le State Hospital 

Board of Tn1stees of Dwnont State llospit11l 
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1 lloanl of Trust~es of r~mbreeville State Hospital 

2 llo!ml of Trustees of Eastern Pcnnsylrnnia Psychiatric Imtitule-

3 Board of Tr~1stres of Farvicw State _llospital 

4 lfoanl of Trustees of Harrisburg State Hospital 

5 13onnl of Trustees of Hollidaysburg State Hospital 

6 Board of Trustees of :Mayview State Hospital 

7 Board of Trustees of N orri~ow11 Slate llo;s}1it.al 

8 Boaril of Trustees of Philadclp11ia State llo$pifa1 

9 }foard of Trustees of Hctrcat State Hospital 

10 lfoar<l of Trnstces of Somerset State Hospital_ 

11 Board of Trustees of \Varren State Hospital 

12 Boar<l of Trustees of \Vernersvil1e Stale Hospital -

13 Board of Trustees of \Voodvil1e -State Hospital 
·-' 

14 Board of Trustees of Torrance State Hospital 

15 13oar<l of Trustees of J,aurelton State Village 

16 Board of Trustees ~f Pennhurst State School 

17 Board of Trustees of Polk State School 

18 Board of Trustees of Selinsgrove State School 
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1 All of tho forcgoiug departmental administmtivo boards and com-

2 missions shitll be organized or rcorgnnizcd as provided in this act 
(, 

3 Section 3 Section 2!)3 of tho net :unendcd July 13 1057 (J> l.s 852) 

4 and December 21 1059 (P f, 11H4) is nmended to read. 

5 Section 203 ·.Advisory Boards ancl Commissions Tho following ad· 

6 ,·isory boards nud commissious arc placed in and mado parts of the l'C· 

7 spcclive nJmini:strntivc drpnrtmcnts as follows 
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In the Department of Military Affairs 

State .Military Hcservation Commission 

State Vetcraus' Commi8Sion 

In the Deparhl}ent of :Forests and \Vatcrs 

State Forest Commi&ion 

J<'lood Control Commission 

In the Dcpa1·tment of Health 

Advisory Health lfoard 

In the Department of Labor and Industry 

I 
Industrial Board 

Advisory Council on Affairs of the Handicapped 

.Advisory Iloard on Problems of Older ''l orker5 
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1 In the Jkpartment of Publi•J 'V rlfare 

2 Stato Jjoa~·<l of Public 'Velf are 

a - ,\dvi~ory Committee for the 1\ging 

4 Advisory Committee for the Blind 

A1lvisory Committee for General and Special Hospitals 

6 A1hisor:-· Committee for Children ant? Youth 

7 Advisory Committee for Public Assistance 

8 [ Atlvbory Committee for ~fontal 1foa1th] 

9 In the Department of Property au<l Supplies 

10 General Galusha-Pennypacker :Monument Commission 

11 In the Department of Mines 

12 Coal Hescarch Board 

13 In the Departlllent of Mental Health 

14 .Advisory Council on Mental Health 
,. 

15 Section 4 Section 206 of the act amenrlcd July 13 195·7 (P L 852) 

16 is amenderl to read 

17 Section 206 Department Reads Each administrative department 

1.8 E:hall have as its head an officer who shall either personally by deputy 

19 or by the duly authorized agent or employe of the· department and 
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l. subjrct nt all times lo tht> provi:-i1mi:. of thi!\ iwt rxrn·irn the pow~r~ aml 

2 pcl'fol'nt the duties b~· Jaw \'(•stc1I in Awl i111po~rd upon the. department 

3 The following oflicN<5 ~hall be tlJO hcilds of tho administrative 

4 <lepartmcnfs following their respc~ti\"c lifJes 

5 Secretary of the Commom\·l·nlth of tht1 l>l'p::nt111ent of State 

6 .Attorney General of the Dcprnlmcnt of ,Jnstico 

7 Auditor General of the Dcp:ulment of tl1c Arnlitor General 

8 Stntc '1'1·ensurc>1· of the 'l'r<'asm·y Dopnrtmcnt 

9 Secretary of IntcmaJ Affnirs of tl10 DepartnlC'nt of Internal Affairs 

10 Superintendent of Put.lie Just met ion of the Department of Public 

11 Instruction 

12 Adjutant Ocncrnl of tho Dcp:ntment of :Military Affairs 

13 Insunmcc Commissioner of the Insuraneo Department 

14 Secretary of Banking of the Departml'nt of 13anking 

15 Sccrcta1·y of Agriculture of the Department of Ag1·iculture 

16 Secreta1·y Q{ Fornsts aud 'Vat(ll'S of the Department of ~·ol'ests 

17 and 'Vaters 
i . 

18 · Secretary of !lines and llinenll Industries of the Department of 

19 Mines and Minel'al Industries 
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Secretary of Highways of the Department of Highways 

Secretary of Health of the Department of Health 

Secretary of I.abor and Industry of the Department of J,abor and 

Industry 

Secretary of Public W" clfarc of the Department of Public '\T elf are 

Secretary of PropNty and Supplies of the Department. of Property 

anti Supplies 

Secchny of Hevcnnc of the DC'parfment of Hcvenuc 

Secretary of Commerce of the Dcpnrtmt'nt of Commerce 

Commissioner of :Mental Health of the Department of Montal 

Health 

Section 5 Subsection (a) of sectiou 207 of the net is amended by 

amending the first paragi·aph nmewlcd ,July 13 1!J57 (P J, 852) and 

adding at the curl of the subsection a new pnragraph to read 

Section 207 Appointment 'I'he Governor shall nominate and by 

and with the atlvice and consent of two-thi1·ds. of all the members of 

the Senate appoint 

(a) The Secretary of the Commonwealth the Attomey General 

tho Superintendent of Public Instruction the Adjutant General the 

Insurance Commissioner the Secretary of lfanking the Secreta1y of 
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1 Agriculture the Sccrctriry of Forests nml Waters tho Secretary of 

Mines the Scerctary of Highways the Sccrcltuy of Health the Com-

:a missioner of the Pcnnsylwmia Stato Police the Scerelary of I.abor 

arnl Industry the Sccrntary of Public w· cl fore rhc Secretary of Property 

and Supplies tho Sccrntary o{ Hcvcuno the Secretary of Commerce 

the Commis~-ioncr of )lcntnl Hcalth aml the members of all independent 
i> 

7 administrative boards and connni8~ions 

8 * * * 

9 Tho Couuuissionc-r of ~fental Health slrnll be a psychiatrist with 

10 at least. seven yetws' trniu\ng aml cxpedcncc in the t'arc of patients 

11 * * * 

12 Section 6 Section 4'18 of tho ad is nrncntlcd hy atltling after clauso 

13 (h) a new clause to rend 

14 Section 448 A(lvisory Boards and Conuuissions Tho advisory boards 

15 and commissions within the several administratiYe depal'tments shall 

16 be constituted as fo1lows 

17 * * *' 

18 (i) The A<l\.·isory Council on ·Mental Health shall be appointed 

19 by the Governor on the advice of the Commissioner of Mental Health 

20 and shall be COIDJ>-Osed of both laymen and professionals in the field of 
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1 mental health 'flrn)· shall senc for stnggerc.I terms not exceeding fivo 

2 (5) years without compensation other than reimbursement of travel 

3 and other actual expenses incurred in fhe pcrfon11ancc of their duties 

4 The .Advisory Council slinll h:.wc tw'1nly (20) rnemlwn of whom five (5) 

5 shall be trustees of State mental institutions fh·c (5) members of the 

6 Pennsylvania :\fodical Society mul fen (10) to be. hymen 'rho Advisory 

7 Council shall select its own clrninnan nml ~hall meet nt lcnst twico 

8 a year nt times n11d places of its own choiro 

9 * * * 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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Section 7 The first parngrnph of clnuse (1) of !=cction 448 of tho 

act added December 21 1959 (P I~ 1044) is nrncJH.l('d to rend 

Section 448 Advisory Boards and Cornmhsions Tho ndviaory boards 

and conunissions within tho several administrative dcp:utmcnts shall ho 

constituted as follows 

* * * 

(1) The following advisory committees are l1ercby created 

Advisory Committee for the Aging 

.Advisory Committee for the Blind 

Advisory Committee for General and Special Hospitals 

Advisory Committee for Children and Youth 
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] Advisory Committee for Public As:Sistancc 

:2 [Advisory Committee for· :Mental Health] 

.a * * * 

·4 Section 8 Section 2302 of tho act clause (a) amcwled July 13 1957 

.fi (PL 852) and c1ause (e) added October 2 1959 (PI .. 1002) is amended to 

.() read 

Section 2302 Definitions As used in this article 

8 (a) "State Institutions" shall mean and include all [penal reforma-

9 tory or correcfiollal institutions hospitals for the insane or any other· 

10 institutions for :fccblcmindcd or epileptic por:5ons or] ~stitutio1~ for 

11 jur£1nilo dolinquents and dependents nnd charitable institutions within 

12 this Commonwenlth rnniiitaincd in "hole Ly the Commonwealth and 

13 whoso boards of trustees aro departmental administrative boards within 

14 tho Department of Public 'Velfare 

15 (b) "Chil<lrc>n's fostitnfions,, slrnll mean any incorporated or unin-

16 corporatc1I organization society corporation or agency public or private 

17 whid1 may receive or earn for cl1ildrcn other than children with mental 

18 disorder.:\ or emotionally disturbed children or place them in foster 

19 family homes either at board wages or free or any iudiviuual who :for 

20 hire gain or reward reeeives for care a child unless he is rclatell to such 
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l ('hild by Llood or 11rnrringc within t)ie H't·o11<l drgrcc or an,:-· irnlh·idual 

2 not in the regular employ of the court or of nn '-'rganization society 

-

3 . n55ociation or ngcnc,v 1lnl~· cerl\tic·(l h:-· the lk111~1·tmC'nt who in :my 

4 manner bccomea a p~rt:-· to tliC' placing of d1iltln:·n in fo:::.tC'l' homes unle$:S 

5 he is related to sn('h cl1ilrlre11 by b\oot\ or mnrringc within the f'Ccoml 

6 degree or is tho duly apf>ointc<l gnardin11 thereof 

7 (c) "~faternity Home Rn1l Hospital" i:ihall mC'au any house home 

8 or place in which within a 11crio1l of six mo11tl·1~ ;rny person receives for 

9 care or trc~hncnt during prc{!;rlllncy or dming Ol' immediately after 

10 ])Rrfuritiou more than one wo11rn11 C'Xecpt womrn rdatc'1 to such person 

11 by blood or mnniag0 witlii11 1110 H'1•0111l 1lcgrC'O 

12 (cl) "Supervised Institution" shnll mean :my cl1nl'itnhle institution 

13 within the Commomn'alth which rcccirns finnucial assistnncc from tl1e 

14 ·Commonwealth either directly or indirectly and to which the Oovcmor 

15 does not appoint any member of the lw~ml of inspectors managers 

16 trustees or directors [all homes or places within the 0oJ11monwealth in 

17 which any person of unsound mincl is detainerl wJienever tho occuparit 

18 -0r owner of the house or person having charge of such person of unsound 

19 mind receives any compensation for custody control or attendance ot1ier 

20 than as an attendant or nurse and also nU institutions houses or place.s 
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1 . in w11ich morn than ono such pcnion is detained with or without com· 

·-
2 pcmafion paid for cmtody or attendance] all rliilrlrcn's institutioi1s antl 

3 maternity homes and l1ospitals within the Couunonw<'alth all homes 

4 or }\ospitals for crippled children within tbc Commonwealth except the 

5 State Hospital for Crippled Children all [prisons jails] hospitals alms· 

6 houses or poorhouses maiufaincd by any county city borough township 

7 or poor district of this Commonwealth and all institutions nssociations 

8 and societies within this Commonwealth into whom cuo the custody 

9 of delinquent dependent or neglected children may be committed and 

10 all houses ::tn<l places maintained by such institutions associations or 

11 societies in which such children may be kept or detained 

12 (c) "Institution for adults" shall mean any incorporritcd or unin· 

13 corporated public or private organization society or association including 

14 any agency of a county county institution district or municipality which 

15 provides for food shelter aud some service to adults or which provides 

16 rehabilitation training guidance or counselling to the blind or visually 

17 handicapped or to the physic.ally [or mentally] handicapped including 

18 but limited to the following homes for the aged and infirm nursing 

19 homes convalescent homes placement agencies for adults general a~d 
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1 spl'dal hospitals f nuJ institutionil. for mentally ill and defective ndulta] 

2 r~lmhiHtation t•{•ntl•rs having living-in arrnngeinents workshops and fndli-

3 ties for tho rohabilitation of the visually [mentally J or llltYsically haudi· 

4 canucd and all organi?.ntio11s for the prevention of blindness 

5 Srction 9 Snbs~tiou ((1) of ~cetion 2304 sections 2308 2309 2313 

6 2:11a.1 2313.a dnuso (5) of subsection (a) of section 23113 of the act. aro 

7 rt• Jll' 1t lt·J 

8 Heetion 10 Sub::edion (a) of section 232::J o{ the net added Mardi 

9 20 Hl56 (P 1, 1302) awl the first paragraph amended Julv 13 1957 

10 (J> J, 852) is amended to r<'fl.1l 

11 ~el'lio11 2:l2:l Strnly CIRi:.silirntion null A~::;ig11mc11t The Department 

12 of P11hli1• Wclf1ur shall Jinn• the powN mul its duty slinll l>c 

18 (n) 'l'o PstnhJi:'h an1l n1h11ini~f('r a program tkBignr1l to nssist tho 

14 .T11vf'11ilr. Co\ll'ts :rnd otlwr 1rnh1ir Rlltl 11rivatr. ngcncics on their request 

16 in tho cliagnMis nrnl stucly of j11\'l'11ilc tldinqucnts and (If children with 

16 f mcnfo) Or 1 }1('}111\'ior lJrOJi!C'm~ 1111<{ to )"('COll!JllClld to them the most 

17 nnnro1iriato tlil'-positio11 for tho rchahilitlltion nnd treilhneut of such 

2·Hl--SW--2 
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1 

2 "hildrcn but when lol'al studies iwlieatc the uccd or when it i::. n••tur:;lr•l. 

3 may indmlc rc~iilcntirtl ~tucly of tl1u ehildrcn in ccntcrl\ which the 
. . 

4 1lr.oartmcnt is lierchy authorized to establish :111d oficralc 

5 * * * 

6 Section 11 The ad i~ mmmded hy mldi11g after Article XX 11 [ tl 

7 IWW :HI ielc to n.•ad 

8 Article XXICl-A 

9 I>owcrs nml Duties of the Department of ~1 cut al Ilcnlt h arnl 

10 Its l>cpartmcntnl Admiuistrntivc awl A~hisorv 

11 Bo:mls aml Counnis.~io11s 

12 8cction 2301-A Powers and Duli<'s in General The Dc11:~~·tml'nt of 

13 Mental Health shall have power tllHl its ,tuty ~hall he 

14 (a) To adminish~r and enforce thn laws of this Commonwealth 

15 relative to the prcvc11tion of mental di.sea~cs mcntnl defect~ epilepsy 

16 arnl incbricty the admission :rnll <"Om111itrneut of mental patients to 

17 hospitals for mc11tal di.::ca:scs and i11:5titntio11s for mental tlcfccti,·cs 

18 anil cpilc1isy and the transfer discharge escape interstate renditiun aml 

19 deportation of mental patients 
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1 (b) Suhjcct to any iuconsiste11t pro\·isions rn this net contained 

2 !P_Erovc or disappro\'o the ad\'ico and recommendations of the several 

3 boards of trustees of State mcntni institutions other than the Board of 

4 Trustees of the Eastern l'cnnsylrnnia Psychiatric Institute 

lS (c) 'l'o exercise all }}OWCrs nnd perform all duties relating_ t~ 

6 mmtal hl·nlth mental discas(>s mental defects epilepsy and inebriety 

7 and the ~aro n1Hl treatment of patients heretofore imposc<l upon or 

8 rcqui1·ctl of the Dcp:.utnwnt of Public Welfare and the Secretary of 

9 Publio Welfaro 

10 Section 2!302-A Commissioner of )lcntal Health In addition to his 

11 other powers nud duties ns head of the Department of :Mental Health tho 

l 2 Conunh~iom·r of 1fo1:tnl Health ~hall develop plans aml programs ancl 

13 make rccommc1ulntio11s with respect to the general policy of tho Com-

14 monwcalth's mental health program He slmll initiate develop and carry 

15 into effect p1ans a11d programs clcsignetl to prevent treat and cure tho 

16 mentally ill He slinll nppoint the supcrintcmlonts of State mental institu-

17 tions who in turn shall assign appoint aml tfomi~ }lCrwnncl of tlrn institu-

JS tions 

19 Section 2303-A Definitions As usc<l in this article 
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1 (1) "State Mental Institutions" shall ineau and includo ·all institu· 

2 tions and ]1oepitnls for tho insane· or any other institutions for foeblc· 

3 mined or epileptic persons and drnritablo institutions ·within this Com· 

4 monwoalth maintained in whole by tho Commonwealth and whose boards 

5 ?f trustees are departmental administrative boards within the Dopart-

6 ment of Mental Health 

7 (2) "Supervised Mental Institution1
' shall metln nll houses or places 

8 within the Commonwealth in which any person of unsound mind is 

9 detained whenever the occupnn~ or owner of tho house or person having 

10 charge of such person of unsound mind receives any compensation for 

11 custody control or attendance other than as an attendant or nurse arnl 

12 also all institutions houses or places in whi<:>h more than one such person 

13 is detained with or without componsntion paid for custody or attendance 

14 Section 2304-A Supervisor~· Powers Tho Department -0£ lifental 

15 Health shall have supervision over 

lG (a) All State mental institutions 

17 (b) All supervised mental iustitutious as defined in this article 

18 (c) All children's institutions within this Commonwealth in which 

19 mentally defective mcntaJl_y retarded or cmotionaliy distmhcd children 

20 arc treated 
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1 SC>ctioi1 2305-.A Visitntions Rnd Inspections Tho Department o_!, 

2 :Mental Health shall have the power and its duty slrnll be 

S {a) 'l'o mnke and enforce rules and regulations for a visitation 

-' t~xnmination and impcctiou of all supcn'iscd mcntnl ~institutions 

5 (b) To visit and inspect nt least once a yenr all State and super-

6 vised mental iustitutiom~ to in9.nirc and <'Xflminc into their methods of 

7 instntction clisdplinc detention care or treatment the care treat.ment 

8 Government or m1magcment of their inmatC's or those committed thereto 

9 or being detained treated or residing therein tho official oonduc~ 

10 the.ir inSJ)Cctors trustee's managers directors or other oftic.cr or offie-0rs 

11 charged with their management L~· Jnw or otherwise or having the 

] 2 management l'are custody or control thereof the buildings grounds 

13 premises and equipment thereof or connected therewith and all and 

14 ~ry m~,~tcr and thing rclntiug to their usefulness aclministration and 

15 management and to the welfare of the inmntcs tliereof or those ~ 

1,.6 mitte<l th<'reto or being detained trc-a~C'd or rc.~iding therein 

17 For these pmpO$C'S t11e C-0nnnh•i-ioncr o{ Mental Ifoalfh or other 

18 inspector or agent of the tlcp:n-trncnt shall have free and full aceess 

19 to tlio g1·ounds premi~cs nnd Luihlings o{ antl to all the records books 
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1 <>r papers of or rclrttiug to any such State or s11pc:::vi~rd mental institn· 

,, 

2 tion and full opJ}()rfunit~· to interrogate or intcnicw any inmnto thereof 

3 or any person -or prrsons <'Otnmitfcd to or being <lctaincd fr('atcd or 

4 rcsidin~ therein nrnl all persons conncctctl with :my such State or 

5 supervised rnentnl institution as officers or chnrgcd with the nrnnng_r· 

6 mcnt thereof hy 1Rw or otherwise or in nny way having tho care custody 

7 control or managcmeut thereof or conncctccl therewith as cmploycs 

8 arc hereby directed and required to gi\'C to the Commissioncr of :Mcnhtl 

9 Health or to such ofHcl'r inspector or agent of the department such 

10 mrans fnd)ities and opportunity for such visitation examination inquiry 

11 ~nd interrogation ns is hereby proviclcd and i·cquire1l or CTS tho depart-

12 !ncnt by its duly ordained rules or regulntions ma.v require 

13 (c) 'Vhcncvcr upon tho visitation examination and ins..e.cction of 

14 '' any State or snpcn-iscd mcntn] iustitution any cornlition is found to 

15 exist tl1errin which in the opinion of the department is unlawful 1111-

16 hygienic Qr detrimental to the proper maintPnancc an<l discipline of 

17 such Stntc or :mpervi::cd mental institution or to the proper mainte-

18 JJancc custody safety and welfare of the inmates thereof or of t110 

19 pnrwn.<; committed thereto or being treated detained or rC'sicJing therein 

20 to direct the ofllccr or officers cli:ugcd hy law with or in any way having 
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or uxcrd~i11g the l'OU( rol govcrnmen t or mailagenwnt of surh State or 

~llJIN\'h:r1l mental iustitution to corn~et the ::-aid objcctionahlc condi­

liou in the nrnma~r nntl within tho time ~pccificd by the dcpnrlmcnt 

whc-reupon it 8111111 he the duty of such olHcer or olllcers to comply 

with tho dircdion o{ the tlcparlment. If such ofTiccr or 'ofliccr~ shall 

foil to co111pl~· with such direction the department may request tho 

l>cparml'llt o( ,Justice to iustitute appropriate legal proccciliug to ou­

for<·o <'Olllpli:rncc thcrcwit11 or tho <lcpartmcnt may withhold any State 

mmwr nrnilahle fol' snd1 im~titntion until such ofHcr-r or ofiicors comply 

with s11d1 11ircction 

(«l) '!'o ''<\\ll'O to hP vi:-iterl nwl f'Xnmine<l any pcrwn fon111l hy an 

inquisition to lin iw:::mc nrnl to ~mthoriz<' such visiting nnd cxnminihg 

h,,. nu n!lh·cr or ngent of the clPparfmcnt or an.v ho:-ml of visitors or 

liy a pl1ysiei:rn arnl hl apply to the comt luwing juris1liction o\'cr the 

committ<'c or gnanlian of :ml'h i11s:111e 1wrs1rn or to a ju<lgc of a court 

of eonmwn ple;is of tl1e ('Otmty in which the i11::,;n11c person i» a rcsi-

d<:nt or 1lch1i11e<l to make sueh onlers for the maintc11anc<:_...:_11stody or 

t•:ne of the insane 11crson arnl for the enrc mul disposition of the property 

<if the in:::anc pl'rson as the case may require 
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Section 23013-A . .Appointment of Visitorinl Bodies The I>opartrnent. 

of Mental Health shall have the power t-0 appoint. R boai-d of thrco 

or more ml'mbers in any county of the Commonwealth to act. without 

c-0mpensation as a board of visitors to visit any supervised ment.al 

institution in such county in aiJ of and as tho representative of· the 

department such board ·to make a report of such visitation as the de: 

partmcnt may require It shall he the duty of tho otHcors or other persoM 

having charge of such superviscrl mental institution to afford foll 

facilities for such board to runke an examination and inspection thereof 

Section 2307-A Hecommendations 'fhe Department of Mental 

Health shall ham the power and its duty shall be from time to timo 

to recommend and bring to the attention of the olliccrs or other p<irsons 

having the mauagcmcut of tho State nnd supervised mcntnl institu­

tions rnch stnudards an<l. methods as may be helpful in the government 

aucl administration of such institutions nnd for tho Lottcrmcnt of tho 

inmates therein whercupon it i;hall be tho duty of such otHccrs or other 

perso11s to adopt and put into practice such stautlanls mid methods 

Section 2308-.A Hules and Hcgubtions The Department of ~lcntnl 

Health shall liave the power to make and enforce rules and regulation!\ 

as follows 
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(n) Pnn·iding for the licensing of aU how~es or places in which 

cm,v Jterilon can Le lawfully detained Rs an in~anc p:rson or a. person 

of lmsouiid ·mind u~n comp<:nsation paid to or received· by t.he owner 

or occupant of such house or Elacc directly or indirectly for the care 

of suf'h insMie person or p<:rson of unsound mind nntl also of all houses 

1ilRcC>s or institutions in which more thnn one insane person or person of 

llllSOtllld mind is dctai.ncJ or l'C'~idcs other than R jail Or prison with 

tho right lo exempt any State in~titution institution under municipal 

authority or any other institution 

(b) To insure tlie pro1wr <'~'He and tn'atmcnt of persons ·of un­

sound mind dctainc4l in nny house place or institntion whether licensc1l 

or not. to gmml against the improper or u11nccessnr;y detention of such 

pC'rsons to regulate the manner of their <lctcntion and the restraints 

imposed arnl all matter:;; relative to their wdforc to regulate their 

15 · means of communication with relntivcs fricmls irncl other persons out-

16 side the hou::c place or institution of clctention nncl to insure to them 

17 I he nll~1•is...,ion of all proper vi~itors lJcing- members of their f amilics 

18 or {1rirso1ial a~'3nts e)r attorneys 

19 (c) lfogulating the forms to Le oLscncd warranting tho e-0mmit-

20 11w11t lrnusfor of l'Ustody and disdrnrgc of all insane persons other than 
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1 those commilt('d Ly ordN of I\ court of rcconl ai\,1 a~ to these. wilh 

. 
2 the conHmt of the \ll'C'silliug judr,o of the comt. urnlcr wl1ose order th~ 

S 1mrt:on is detained 

4 (d) ~'or the apprornl of psyd1opathh~ ward:>. maintained hy hospitnls 

5 for the rccepti{}n and C':nc of persons sn\kring with mcntnl disorders 

6 Section 230!l-A Transfors Parole or Discharge of Jlatil'nts The 

7 Dcj>artmeut of )fontal Health shall have the power 

8 (a) To apply to tl1c prn11cr court for the transfer or 'removal of 

9 in~uc persons from county or district poorhou::cs almshouses hospitals 

10 or in tho custocly of the directors or ovNsccrs of the poor to the State 

11 hospitals £01· the imano 

12 (b) To trausfcr the iwligcnt ins:rno from Stntc hospitals for tho 

13 in.sane to the n,lmshouscs poorhouses or prisons of the several counties 

14 charged with their rnai11tc11:incc 

15 (c) To tnrndcr patients or inmates from om; State hospital for the 

16 in~ane to another sud1 hospital 

17 (d) To tn111sfor a committed i11"'auc 11cr::;o11 from a licensed pri\'atc 

18 ho5pital or institution to a State or li~cngcd count~ lw::pital :mtl vice 

19 YCrsa 

20 (c) To npply to the proper c:>onrt for tl1c rcmornl to a hospital for 
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l the insane o{ an,v person imprisoned in a penitentiary or p1·ison and ~c-

2 lic\·cJ to be insane 

3 . (f) To transfer a committed inn~atc from one t.ypc of institution 

4 under the supervhion of tho department to auot11cr type of institution 

5 un<lcr its supcnision 

6 (g) 'l'o investigate aud be heard before an order is made in any 

7 cnso to remove to 'lily place of custo1ly othN titan a hospital auy criminal 

. . 

8 <'onfincd in a hospital b,,. order of nny court or any lnnntic committed to 

9 a hospital after an acquittal of crime 

10 The cost of the tr:rnsfer or removal and of tho rnainternmco of any 

11 ~ 11cr::;o11 trnnsferrC'<l hy or under the 1lirc<'lion or upon the applica· 

12 tion of thQ Comrnissionrr of Mental Health or other oflkcr of the de-

13 partment ptir:mant li<>rcto slrnll he l1orne and paid in the manner pro-

15 AU trnvC'lii1g c>xpcnscs of indigent imnnc 11crsons disehargcd by 

16 Ol'(ler of the drp::H'tmeut from any State hospital for the ins.'lne from 

17 the lwspitnl to tlwit' reilpcctiYe homes .shall he paid hy the hospital tho 

18 nmount tlwrC'of to lie rcfm11l<'il fo .sm·h hMpital from the appropriation 

19 for the c::m~ nn1l 1·C'lief of .sneh indigent ius::me then current 

20 (h) To or1lPr m11l compPl the parole or di.,,elrnrgc of any pcr~on rlc-
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tninoo in any 11lacc as iu~ane or of unsound mind other than a person 

l'lllnruittcll ltftcr tdnl nt\d con\·iction for crime or by order of oourt but 

the dcpn1·tm('nt e.hall not mnke aul.. sueh ordor unless notice be given t<? 

thl' person luwing charge of tho building in which ~nd to the person ~ 

porsous ut whose instnucc the pat!!'.!1t is detained and reasonable oppor· 

hmity given to them to jmtify R further detention and the departme~ 

lms c·auscd tho Ct\SC of tho £Rtient t? bo persom1lly attended and e~ 

nmincd by its onic-0r or sgcnt . 
Section 2310-A A11visory Council on Mental Health The Advisory; 

Council on )lcntnl HcaltJi sl1nll havo t11c power and its duty shall be 

· (n) rro n1hiso tho Oon1r11or with rcgnrcl to tlio appointment of th~ 

Commissioner of ~f c·ntol Ifonlth 

(b) 'l'o n(hi::.u m:.sist n!lfl make r('C'Ommcmlntions with respect to tho 

g(•JIC'r:tl 1101iri('s aucl oprrnti01H1 of the Commonwealth's mental health 

program 

( c) To aid iu incr£>nsi11g puMic undorstnmling of and formulating 

plans for furthering the purposes nntl intention of thia amending act 

Section 2311-A llo:rnls of Trustees of Sfilte ~Icnt~l Institutions 

(I) 'fhc powers a nil cluties of the bo:mls of trustees of each State mental 

institution wittin the Department of Mental Health caring for the 
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1 mentally ill feeble-minded menta11,y retarded mentally deficient and 

2 ju\'e11ilo delinquents shnll be only as defined in this s&Jtion 

8 (a) To ad\'isc assist aurl make recommendations to the snperiuten· 

' dent -with respect to the management and op-Oration of the institution 

5 aml with rcspc:wt to any plans or programs for its improYemcnt 

6 . (b) 'l'o keep umlcr review all matters pertaining to the welfare and 

7 \\'cll-hcing of patients and to m.ake recommendations to the supcrin· 

8 tendent with respect thereto 

9 (c) To advi5e and make rccommem]atious to the Commissioner of 

10 Mental lI<'alth with regard to tho selection and appointment of a. R11pcr-

11 int<'udcnt in caH' of a -vacancy 

12 (d) To at\vi~e and make recommendations to the superintendent. 

13 with rcgtml to his selection of ernployes of the institution 

14 (e) To develop and further meang and methods of cstahE~hing 

15 proper i·clntious and understanding hotwecn the institution (and its Jlro-

16 gra111) :u1tl the community in which it is located and generally to provido 

17 liai1;on between tho institution and the community in order hettcr to 

18 serve the interests and needs of both 

19 (f) To make recommendations to the .Advisory Council on ~[cntal 
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1 lfoaltl1 on matters of policy nnd program emerging .from its inlinrn.to 

2 knowledge nrnl experience of mental health programs in operation 

.3 (2) The provh•ioris of this section shail be applieable to the boar~ 

of trustees ·in nll of the State mental institutions within 'the Depart· 

mrill of Mcntnl llcnHh caring for mcufaliy ill fccble-min<le<l mentalll 

rctanktl llll'lltnBy dcl1cie11t nwl jnH11ilc · dclinquC'nts but shall not apply 

7 t-0 tho Bonnl of Trustees of tho l~nstcrn Pennsylvania Psychiatric In--.. 
8 titituto 

9 Section 2:H2-A Approvnl of PJnns nncl Mortgages 'fho Department. 

10 of ~[cntnl lklllth f.hnll Jtn,·o tho power nnd ils duty s1rn11 be 

11 ~n) 'J'o ~prove 01· 11i~ap111·ovo nll plnns for tho erection or sub-

12 ~llrntial nltcrnlin11 of :rny 8tntc 01· supcl'\'i::cJ mental institution rccciviu~ 

13 nitl from t liu C'o11111tol\\\'1':tlt h 

14 (h) 'L'o i11 n•s t i~llf o 111111 \'(lpOl'f to the A rnlitor Ocncral upon every 

]i} :tppliPation fo tlio ,\1111itoi· Oc-nc>r:\l 111n11e hy nny institution corpo~ 

16 or 1111i1tl'Orpo1·al<>1I n~sndation c•:wing for mcntn1ly i1l fecblc-mirnlc'l 

17 111P11tnH.v rcfardr1I 11w11lnllv tlr•HC'ic•11I pntic>nts or inmates desiring to give 

18 a morll'"fll!'1 11111lp1· thr 11rori~io11~ ()f the nrt nllJ1l'O\'<'(l April 20 Hll5 (P L 

19 201) cnlitlt•il "An net 111ald11~ 1110\·t~n~cs giH•n h~· bc>novolcnt rharitablo 

philnntl1ropic c1l11c>11tional nnrl c•ieemosynary institutions corporations or 

<. 
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1 u11inc-0rporatcd n~ociations for pcrrilau('nt im1wove11wnts and refunding 

2 purposes prior lic11s to the liens of the Commonwealth for tho appropria~ 

3 tion of moneys llrovitlillg n methotl for the giving of suclt mort.gag<>o ~ml 

4 fixing the duties of the Auditor General aml Board of l'ubli(} Charities 

5 in c-0nncction therewith" 

6 8cction 2!H 3-A State lustitutions With regard to St~to mental in-

7 stitutious tho deparlmcnt sh:tH have the power nncl its duty 8hall be 

8 (a) To <lctC'rmiue the capacity of such institutions 

9 (b) To determine a))(l de$igiiatc the type of persons to be received 

10 by su<'h imtitutions thti proportion of ('ach type to lie received therein 

] l an1l the tli:.-tricts from whieh pcr~ons ~JrnlJ he rcC'civc<l by SlH'h in~titn-

12 tinns 

13 k) Tfl i:;~ue re,p1isitiom; upon the Auditor Gcuernl for warrants to 

14 lie drawn hy the Amlitor Oc11eral upon the State 'l'rcasnrc1· in favor of 

15 ~11eh i11~titnti1ms for the payment out of moneys spcdfi.eally oppropriatc1l 

16 to the 1lcpartmcnt for the purporn of the cxpcmcs of administering 

17 opcr:1ti11g anti 111aintnini11g :rnd dC\·clopi11g sneh State mental iiHititu-

18 tious 

19 (<l) To require the submission to the clcpnrtment of any contract 
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1 for repairs altNntion!I. or cquipm<'nt which any such State· institntion 

2 dctlir<'s to mnkC' 11111) to appro\'(' or clisappro\·C' f.Uch .£!OposC'd contract No 

.3 · such Nnlrnct P.hnll be vnlirl \rithout tho Rl>pro,·al of the <le~·utmont as 

4 .cv.idcnccd b,,,. tho t1i£Q1nturc of the Commissionn of Mcntnl Health 

· 5 Section 23H·A Store~ nt Stall' ~lcntnl Institutions 'Vith regard 

6 t-0 State mrnlal inslitution!\ tho ilcparfmcut E-hnll havo tho rower t.o 

7 aulhori?.e tho consh'ul'lion of SCJ>:Uato lmildiugs or the addition to or 

8 improl'ement of ('xisting lmildings for tho purp?sc of operating and 

9 conrtucting thC'rcin a store or cnntccn (or the com·cnicnce and benefit 

-10 of tho iunrntes or patir11ts of Slll'h instilntion~ ont of moneys appropri-

11 atrd therefor by tho Gcncml A!=::emhly or frmn moneys derived from 

12 tho operation of any sueh ~tol'l~s or from gnmls or ~ifls offered for such 

13 particular purpose , 

14 'Vhenevcr any sue11 constmction addition or improvement is made 

15 for such purpose the ~mne ~}tall hCl'Oll\C the }ll'Operty of tJie Ckimmon-

16 wealth rcgartllc::s of the ~our~'c of thn fornls H~<'cl in <'Gnncction there-

17 with 

18 Section 2315-A UtiHty Sc>l'\'ice~ for 8tal<' )fonlal ln~titutions l<'or 

19 the purpose of pMvitling utility scn·icc:< for State mental institutions 

20 the depar•mcnt m1w execute such agrcc>ments a111l contracts as it may 
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deem necessary therefor with nny political subdivision or any authoritz 

to provide utility ser·dcea and for defraying the Commomvealth'e Bhan:'· 
\ ~~ 

. I :: 
of the expenses aud charges to be incurred in establisbiug and contract,.. 

ing with an authority or political subdivision for the purpose of acgui.rip.g 

holding constructing improving maintaining auu opcralin1-t sewage 

systems water supply systems electric power gas steam or other utilitl 

systems 

Payment of the costs of such expenses charges nnd sor\'ices shall 

he made from approprfations to tho department for such purposes in 

nccord:mce with the agreement made by the clcpartment 

Section 2316-A Care of tho fndigcnt The Dc11arlmcnt of Mental 

Hcnlth shall hnvc tho power and its duty shall lJe 

(a) Whcm·,·m· tlw Oenoral Assembly :::.hall have specifically appro-

printed money to the department for tlic purpose to issue requisitions 

upon the Auditor General for warrants to be drawn by the Audit-Or 

General upon the Stato Tr€asurer in favor of such hospitals homes and 

institutions as shall conform to at least the minimum sta11Jards of plant 

equipment sef\'icc administration and care and treatment necessa2 f<>r 

249-S\V-3 
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1 tho proper care nud treatment Qf patients or inmates as required b:i: 

2 tho rule~ nml r('gulations of the clcpart~nt or established by law in· 

3 nmounts ·~ornpntcd upon the per diem rates of payment established by 

4 lnw for free SN\'ico to indigent persons as follows 

0 (1) The cnro of delinquent nnd defective children in. homes or 

6 · inslit11tio11s 

7 (2) Tho cnrn treatment and removal of insane persons in county hos-

8 pitnls for the inrnne 01· private institutions licensed by the department 

9 (IJ) 'fo approve requisitions issued by hospitals homes or institutions 

10 lo wliit-h tho General Assembly shall have appropriated money for tho 

11 cnro on(l trcnlmcnl of indigent insane persons if such hospihils homes 

12 or institutions s1rnll conform to nt least the minimum standards of plant 

13 equipment sr.rvicc administration :md care and treatment necessary f9r 

14 the Jll'opcr earo nncl treatment of patients or inmates as required by the 

15 ~and regulations of tho department or established by law and if such 

16 requisitions nro in tho amounts to which such hospitals homes or institu-

17 tions arc entitled according to Jaw ,. 

18 (c) To establish rules and regulations not inconsistent. with law 

19 prescribing minimum standards of plant equipment service administra-
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1 tion :rnJ cure n11d trcatmC'nt for Stotc·nhkd mcntnl i11stitutions nllll for 

2 <lctermining the nmnber of free days of cnre mHl treatment rendered 

3 to indigent persons by ho3pitals }10mes or institutions 

4 Section 2317-A Study Classification nnd A~igmncut of Juveniles 

\_ll 

5 The Department of .Mci1tal Health slrnll have the power and its <luty 

6 shall be 

7 (a) To establish rmd administer a -program designed to assist tho 

8 juvenile courts and other public nnd private agenciQs on their request in. 

9 tho diagnosis and study of d1ildrcn with mental problems or emotionally 

10 distmLcd children and to recommend to them tlic most appropriate 

11 dh:position for the rclmhilitntion mul treatment of such chiltlrcn This 

l 2 progrnm sliall be based on review of local studies of the children but 

13 when local studies indicate the need or when it is requested may include· 

14 residential study o{ the children in centers whfol1 tl1e department is 

15 hereby authorized to cstnhlis.11 ntHl operate 

16 The three diagnostic and evaluation centers now operated and. 

17 maintained Ly the Dcpa1·tmcnt of Public 'Yclfare are hereby transferrctl 

18 to and shall hereafter to operated by the Department of Mental Health 

.. 

19 (b) To accept custody of children committed by the juvenile courh. 

20 fo1· study and on the basis of its review of local studies of each child and~-

( 
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1 any :uhlitio11al residential studies as uro deemed nccc~arv to· rccoru-
~ - -----~~~·~~~~-

2 mend to the coUl't that the child be placed in a ·state institution or a 

a supen-iscd institution oi· to recommend any other pJaccnwnt or treatmcn! 

4 whieh may be indicated ~'he department may re<'ommcnd thnt the court 

5 ' ~fer any child from one type of care to another or retum him to 

6 his home for trial pc1·iods Notice of any transfer shall be sent by the 

7 department promptly to the parent~ guardian or nearest relative of the 

8 child The depnrtmcnt may also recommend tl1c discharge of a child 

9 from its custody bur an.v decision with respect tliercto shall remain the 

10 sole H 1sponsibilit.Y of the committing court 

11 Section 12 All of the State 111e11tnl institutio11s now oporntC'~l hy the 

12 Departuwnt of Public 'Vclfarc nrc hcrchy trrrn~forrecl to nrnl shall 

13 hcrcnftcr be opcrntc<l by the Dcpartnw11t <1f .Mental Health and all 

14 pc1·somwl of sn<'h institutions and aH nppI'opriations contracts agree-

15 incnts equipment file~ anti obligations of the Department of Public 'Vel-

16 fnro rcspccti11g such institutions nrc hereby transferrl'd tn the Depart-

17 mcnt of ~fontnl Health with the same force antl effect as if said con-

18 t mets agrc<'mcn ts :rnd oLliga tions of the Department of PuMic \V e1£are 

19 had been incuncd or entered into by tlie Department of ~lental Health 
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.1 and the balances remaining in any such appropriations arc hereby appro-

2 priatell to the DeJHUtment of :Mental Hoaltlt for the same purpose as 

3 expressc<l in the act making them 

4 All personnel equipment fi1cs and rocorcls of the Deparhncrit of 

5 Public "'clfare rmp1oyctl in the pcrfornJAn<'c of the power:; nud duties 

6 transforred by this act arc hcrchy transferred to the Dop1trhnent of 

7 )fontal JJcalt11 :rn«l tlw li:"1lanees of :rny npproprintions for tho payment 

8 of ~alaries and otll('r expenses in connrction therewith arc hereby 

9 appropriated to the Department of :Mental Hea1th for the iiamc purpose-

10 as expressed in the act making them 

11 Section 13 This ad shaJl f nke effect. June 1 1961 

24!1-S\V--4 
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'Ye certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the HQU&e of 

l~cpr<'sentatives. 

......................................... 
Chief Clerk, Senate 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t ••••••••• 

President pro tempore, Senate 

..................... " .................. . 
Speaker, House of Representatives 

.Approved The ••.••••• day of ..•...•.••.••.•..•.••• A. D. 1981 . 
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