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THE GENERAi~ ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 408 Session of 

1 9 6 l 

~IE'.! ...... --------~---------------.... ~~----..._.__,,_. __ ~~--.-.---------

JNTHODTJCED BY ~11~88HS. liAYS, S°J~YLl~H AND SJ<:SLEH, 
:MAHCH 14, 1001. 

--!ltSE!!U!A k! Ii:& a •a 

UEFJ<:HHED TO CO~Dll'lTEE ON :ELECTIONS, :MAUCH 14, 1001. 

AN ACT 
Amending tho act of June 3 1!)37 (P L 1333) entitled "An act concern-

ing elections inclurling gcnornl muuic..•ipal special nnd primary clec-

tions the nomirn'lfion of candidates primary nrnl election expense~ 

arnl election contests <'rcnting arnl ilt'fi11i11g mc111l1er:-l1ip of count.v 

l1oards of elections impMing tlntic:> upon tl11• Hrl'rclary of the 

mi5sionors imposing pcn!lltic>3 for \'iob f ion of I Ii~ :1rl ar1j 1 <'lHli f y-

i11g rc\'isiug nrnl consoliJating the laws relating tlwrcto and f('-

E.xYl.ANATIOK-OAPITAL LE'ITBR8 l.ndlc6te new m.t.tter r.dded \o bill. :t.l&\tc; ~k-~ 
ls to be oml\~ trom blll. 
Uodenoorlnir; lnd.lcates new mt.V..er- &dd&d to m.ttnc law. [Bra~u] l.!!dttak m&tt« 
nrlc*..C froo ~ i.-.. 



.. 
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. . 
pca1i11g certain acts nnd parts of net~ rl'Jati11g to elections'' pro· 

viding for Lipnrtisnn ckciion of all dcctcd s('.hoo] directors · 

The General Assembly of the Corn1m;m,·c>nlth of Pcnr.sylvania 

liercby enacts as follows 

l Scctiou 1 Section 010 act of June 3 1!)37 (P L 1333) known as t110 

2 "l)cm1sylnmia J<:tcction Codo" is mncndcd to read 

3 Section DlO Affida,·its of Cnndidntc>s :Each cnn<lidatc for any Stnto 

..( county city l1orough incorporated town township ward school district 

6 poor district election district party office parl.r delegate or nltenrntc or 

6 for t1w oflicc of United States Senator or Hei>rcsentnfrrc iu Congress 

' 7 slwll filo with his nomination pc:titku his nffitlaYit stnting (a) his resi-

8 dcnco with sft"cct nnd nnmbrr if any nnd Jiis post-oflicc arlilrcss (b) hi3 

9 dccfion district giving dty horough town or towmhip (c) the name of 

10 tl10 office for whi<'h he c.;imcmts to he a cawJitlatc (cl) that ltc iR eligible 

l 1 for such offiC'c (c) that lie will not knowingly violate any provision of this 

12 ad or of any law rC'gulati11g and limiting uomination arul election <>X· 

11 pcnscs nncl prohibiting corrupt practices in connection therewith (f) 

1• unless ho is a cnnrlidate for judge of n court of record or for the office of 

11 ~rhool clirc<'for in a district wl1ere tlrnt offiC'e is elective that he is not a 

11 NHHliJntc for nomination for tlie same office of any party other tlian the 
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1 <>no designated in such petition and- (g) if he is- a candidato {9r a delc· 

2 gate or altornnto delegate member o{ State coinmitt<'c Natio11al com· 

S mittcc or party oftker that he is a registered ati.d onr0HcJ·mcmber of the 

' designated party In cases of petitions £or, delegate: a1td alternate <lclc-

6 gate to National conventions the cnn<lidntc's aflidavit shall stnto that his 

6 signature to the delegate's stntcmcnt as hcrci11nf tcr ect forth if such 

7 statement is signed by said cnndidr,tc wns atHxcd to tlw sheet or sl1eets 

8 of said p€tition prior to tho circulation of snmc Jn tl1c case of a candidate 

9 for nomination as llrcsi<lcnt of tho United States it sl1nH not be ncce~ary 

10 for such candidato to filo tho nflhla\'il required in tltis section to bo 

ll filed by 'cancliclntcs but tho post-ofl\co ~1Mress o{ sud1 camlidatc shl\ll be 

12 stated in such nomination votition 

13 Section 2 Tho first pnragrnph o( section 07G of the act amended 

14 Juno 28 HH7 (P I. 1038) Rtlll ,July ti HH7 (P J. t:Hi8) is nmendcd to 

15 read 

16 Section 976 J<~xaminC\t ion of Nomi110 lion Pl•t it io11s Ce1 l ifientcs m11\ 

17 Papers Return of Roj<'ctctl Nominntion P('\itions C(•tlith·atl's anll Papers 

18 When any nomination petition nominntion -ccrlit1entc or nomination 

19 paper is presented in the office of tho Sc('rCtnry or the Commonwcn1th or 

20 of any county hoard of elections for filing withi11 tlio pcrio1l Hmitc<l \1y 
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1 this net it shall be the duty of the said officer or board to examine tho 
.. ·: ·- :;-

same No nomination petition nomination paper or no~linntion cc~tificato 
- -: - -

I shall ho permitted to be filed if (a) it contains material errors or defocts 
' .~-

a_p~nrent on the face thereof or on tho foco of the nppcmk<l or a_ccom· 

panying affidavits or (h) it c_ontains rnato1·ial nltcn\tious made nf~er sign· 

8 ing without tho ~onscnt of the signers or- (c) it docs not. c<mtain a suffi-

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

- -

cicnt number of signatures ns required by law Pi"ovidcd [howov~r] That 

the Sc~rctary of the Commonwca_hh or tho county board o~ e~cctions 

alth?ugh not hereby rcqui_rcd s_o_ to_ do may qucs_tic.n tho gc~ui~~~_<~ss of 

any signaturn or signatures appearing ~hereon arnl if he or i_t :<hall _there· 

upon find that any ~uch signature or sig~;ntures arc not genuine suC'l1 . . . 

tiignature or ~ignntures ~hall be c'ilsr('gardcd in dchmn.ining v.:hcthcr t~o 

no~1ination petition nomination papor or nomination ccrtifiratc contains 

·:- .;:... 

a sufficient number of signatures as required by law or (d) in the case of 
. . . ·. ·. 

nomination petitions if nomination petitions lrnvc been filed ~or print-

ing tho name of the eame person for the same office cxccp~ the ofllcc 

of judge of a court of record or the office of school director _in distriet~ 
- .... -

where t_hat office is elective upon the official hallot of mvrc_. than one 

political party or (e) in the case of nomination pape_rs _if the c~!).didato 
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l named therein has filed a nomination petition for any pnblic office for . . - . ' 

- . : ~ --. 
. , 

2 the ensuing prima~ _or has . been nominated _for auy · E:uch office b! 
.·. 

~ _ nomination pape.rs preyiously filed or (f) if tho nomiuaHon }lCtitions ()f 
. : . ,.,;;, -. 

- - - - - -
papers are not accompaniell by the filing fee or certified chc_ck required 

. . . 
• ' ~ J •• • -... 

for said office or (g) in the case of nomination p!ipcrs the appcllatio_!l . ... - .... -

6 set forth therein iclentien} with Or <lccepth·dy similRr to tho. words Used 

7 by any l'xisting party or by any politieal body wl1ich has already filed 
~ . . .. ~ ' . " - . . . . . - ~ - ..... 

. . -
8 nomination papers for the same oflke or if tho appe11ntion set forth 

. ~ ; ·: ' . . . . .· - . . • - - .. . ' ; : . .,. . . . . - - - : • ' .... ' 'l •' 

9 therein contains part of the niimo or an ahbrovintio_n of t~e name ~r 
... 1....... ' ... ,).· 

10 part. of the name. of an existing politici~l pnrty. or of a political body_ 
• • • -'!' • ~ • • ' • • • • . • ••• • . 

11 _which has already filed nomination_ papers for tho samo office Tho in- · 
... '.···.. . . . ' . ·. ~··~~ :~· -~ 

12 v1tli,dity of any sheet of a nomination petition or nomin~tion paper sha}J 
: ·~ ~·-.--: .~ 

13 not affect the Yalidity of such petition or pnpcr if a sufficimt petition or 
. • . . . . . . ' . . . k·... .,. ; 

14 . p_a_pcr remains after climinnting such inrnlid ~heel The ac~ion of said 

H~ officer or bo_nrd in r<lfusing to rcecivo nml file nuy surh no_minatio?. 

16 p~tition eertifi<'ato or paper may l1l' reviewed by the· court of common 

17 ple~s of the proper cot~nty upon an nppli<'alion for a writ of mandamus 

18 to compel it.a reception as of tho <Into when it was presented to the office 

19 of ,such officer or board Provitlccl [however] Thnt ~ai<l officer or board 
; : ~ . , 

20 shall be entitled to a rcn~onnblc timo in which to examine any petitions 
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l eertificatcs or papers and -to summon and intcrrogato the candidate~ 

2 named therein or tho persons prcsrntiug said petitions certiffoatcs or 

8 papers and his or their retention of samo for th'3 purpose of making ~uch 

' examination or interrogation slrnll not be con:•trned as an ncccptauco or 

filing 

6 * * * 
--

7 Section 3 Subsection (a) of section 093 and subsections (a) and (b) 

-· 

8 of section 908 of the act added August 20 1953 (P I, H70) are amended 

9 to read 

10 Section 993 }'illing of Certain Vacancies i~~ Public Ofilco by Means 

11 of Nomination CNtificates and Nomination Papers (a) Jn all C'1SC.i where 

12 a Yacancy shall occur for any cause in. nn elective imblic oflko including 

13 thnt of judge of a court of record nt a timo when such vacancy is re-

14 qnired by the provisions of tht> Con~titution or the lnw8 of thi~ Common· 

15 wealth to be filled at the ensuing election Lut at a time when nominations 

16 f-0r such oflice <'annot be mndc under any other provision of thiR a.ct 

17 nominations to fill such vacancies shall Le made by p<Jlitic~.l parties in 

18 accordance with party ruks relating to the filling of vacaeies by means 

19 <>f nomiuation certificates in tho form presctibe<l in section nino hundred 
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ninety-four of this act and by political bodies by menus of nomination 

papers in accordaucc with the pro\·isions of sectiorn; nine hundred flfty­

one nine hundred fifty-two and nine hundred fifty-four· of this act No 

sueh nomination certific~te shnH nominate any person who has already 

Leen nominntc<l by any other political 1mrt.y or by any political body for 

tho samo oflicc unlcss ~nch pcr:;on fa n cnndi<latc for the ofl1cc of judgo 

of n court of rcc•m) (Ir _the ofllrc of school tHrc:ctor in districts where that 

oflko is de~ No t'llrh uomi11atio11 papers shall nominate any pcr:oon 

who lins nln'n1ly l•<'C'll 11orni11nle1l hy :my-1rnliticul pa1·t.v or by any other 

poJilil•nl liody for 1rny ollil'o to ho filk1l at tl1e ensuing November c1edion 

1111k~s such pcwm i~ n cn111li<lnto for the office of judge of a court of 1·ec­

ortl or tho oflkc o( ~l'l1ool ttircctor in districts where tlrnt ofllco is elective 

* * ~ 

Hl'r.tion 008 Suhst ii ntrd N omiunt ious to Fill Certain Y acancics for 

n No\'cmhor Hlcction (n) Any vacancy }rnppcniug or existing in any party 

nmninntion mn1lo in ncconlmwc with tl1c prO\·isious of section nine 

hundred nincty·thrco of this act for a N ovcmber election by reason of the 

drnth or withtlrnwnl of rmy camlitlatc may he filled by n substituted 

11omi11ntiun mndc hy !'!Uch committee ns is nnthorizcd hy the rules of tho 

party to Jnnkc nominations in the event of rncancies on the party ticket 
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in tho form prescribed by section nino hmidred ninety·four of this act 

But no substituted nominatiou ccrtifl~ate sh,,U nori1i1into a11y 1-.crwn 

wh<> has already been nominated by nny other political party or by any 

political body for the same office unlc83 such 110rson is f\ cnmlillnto for tho 

offico of judge of a comt ~)f record or for tho Qf\1co o{ school tlircctor 

in districts where that ')ffico is elcctivo 

(b) In case of the death or withdrawal of any candiJate nominntetl 

by a politil'al body for an election the 1.'0mmittce named in tho original 

9 . nomination papers may nominate a substitute in his phicc by filing A 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

H> 

17 

IS 

substituted nomination certificate in tho fonn and manner prcscrihetl hy 

section nine hundred eighty of this net In the case of a vncnncy ('f\ll~rcl 

hy the death of any ('andi<lntc ~aid nomination certificate 8ha11 ho nr· 

companied by a death certificate propm·ly certifieJ No substitutcJ norninn· 

t ion cnrt ificate shall nominate :my person who has already hC'cn nomi· 

natcd Ly any political party or by any othl'r political bocl~· for nny olliro 

to be filled at the ensuing November election unki-s ~mch person is n 

candidate for the ofllcc of judge of a court of record or for tho 011i1•c of 

school director in districts where that office is c]ccth·e 

JB * * * 
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Section 4 Section 1004 of tho act is amended to read 

2 Section 1004 l,orm of Ballots Printing Ballots Stubs Numbers 

8 }'rom the lists furnished by tho Secretary of the Commonwealth under 

' tho proYisions of sections 915 and 984 and from petitions and papers 

~ filed in their office the <'ounty election board shall print tho official pri· 

6 mary and efoctfon ·ballots in accordance with the provisions of this act 

7 Provided (however] That in no event shall tho name of any person con-

8 senting to be a <'andidate for nomination for any ono office except the 

9 office of judge of a court of record 2_r the office of school director i~ 

10 districts where that office is elective be printed as a candidate f~r: su~h 

11 ofllce upon tho official primary ballot of more than one party All ballot~ 

12 for uso in tho same election district at nny primary or election shall be 

13 alike They shall be at least six ine11es long and fonr inehes wide and 

14 shall ha.Ye a margin extending beyond any printing thereon They shall hr 

15 printed with tho ssmo kind of type (whieh shall not be emaller than the 

16 sizo known as ''bro\·icr" or "eight point body") upon wl1itc paper of uni· 

17 form qunlity without any impression or mark to distinguish on<.' from 
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1 nnother and with sufficient thicknc$S to prevent tho printed maHcr from 

2 Bhowing through Each ballot shall bo rittnched to n i;tub nn<l all tho 

3 ballots for tl1c same election district shall bo bound together in books of 

4 fifty in such manner thr\t each ballot tnay bo dctnchcd from its stub and 

5 removed SC})JHatcly The ballots for each party to bo med nt n .primary 

6 
sha1! be bound separately Tho stubs o! tlio ballots e.hall bo consecutively 

7 
numbered and in tlw case of primary bnHots the numbor shnll bo pre-

8 
ceded by nu initial or abbreviation designating tho pnl'ty name The mun-

9 
ber ~n<l initial or abbrc\·iation which appears upon the stub shall ho 

10. 
printed in the upper right hand corner of the back of tho ballot separated 

11 fro_m the rcmaimfo1· of the ballot by a diagona] pcrfornt<.'d line so pre-

12 
. p~rcd that the upper right hand corner of the baek of the ballot con-

13 t~iuing tho number may be dctaehcd from tho bnllot before it is de-

14 posited in the ballot box 

1~ Section 5 This act shall take effect immediately 
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\Ve rol'tify that this bill has pas5ed the Senato and the House of 

Representative&. 

•• lo " ••• 'lo II oi llo • • I •••• • • II e •••• II •• ' • I " II ••• e •• 

Chief Clerk, Senate 

••• •. ~ ••••••••• I ••• lo •• II • lo ••• lo ••••••• II •••• 

President pro tempore, Senat.e 

.......................................... 
Speaker, House of Reprceentativea -

Approved The ........ day of .............•........ A. D. :t.961 • 

. . . . . . . ' ............................... . 
Govem(lor 


