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. THE GENEJfAL AsSEfrIBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA -

SENATE BILL 
No. 486 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

INTRODUCED BY )fESSHS STEVENSON, HALUSKA, 
AfAJ,LERY, AND HAYS, APRIL 5 1961. 

. ' -- ::'-

RJi~l<'EHHED TO co~nll'f'fEE ON T.OOAL GOVERNMENT, 
M.AJ,l,EHY AND HAYS, APlUJ, 5, l!JGL 

AN ACT· 
Amending the act of June 25 HH7 (P ·1, 1145) entitled as amended 

"An acl ~mpowcring citie.s of tho second class: cities of tlio ·seoond 

·class A cities ~f the third c1a8s boroughs tow1is fo\vliships ·of 

the first class townsJ1ips of t11c second class .school districts ··of 

the second cfa53 school distrids of the thir<.1 class ~nd school Ji&-

tricts of the fourth C'lass to levy assess and collC'd or .to provide 

for the levying nssessnwnt and coll('ction of certain ~Jditional 

taxes subject to maximum limitatio11s for gcnernl revenue pur-

ExPLANATJON-c'APITAL u:rn:RS bdt~te new inattu a.ddoo to blli. Matter wleken-~ 
ts to be emitted from blll. 
Underscoring 1ndlcates new matter r.dded to ertstlng law. (Brae!tetsJ lndtca~ matt.er 
.stricken Crom extstlng law. 
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~sea nuthorizing the establishment of bureaus and the appoint­

n1ent and compensation of officers and eruployes to assess and 

oollect such taxes and permitting penalties to be im})Qsed nnd 

enforced providing an appeal from the ordinance or resolution 

levying such taxes to the court of quarter sessions and to the 

Supreme Court and Superior Court" prescribing the efi'ective 

date of tllxcs lc\iC<l for the first time by any p<>lit_ical subdh·ision 

limiting nppcals by taxpayers to such first t&x levies 

The General° Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pcnnsyh·e:ni!l 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 Section 3 act of June 25 1047 (P L 1145) entitled as 

2 amended "An act empowering cities of the second class cities of the 

3 second class A cities of the third class boroughs towns townships of the 

4 first class townships of the second class school di!;tricts of the second 

5 class school districts of the third class and school districts of the fourth 

6 class to levy assess and collect or to provide for the levying assessment 

7 and collection of certain additional taxes subject to maximum limitations 

8 for general revenue purposes authorizing the establishment of bureaus 

9 and the appointment and compensation of officers and employcs to assess 
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1 and oo1lect such taxes an<l permitting penalties to be imposed and en-

2 forced providing an appeal from tl!.e ordinance or resolution levying 

3 euch taxes to tho t:O\lrt of quarter sessions and t<> the Supreme Court 

4 · and Suporior Court" amended May 9 1949 (P L 898) is amended to 

5 read 

6 Section 3 Appeals by Ta~payers No tax levied for the nrst. time by 

: (·. 

7 any politic-al subJivision to which this act applies shall [in any event] 

8 go into effect until thirty days from tho time of tho adoption of the 

9 ordinance or resolution levying the tax Within said thirty days tax-

10 pa.yen representing 25$-'o or more of the total valuation of real estato 

11 in the political eubdivision u assessed for taxation purposes or taxpayerfl 

12 <>f the political subdiYision not less than 25 in number aggrieved by 

18 the ~ndinance or resolution shall have the right to appeal therefrom to 

14 the court of quarter sessions o{ the county upon giving bond with 

15 sufficient security in the amount of £ye hundred dollars ($500) approved 

16 by the oourt to prosecute the appeal with effect and for the rayment 

17 of co~ts Tho petition sliall set forth the objections t-0 the tax and the 

18 
facts in support of such objcctiC'ns and shaU be acc-0mpanied by the 

19 affidavit of at least fi\'e of the petitioners tbat the averments of the 

petition are true au<l the petition is not filed for tho ]lurpose of delay 
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1 No such appeal shall act as a supersedees _unless specifically allowed 

2 by the c-0urt to which the appeal is taken or a judge thereof 
..... 

3 Immediately up<lll the filing of any such petition the petitioners 
... . - _. · . 

4 shall serve n copy of the petition and any rule granted by tho court 
·.· .... - . ·. ... 
~ 
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7 
.. ' . ~ 

8 

9 

10 
... 

11 

12 

13 

14 
·- .· 
lf> 

upon the president chairman secretary or clerk of the legislative body 

levying tho tax 

The court shall fix a day for a hearing not less than 15 days nor 

more than 30 days after the filing of the petition Notice of tho time 

of such hearing shall be given to all intcrl'stcd parties ns tho court shall 

direct Tho court shall promptly hear and dispose of the appeal 

It shall be the duty of the court to (lcclnn• the Ol'<linance and. 

the tax imposed tlwrcby to be valiJ unless it concludes thnt tho 

ordinance is unlawful or finds that the tax imposed is excessirn or .. '. 
unreasonable but the court shall not interfere with the reasonable 11is-

cretion of the legislative hody in selecting t11e snhjects or fixing the 
• ' • ~ I 

16 rates of the tax The court may declare invalid all or any portion of the 
... ~. - ~- . -

1'1 ordinance or of the tax imposed or may rednce the rates of tax 

' 
]8 Any party to the proceeding sl1all ha,·e the right tQ appeal from 

19 the <lecisiou of the court of quarter ~e.ssions to the Supreme or Superior 
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l CX>urt as in other eases but sueh appeal Niall be tsken within 30 days 

2 from tbe time the decree of the court WAS entered and not thereafter 

3 Any two or more parries may join in such appeal 

4 Section 2 'l'hls o.ct shall fake effect immediately 

We ('!Wtify thit thl1 biJJ bu puaed the Senate and the Home of 

........... 6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Chief Clerk, ~ 

... " ................................... . 
Pl"Mident 1>1'0 tem~ Sen&M 

-· ....... "' ................................ . 

AllProTed 'I"b.e •••••••• day ()f •••••••••••••••••••••• ..1. D. tlel. 
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