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mB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL, 
No. 268 Seesion of 

1 9 6 1 

INTHODUCF.D UY MESSHS. YA'l'HON, SESLER, UOONEY, 
~EYLEH, DEVLIN, :MAHADY, STAISEY AND ~lULT,IN, 

:FEURU ARY 21, 1961. 

REI<'EHHED TO COMMITI'EE ON STATE GOVERN~n;NT, 
J<'EBRUAUY 21, Hl61. 

AN ACT 
Providing for a:-si!'hmt·e to agcucieF- prnmoting fouri5t tr:wcl and vaea-

tiuu l111~i11e~$ in Pc>nnsylvauin authorizing the Depa1·tment of 

Commrrl'c to make> grants and provide a:;sistanee to properly 

tle,;ignnh•jl tonri:-t ynomotion ngcnries conferring power:>. aml 

impi'lfi\ng dnth'~ on the gowrning Lollies of certain political sub-

The Gcncrn\ AssC'mhly of the Commonwealth of Pcnnsykania 

her~hy enacts a!' £ollowi' 

Exl'LANATI"ON--OAPITAL LErrERS lnd!ca~ lleW matter &dded t.o bW. J&&ttAir .......... ..... 
I.A to be omlUed from bill 
Underscortng Indicates new Dl&tter added to exatlng law. (Bra.cketa) llldtoai. mate.. 
•frkken from ext.Ung te.w. 

I! 
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1 Section 1 Short .Title This act shall Lo know11 nrnl ma_y. L~ dtc;l as 

2 the "1'onri-st Promotion Law" 

3 Section 2 D~cfaration of Policy ft is hereby determined nn<l dcdnrcd 

4 as a matter of lcgislath·e finding 

5 (1) Tliat the health safety morals anti general wl'lfore ot tho people 

6 of_ the (Jommonwc_alth are directly dependent upon the continuA.1 .;noour-

7 agement development growth and expansion of business industry and 

8 commerce within the Commonwealth 

9 (2) That unemployment the spread of i11dige1w.r the hC\'\\',Y lnmlon 

10 of public assistance and unemployment compcmatiun l:an ltC'st he nYohlct~. 

11 b.v the prnmotion attraction stimulation tlc,·clo11111C'11t 1111~1 cxpnnsion of 

12 all business industry and commorco in the CvmmonwC'nlth 

13 
Thcrcforo it is declared to be the policy of tlw CommonwNtlth of 

\ 

14 
Pennsylvania to promote the health Mfety morafa aud general welf aro 

15 
of its inhnbi.tants tl1rn11gh its Department of Conmwrcr, hy mcnn~ of 

16 
grants to be made to tourist promotion ngenC'ies which am or mny l)c 

17 
engaged in planning and promoting programs dcsignC'd to stimulate nrnl 

18 
increai::c the volume of tourist visitor and vacation business within the 

19 
counties served by such agencies 
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l 8crtion a Definitions The term "govemitig bodies'' shall menu as · 

2 · to any county city borough town or township the body empowered to 

3 enact ordinances <>r to adopt resolutions for the governance of such 

4 county city borough town or township 

5 Tho fC'nn "tourist promotion agency" shall mean any nonprofit 

. 6 corporntion org:mh:ation a~:rnciation or agcnc:r which slinll b~ tlo;ig1rntctl 

7 hy ordinance in <'itics of the first class am) by proper resolution of the 

8 governing body of any county concurred in by resolution of the govern-

9 ing bodies of citic~ boroughs towns or townships within said county 

10 having in the nggregato over fifty per centnm of tl1e populniiort of said 

.{/ 
11 county as determined by the last preceding decennial United States 

12 Census as the agenC1y authorized to make npplication to and receive 

11 grants from the Department -0£ Commerce of the Commonwealth for 

14 the pmposes specified in thi~ act Any two -0r more countiC".3 may by the 

1f1 proc~durcR herein provided designate a single tourist promotion agenc)· 

16 to represent such counties !or the purposes of this act 

17 Section 4 Hc<'ognition of Tourist Promotion Agencies The Depart-

18 ment of Commerce upon receipt of certified copies of such ordinances or 

19 reiiolntiorn~ n::;; ma~· he necc:':'nry to ~atisfy it that a tourist promotion 
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1 agency hap bcrn 'dul:r dcsigMtcJ to net. within A p11rticulnr county or city 

2 of the first das." pur~111rnt to ~c~tion three of this act shall reoognfae 

3 sn<"h tourist 1n·o1!10tion agency ns tho sole such Agcnoy within such 

4 c-0unty or city Cor tl1c purposes of this act. 

Section 5 Applications for and Approvl\i of Grants to Tourist 

6 Promotion Agencies 1'he Dcpartm<>nt llf Commorcc is h<lrcby authorizCd. 

7 to niB.ke grants t-0 r~ognizcd t<>urlst promotion agencies to assist such 

8 agencies in the 6nrmcing of their operational costs for the pUI'pQSC& of 

9 making studies survoys an<l inv('stigations and in pl!lnning and carryipg 

10 
, r 

out of their promotional programs and projects Provided That before 

11 any such grant mRy bo mndc 

12 (1) The tourist promotion agcnoy t'haH Juwc made application to 

13 the Department o{ Commerce for sut'h grnul mut shall have therein set. 

14 forth tho studies surycys nnd invl'stigations propo~Nl to hr made aml 

15 thn ]lromotio11al program and prnjccts proposNl to be undertaken for 

16 the purpo::c of rncouraging nnd stimulnting tourist vi~ito1· a111l \'!\cation 

17 business in the county or counties The npplication ~hall further state 

18 under oath or affirmntion with evidence thoreof ~atisfodory to the llepart-

19 mcnt the amount of fonds held by or committed or snh~cribNl to tl1c 

20 tourist promotion agency for application to the pnrpo8es herein described 
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l and the amount of th~ grant for which applic.ation is me.de and 

2 (2) The Department of Commerce after review of the application 

__ , 
3 if satisfied that the program of the t~u.tlst promotfon agency appears 

, -
(: 

-i to be in acoord with the purposes of th~ act shall authorizB the maktng 

0 of a matching grant to such tourist promotion agency equal to funds of 

6 tho agency alloc.atcd by it to the program described in its application 

7 Provided however that such State grant shall not exceed an amount 

8 <flUal to one-tenth of one dollar for each inhabitant of the dty county 

9 or \'Otmtie.s represented by such agency as determined by tho last pre· 

10 ooding d~connial United States Ccnsu,i; or three dollars ($3) per renUi.bJe 

11 room as declared under the hotel occupancy tax ai; administercJ by the 

12 Doparhnent of Hcvenue whichever be tho higher provided however that 

13 110 tourist promotion agency shall be eligible for less than one thousand 

14 dollars ($1,000) nor more than twenty per centum of the appropriation 

15 to the Department of Commerco for the purposes set forth in this act 

16 Section 6 Payment of Grants to Tourist Promotion Agencies Upon 

17 approval of each application and the making of a grant by the depart-

18 ment in arcordance therewith the department sball give notice to the 

19 particular tourist promotion agency of such approval and grant ancl 

20 shall direct the tourist promotion agency to proceed with its proposed 
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1 promotional program ·as described in its application and to use therefor 

2 ·-funds allocatro by the -t~urist promotion agency lor such putposc Upon 

3 - the furnisl1ing of satisfactory evidence to the departznent on a quarterly 

4 -·basis that the particuhr tourist promotion a.gency has so proceeded the 

5 grant allocated to such tourist promotion agency shall bo paid over on 

6 -sullh basis t-0 the tourist promotion agency by the department. 

7 Section 7 :Rules and Regulations of the Department Tho Dcpart-

8 mcnt of COintnercc is directed to administer this tourist promotion 

9 · -prograin '\·ith such flcxibilit,Y so ns to hring nbont n~ <'ffcctivc anti c~o-

10 t10'mkal a tourist promotion progrnm as possible In onlcr to cffcctuntc 

11 and enforce the provisions of this act the Department of Con_imerce is 

12 authorized to promulgate necessary rules and regulations and prescribe 

13 procedures in order to assure compJianco by tourist promotion ageru~ie-~ 

14 in carrying -0ut the purpose~ for which grants may be made hereunder 

15 S:ction 8 Effective Date This 1tct shall take effect immediately 
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We ce~tHy that this bill bu puecd the Senate and the HoUM of 

RepreMnt&tivee. 

............ " •••••••••••••••••••••••••• It • 

...................... , ................ . 

.......................................... 
Speaker, House of Representatives 

,. 

Approved Th& •••••••• day of .......•...•.......••• A. D. 1981. 

........................................ 
Governor 


