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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No 408 St
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\‘TRODUCI‘D BY MISSRS. HAYS SEYLER A\‘l) SESLER,
MARCH 14, 1901.
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REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON EI .]‘CTIO\'S MARCIIL 14, 1961.

Amending the act of June 3 1937 (P I. 1333) entitled “An act concern-

ing elcchons including g sonoral mumclpﬁl special and primary elec-
tions the nomination of candidates primary nﬁd clection expenses
and clection contests ereating and defining niembership of county
hoards of elections imposing duties upon the Sceretary of the
Commonwealth courts county lu)n.‘nls of cleetionsz connly com-

missioners imposing penalties for violation of the act and codify-

ing revising and consolidating the laws relating thercto and re-

ExrranatioN—-OAPITAL LETTERS Indlcete naw matter sdded to blll. Matter sirickon tarcugh
s to bes omlitted from bill.

Underscoring indicatas new metler addad to oxisting law. [Brackets] indleste mattec
srioken from sxisdng lew. . .
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ﬁcaliug certain actg apd parts of acts rclziﬁng to elcctioxis” pro-
viding for bipértisal? elcciio;i of ““A_ clected schqoi dircetors -
The General Assembly of thc Coxmn;ﬁwoallh of l’cnns._x»,'l‘.'ani»a
hereby enacts as follows
Scetion 1 Scetion 910 act of June 3 1937 (P L. 13335 known as the
“Pennsylvania Eloctim—x Codé" is amended to vead
Section 910 Affidavits of Candidates Each ééildi;ate for any State

county city horough incorporated town township ward school district

poor district election district party office parly delegate or alternate or

for the oflice qf United :\Stales Scna‘tor or Representative in Congress
shall ﬁio with his nomination Izﬁ}?ﬁ‘éﬂ his aflidavit staly'tingh(a) his resi-
dence with street and number if any and his post-ofiice alddress (b) his
clection district giving city horough town or township (¢} the name of
the office for which llg é:)nsents to be & candidate (d) that he is eligible
for such office (e) that hc will not knowingly violate any provision of this
act or of any law regulating and limiting nomination and election ex-
penses and prohibiting corrupt practices in conneetion thercwith. ()

unless he is a candidate for judge of a court of record or for the office of

school director in a district where that office is elective that he is not a

candidate for nomination for the same office of any party other than the
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one designated in such petition and (g) if he is a candidate for a dele-
gaie or alternate delegaie member of State commitlee National com-

mittee or party oflicer that he is a registered and enrolled member of the

designated party In cases of petitions fko'r,dclé/gato and alternate dele-

gate to Na!ionﬂ conventions the candidate’s aﬂida\"it shall state thét his
signature to the delogate’s stateinent as hereinafter set forth if such
statement is .signed by safd chndidat(; was aflixed to the sheet or shects
of said petition prior to the circulation of same In the case of a c_andida;é
for nomination as President of the United States it ehn!l'not be necessary
for such candidate to file tho aflidavit rcqaﬁrcd in this section to be
filed by candidates but the post-oflica aiddress of such candidate shall be
stated in such nomination petition

Section 2 The first pavagraph of section 876 of the act amended
June 28 1947 (P 1. 1038) aud July & 1047 (I* L 1358) is amended to
read

Section 976 Examination of Nomination Petitions Certificates and
Papers Return of Rejected Nomination Petitions Certificates and Papers
When any nomination petition nomination certifieate or nomination
paper is presented in the office of the Sceretary of the Commonwealth or

of any county board of elections for filing within the period limited by
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- this act it shall be the duty of the said officer or board te éxamin‘e- the
same No nomination pctiiion nomination paper or pdh\ix1a;ion certificato

shall be permitted to be filed if (a) it cog_ltéihs material errors or defects

' apparent on the faco thereof or on the face of ‘t}‘ié appended or accom-

panying affidavits or (b) it c‘o‘ntains material al}ter_:it;(ms‘m:'\de afﬁer sign-
ing without the consent of the bsiigners or (c) it' does. not confain & suffi-
cient number of gignalurcs_ as required by law ‘Provid’_cd [héng:c:r]»That
_ _thg Sceretary of the Cnmmon;vea}tﬁ or t_he. county board of .tzl_é‘ctions
a}thpugh not hereby required so tot do may question th‘(‘;:gpvn'ui»m‘:f'tpss of
any signature or sigmliurcs appeari.ng thercon and if he or )t qh-ﬂl }herc- "
‘upon find that any such §ignature 'or‘ sigi{atllrés ‘.;re not gcr_m_ing such
gignature or signatures shall be (ii/sv;egfil'(lcd_ in dctcfiqinipg "-v'}}ctlhor the
n_qllninahtion petition nomination paper or -nomin;\tion ‘cer'iﬁ-ca_tc co:\taipg
_ a sufficient nuinber of signatures as 1jeq?1ir§.;i by hw or (d) i'p_'the caso of

nomination petitions if nomination petitions have been filed for print-

ing the name of the same person for the same office except the office

of judge of a court of record or the office of school director in districts

where that office is clective upon the official ballot of more than one

political party or (e) in the case of nomination papers if the candidate
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_nggd thgrgin hg; filed a non_ﬁina‘tio.h peﬁtion for‘_any p)l-Blié office for_‘
Lhe ensuir‘xg'prima_ry or hgs'been. ;\pminaped_for »a‘q):’el_lbch ;ji‘ﬁcc; by
3 inlination papers pl*e-}'iqusly”ﬁléd or (f) ifv the nomilxaiioh_])ét,i;io;s or.
papers are not accdmt}anied by thg ﬂliué fee or -cc,’l:»tAiﬁed c)lcc:;l% required
for vsaid‘ofﬁ.ce 4or (g) in.t};e’ case of no;ﬁinatior-l papers the ap:;%]:!;’.tiog}

set forth therein identical with or deceptively similar to the words use

S N R

by any existing_par_ty or by any political body which has already filed

nomination papers for the same office or if the appelation set forth

cee we
R I

therein contains part of the name or an abbréviatio_n of the name or
’ p.ar-t._o_fA the name_of an e);isti'ng. politiciﬂ party or of a .poli}ical bod);_
_A_?f'l:]ich haé-already ﬁlcd n_omina.tionvpapers i;or _t}m samo oﬂi’c.e.,'lfhe m -
_ yg]i:dity of any sheet of a nomination pcti(iox} or nom‘in{ati({n’ p.ap(?r sha{ll‘
not affect the validity of such petitionpr paper if‘ a sufﬁciopt. petmon or
. paper remains after eliminating such invalid sheet The ﬂic‘ﬁ.Qn. o}f_ said
~officer or board in refusing to receive and file any such uo_m‘in_atio_n}
petition certificato or paper may be rc_\'iewcd by Fhe"coprt_ of common
ple_as of the proper county upon an application for a writ of mandamus
to compel its reception as of tho date jvh(:n it was presented to the office
- of such officer or board I’rovid_ed {however] ;I‘llnt said officer or board

14

shall be entitled to a reasonable time in which to examine any petitions
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cerfiﬁcatés or papers and ‘to éummqn /ﬁud inierrogato the candidates N
named thercin or tho persons presenting said petitions certificates or
papers and his or their retention of sawe for tile' purpose of makin;; such
examination or interrogation shsll not be construed s an ncceptauce or
filing

* ¥ %

Scetion 3 Subscction (&) of section 993 ax_id éubscctimié (a) and (b)
of section 998 of the act added August 26 1953 (I-’S L 14% 9) are amended
to read

Section 993 Filling of Certain Vacaﬁcies in Public Oﬁ‘xce by Means
of Nomination Certificates and Nomination Papers (a) In ail_ cages where
& vacaney shall occur for any cause in an clective public office including

that of judge of s court of record at a time when such vacaney is re-

quired by the provisious of the Constitntion or tlie laws of this Common-
wealth to be filled at the ensning cleetion but at & time when nominations
for such office eannot be made under any other provision of this aet
nominations to fill such vacanecies shall be made by political parties in

accordance with party rules relating to the filling of vacacies by means

of nomination certificates in the form preseribed in section nine hundred
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ninety-four of this act and by political bodies by means of nomination

papers in acconjauce with the provisions of sections nine hundfcd fifey-
one nine hundred fifty-two and nine hundred fifty-four of this act No
such nomination c.(rzrtiﬁci}tev shall nominate any person who has already
been nominn&d by any other polﬂical party or byv any political bedy for
the same office unless such person is a c:indidﬁte for the office of jiu]ge

of a court of record or the oflice of school director in districts where that

oﬂic_o is cleetive No such uominntipn papers shall nominate any porson
who has already l»o;'l\ ‘|>mminalc¢l hy-any"—i)olitic":i'l p:ﬁiy or by any other
political hady for any offico to be filled at the ensuing November eleetion
lrmlcss; such pérsnn iz a candidate for the office of judge of a court of ree-

ord or the offlee of schinol director in districts where that office is elective

Svetion 098 Substiinted Nominations to ¥ill Certain Vacancies for
a November Eleetion (a) Any vacaney happening or existing in any party
nomination made in accordance with the provisions of scetion nine
hundred ninety-threo of this act for a November elcetion by reason of the
death or withdrawal of any candidate may be filled by a substituted
nomination made by such committee as is authorized by the rules of tbo

party to make nominations in the event of vacancies on the party ticket
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in tho form -proécribod by section nine hwidred ninetyfodr of this act »

But no substituted nomination certificate shall nominate ahy person
who has already been nominated by any other ﬁolitical party or by any

political body for the same office unless such person is a candidato for tho

office of judge of a court of record or for the offico of school director

in districts where that oflice is elective
(b) In case of the deéth or withdrawal of any candidate nominated
by & political body for an election the committee named in the original
vn_omination papers may nominate a substitute in his place by filing a
substituted nomination certificate in the form and manner preseribed by
section nine hundred cighty of this act In the case of a vacancy cansed
by the death of any candidate said nomination certificate shall be ae-
'cfompanicd by a death certificate properly certified No substituted nomina-
tion certificate shall nominate any person who has already been nomi-
nated by any political party or by any other political body for any oflico
to be filled at the ensning November eleetion unless such person is a

candidate for the oflice of judge of a court of record or for the oflice of

school director in districts where that office is elective
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Section 4 Section 1004 of the éét is amended to read c

Sectionl 1004 .Fofm _‘o_f Ballots Printing Ballots Stubs Nunibors
vFrbm the lists furnish‘évd‘by-th'e Sécretary of the Commonwea]th under
tl}e provisions of sections 915 and 984 >and from betitibns and p<apers
filed in their oﬂ&'ce»the cou’x-ityrelection board shall print the oﬂit;i;l pri-
mary and e]qctiodl—mllqts ‘in‘accbrdaﬁ;;e with the provisions of this act
Provided ‘[howéver} That in no J(;\';ent shall the name of any poréoﬁ con-
senting to be a candidate for 1i6mination for any one office excopt tﬁe

office of judge of & court of record or the office of school director in

districts where that office is elective be printed as a candidate f_pr: such

oflico upon the official primary ballot of more than one pérty Ail ballots
for use in the same eleetion district at any primary or election ;;hiall be
alike They shall be at least six inches long and four inches Wlde and
shall have & margin extending beyond any printing thereon Timy 8i];l“ be
printed with the same kind of type (which shall not be smaller than the
sizo known as “brevier” or “eight point body”) upon white papor of uni-

form quality without any impression or mark to distinguish one from

408—S\W—2




. 440—Printer's No, 10

.another and wit); §1uiﬁciexlt thickness to f\re\'ellt the pr';r-licd matter vfromv
ahgiﬁng through Each ballot shall bo attached to a stub nnd all the
.ballots for the same cl’ccﬁbn district shall be bound fogcther in books of
ﬁfty-i-n such manner that each ballot ma); bc; detached {r(vm\v ils'stt‘)l.) and
removed separately Tl;e ballots for each party to be used at a ﬁ[')rimarjr:
s_}}al}_be bound separately The sttxbs of the ballats shall bo consec;ltively
91?]}})01‘0(1 aud in the case of primary ballots the number shall be pre-
ccded by an initial or abbreviation designating the party name The num-

ber and initial or abbreviation which appears upon the stub shall bo

_ printed in the upper right hand corner of the back of the ballot separated

afm‘m the remainder of the ballat by a diagonal perforated iinc §0 pre-
_pgred that the upper right hand corner of the back of the ballot con-
tftiping the number may be detached from the hallot before it is de-
posited in the ballot box

Section 5 This act shall take effect immediately




VPrin‘te_r's No.—440 |

Wo cortify that this bill has passed the Senato and the House of

Representativea

Chlef Clerk, Senate.

P R R I R R R R R N A A Y A I ) s e e .

“President pro terpore, Senate

Speaker, House of Representatwesk

Approved The ‘ » A. D, 1961,
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