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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 201 Seasion of 

1 9 6 1 

MESSRS. LA.i.'\fE1 WEINER AND MURRAY, IN PLAOE, 
FEBRUARY 13, 1961 .. -, . -

REPORTED FHOM COMMITTEE ON \VELF AllE, AS AMENDED 
IN nousr.; OF HEPHESEN'l'A'fIVES, :MAY 23, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act -0f Juno 24 1937 (P I .. 2017) entitled "An aot 

creating in each county (except of the :first Glass) as a separate 

corporation and i'n- each city of the first and second olaas aa a 

part of the city government an instit-ution district £or the ·ca.re 

and maintenance of certain indigent persons and children pre-

scribing the powers and duties of county commissioners oount;y 

treasurers city departments of public welfare the State Depa.rt-

ment of \Velfare and the State Department of Public A88iatanoe 

ExPLANATION--OAPITAL LETTERS indicate new matter added t-0 blll. Mz.tter sb!eken ~e\ilft 
ts to be omltt~ from blll. 
Underscoring Indicates new ms.tter added to exii;tlng law. [Brackets] ind1cate mA\t.er 
Etr!cken from existing law. 
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in respect thereto abolishing certain poor districts and terminat­

ing the tem1s of direot-Or~ overseers guardians and mani~~ers of 

the poor aml poor district auditors and proViding for the tem-. 

porary employment of cert.ain of them providing for the transier: 

Ycsting sale and disposition of the property of poor districts nnd 

the payment of their obligations imposing certain existing obli­

gations on insti·tution districts and on the Commonwealth regu­

lating the affairs of poor districts until aboH~~d revising amend­

ing changing and oonsolidating the law relating t-0 th~ care of 

the poor and repealing existing laws" further regulating the 

powers and dutiea of local authorities as to persons in foster: 

homes and as to children and y-0ulh and further regulatllig pay-

ments for care 

The General Aeeembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylnnia 

hereby enacts as foUowa 

Section 1 Olause (g) of section 401 sot of June 24 1937 (PL 201'1} 

known as the "County Institution District Law'' added October 2 1959-

(P I~ 1001) is amended to read 

Section 401 Powers 8.Ild Duties as to Care of Dependents and 

Ohildren The local authorities shall have the power and it shall be 
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1 their duty with funds of the institution district or of the city a~,oro-

2 ing to rules regulations and standards established by tho· State Depart.:·· 

8 rncnt of Public Welfare 

4: * * * 

(g) To contract with any individual association corporation insti-

6 tution or goYernmcntal agency for the pu~·pose of providing foster home 

7 rare for [adults] persons over eip:hteen years of age who are in in-

8 stitutions and under the care and supervision of tho institution district 

g if in the discretion of the [institution district] local m1t}1oritics snch 

10 foster home care is advi!!ablc Thu [institution di8trfot] ~ auth-0ritie.J 

11 may expeml funds for ~ foster home eare [for arlul~. nceept•?d for 

12 eare and snpervi8ion by the institution district] in addition to any funds 

18 paid by tlrn Commonwealth or any individual association corporation _ 

14 institution or governmental agency to or for such [adults] persons over 
# 

15 
I/ 

eighteen years of age 

16 Section 2 Section 401 of tho act is amended by adding at the 

17 end thereof a new clause to read 

18 Section 401 Powers and Duties as to Caro of Dopendenta and 

19 Children The local authoritiea shall havo the power and it shall be their 

20 duty with funds of the institution district or of the city according to 
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rules regulations and standards establi~hed by the State Department of 

Public Welfare 

* * * 

(h) To require that any person c.ared for in an institution as de­

.fined herein shall pay for the oo!t of his care to the extent of his avail: 

able resources 

Section 3 Section 405 of the act amended January 7 1960 (P Le 

2100) is amended to read 

Section 405 Powers and Duties of Local Authoritie!l As to 

Children The local authorities of any institution district shall have the 

power smd [it slrnH be their duty to place in foster homes or in insti-

tutions or homes fo~· children all neglected or dependent children 

whether adjudicated as neglected or dependent ~y a e-0urt or not whose 

placement and care are not. otherwise provided for by law] for the 

purpose of protc.cting and promoting the welfare of children and youth 

it shall be their duty to provide those child wolf arc services designed 

to keep children in their own home prevent ncgfoct abuse and exploita­

tions help overcome problems that result in dependency neglect or dc­

linque.nc.v and to provide in foster family homes or chilrl c.ari!lg institu-
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l tions adequate substitute care for dependent . or neglected children -

whether or not such children have been adjudicated as ncgle.ctcd or 

a dependent and upon the request of ~he court for children and yo~ -

who l1avc been adjudicated delinquent 

I No child under 'he ago of sixteen years shall unless he is mentally 

6 or physieaHy handicapped and no other care is available for him be 

7 admitted to or nIAintained in an institution conducted by tho local 

8 authorities other than a hospital or 6anitarium 

9 Section 4 'I'hc act is amcmletl l>~· ndding after section 409 three -
10 new sections to read 

11 Sootion 410 Pr()viding Certain Services Without Charge Prohibited 

12 Notwithstanding any other provisions o-f law r.:o fo~l authority shnll 

13 provide without charge any items -0f care or service other than clothin~ 

14 and incidentals which an individunl is entitled to receive as assist!m~e 

15 under the "Public Assistance Law'' but this S€Ction shall not be con-
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,-~~~~-

16 strued to preclude any local authority from supplementing such public 

17 assistance 

18 Section 411 Payments by Loe-al Authorities The local authorities 

19 ehall pay monthly to the Department of Public Welfare the a~ 

2-0 expended by the department during the prc<'Nling month as a.ssi&tance 
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I to patients in institutions plus the oost of _administering 8uch assistarn~ .. 

·2 .minus the amount of Fe<loral funds properly rec'cived or to be reooived 
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by the Department of Public \Velfaro 'on account of such e"pendih~ 

increased or reduced as the c.ase may be by any amount by which the 

sum pa.id for any previoua month differed from the amount which 

should have been paid for such previous month As provided in· ~ · 

11Publio Assistanee I~aw" tho Department of Public \Velfare shall cer­

tify to tho local authorities the amount to be paid by them to tho 

deparUf!e~ 

Section 412 Limit.ation of authority respcetin~ public assistance 

recipients tho local authorities shall not exercise supervision or control 

over tho finances or services other than medical or remedial care pro· 

vided as assistance to or on behalf of dependents who are recipients of 

assistance under the Public Assistance Law 

SECTION 5 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE Kl~,FECT AUGUST 1 

1061 

. . - ' .. , ~ . -_·> .. ·_ 
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We oortif y that thia bill bu paa80d the Senate a.n.d ~ HOU89 of 

Repreeentatine. 

.. , .................................... . 
. Ohiel Olerk, S-..· 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~eni pro~ S.U.W; 

t I I I I I I I I t I t I I t I I I • I I I I t I I I • ti I t I f • I I I a a I 

Bpt&bT1 lI<JU6 of RepcMenta~· 

:.Approved 'the •••. , , , • day of • , • , • , , , •• , ••••••••••• A. D. 198L. 
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