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TBB GBNBRAL·ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYJ.,VANIA 

SENATE BILL 
/ 

410 Seesion ol. 
1 9 6 1 

INTRODUCHD RY MESSHS. I•'J,EMING, PROPERT AND KESSLER, 
MAUCH 14, 1961. 

REFHRHED 'l'O COM"Ml'ITEg ON CONSTITUTIONAi, CHANGES, 
MAUCH 14, 1961. 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 
Proposing an amendment to article nine section four of the Ovnstitu-

lion of the Commonwealth of PennsylYania providing for and 

regulating Commonwealth debt for capital improvements and 

ccrh1in other purposes and prohibiting debts and obligations in-

consistent th crow it h 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby resolves as follows 
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1 ·Section 1 Tho fo11owiug anv:mdmcnt to the Constitution of tho 

2 Commonwealth of l'cnnsylrnnin is proposed in accord:rnl'c with the pro-

3 Yisious of the cightc,cnth nrfidc thereof 

·1 That nrtidc ninr. section four of the Constit11tio11 of tl1c Common· 

5 wealth of Pcnusylnmia be nmc111lcll to r<'n«l 

6 Section 4 (n) No debt shnll be created Ly <Jr on bc]mlf of this 

7 .Qop:imonwealth unless (1) tho debt hne L~cn outhorilc<l by sfntute (2) 

8 the. d~bt is for cn1lital improvements separ:ltel~· spccifie1I in the sfatuto 
: r • ' . • .. 

9 (3) tlw deht has. lJe<>n submitted (() the qnnlitfod c>lectws of tho Com· 

10 mo~wenlth nt a general municipal primary or speeinl olcdion and has 

11 been np1novcd by a majority vote of those voting on the question arnl 

12 - t. _; • ' • • ' • • •• ; , •. 

(.1) the debt is evidenced by general obligation hon<ls ~f thi;"6orim10n· 

. . 
13 ~v~a1th Except as herOin proYitlcd no debt or other oblig~Hon shall here· 

14· ·aft~r be created by or on behalf of this Com1~onwca1th. ~t: by any author· 

15 ' .it~ 'or other agci1cy the repayment of which will b~ niade either directly 

16 or indirectly from Commonwealth l·evenucs whether hy ·difcct payment 

17 o~··ti1rough Jra~ca or other contraehrnl obligations Th~ fo~6going pro-

. . . 
18 visions do not apply (1) to debts payable solely from the r~vcriues from 

19 designated projects and not payable out of any other revenues of the 

20 Commonwealth (2) to the debts created in a manner provided by law 



3 

1 ~y t110. ~s::uancc and sale of tax _anticipation notes imyablo in. t~10 fisca~ 
- ~ ••. -• ~ ••• , . . - .. ~ ~ . : ;..4 

2 pcri?li in whieh Hwy aro _is~~i_c<l from revenues already pr~vi~e.d (3) to 
l . •; . - ' 

s loans.~uthorizcd by section eighteen of this
1 ~rt,iclo and (4) to l~ases and 

··-

4 contractual ob1igatious entered into in tho course of tlw ordinar,r con-
"':". :: 

duct of government rmd not for flw purpo.rn ·of financiug capital im· 

provcmcr;ts by ~aking payments through rentals or otherwise to liqui-

7 dnto dclJts created by authorities or other sg~ncics without the approval 

8 of tho qualified electors Nor do the foregoing provisions apply to debt 

9 created to repel invasion suppress insurrection or defend tho Common-

10 wealth in war or to rcJrnbilitatc ar0as affected by disaster No debt to 

11 i!Upply casual deficiencies of revenue shall lie created exceeding ono 

12 mi11ion dollars in tho aggregate at any one time 

ia (h) All bonds issuC'd shall be serial bo111Js repayable in equal annual 

14 installments over a period not to ew<'ed tl1hty years The first payment 

16 of principal ~hall be not more tlrnn two years after tho date of tho bond 

16 (c) The GC'neral Assembly may authorize hy statute tho issuance of 

17 general obligation bonds for the purpose of assuming any debt heretofore 

18 incurred by any authority and which is currently payable from Common-
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1 wealth re..,·cnues ~ndcr leases to this eo-mmonwealth 'fhe Ge~eral Aer 

I sembly may frolll timo to time authorize by law tho iMuauco 0£ refup.rl-

I _ ing bonds to pay any bonded debt of the C-Ommonwealth, existing at the 

4 time 

_ We certify that this bill has pa.ss~d the Senate &nd the HoU!le of 

Reprcsen tatives. 
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Chief Oler\, Senate 
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P1-eaident pro tempo~-e, Senate 
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Speaker, House of Representatives 


