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THB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 345 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

:MESSHS. SAHHAF, PEOHAN AXD DONOLO\\r, IN PLACE, 
~I.AUCH 6, 1UG1. 

MR McOHEESII, COMMI'l"l'BI~ ON PUIH,IO HKAI,'l'H .AND 
WELFARE, AS .A)[J~XDED, JUNE G, 1001. 

AN ACT 
Regulating sewage disposal systems and private· water supplies in tbe 

interest of preserving the health of the people o{ the Common-

wealth requiring permits to he issued to persons installing sewage 

disposal systems or private water supplies imposing certain duties 

on the Department of Health and on municipalities and providing 

penalties 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

ExPLANATION-CAPITAL LE'rI'ERS 1ndlca.te new ID.Atter added to bill. :Matter sMektR thlweh 
~ to be omltted from bill. 
Undersoortng indicates new matter r.dded to existing law. (Bn.cketaJ lndJe&t& m&tter 
lltrtcken trocn emUnir t&w. 
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1 Section 1 As used in this act the following words and phrases shall 

2 have the meanings ascribed to them in this section unless tho context 

3 · clearly indicates otherwise 

4 (1) ''Department" means the Department of Health of tho Com· 

5 monwealth 

6 (2) "Private Water 8nppl~·" shall indu•le all wnter supplio~ FOH 

7 llU~L\ X COX8lDIPTION not r<'qnhing n cNtilk·ale o( pulilic <'Oil· 

8 ve11iC'uce aml urrC'ssity from the Pcnnsylvnnia Pultlic Ht ilil~· Commi~!lion 

' 9 \ .'\ 
'\ .. ,~ '· 

(3) "Sewage Disposal System" means any sow11go disposstl system 

10 whic.h is not subject to the provisions of Act of June 22 1037 (P T, HlS7) 

11 and its amendments 

12 (4) "Sewage" shall includo any substauce thRt contAins Any of tho 

13 waste products or excrementitious or other diadrnrge from tho botlics 

14 of human beings or animals 

15 (6) "Person" shall include any person c.'opart norship nsso<.'intion or 

16 private corporati-On 

17 (6) "Municipality" shall include any county city borough town or 

18 township or any Department. or Board of Health thereof 
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Section 2 No person shnll install or lrnvo installed a sewage dis­

posal system or a private water supply contrary to tho provisions of this 

act No person shall install a sewage disposal system or private -water 

supply or construct any building on land on which a sowago disposal 

system or private water supply is to ho installed without first obtaining 

a permit indicating that the site and tho plans and spcciflcf!tions of 

such system or supply are in compliance with the provisions of this act 

and the n1les and regulations adopted imrsuant thereto Provided however 

That no permit shall be required in those cases where tho Deputmcnt 

determines that such permit is not necessary for tho protecti1m of tl10 

publio health 

Section 3 All municipalities sliall administer tho provisions of tltls 

act and the rules and regulations adopted by the Departmont Each 

municipality administering this act shall submit to tho Department such 

reports as the Department shall require 

Section 4 The Department shall have the power and its duty shall be 

to adopt such rules and regulations as are necessary to protect the health 

of the people Such rules and regulations shall provide for the issuance 

of permits by the Department or municipalities for the establishing of 

minimum standards .for the approval of site design oonstruction and 
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l installation of eowago <lispoe.al systems and private water supplies 

I 'Vhenovcr a municipality el1all not administer tho provisions of t.his 

8 Mt in oonfonnity with tho rules and regulations o{ tl10 Department 

' or whonover such a municipality shall request tho Ucpartmont so to do 

I the Department e.hall administer tho provisions of this a.ct in such 

6 municipality Nothing herein oontaincd shall abridgo tho power of the 

'I Department of Health to abate conditions inimical to hoalth 

8 Tl1e Department shall adopt the necessary rules and regulat.ions 

9 t-0 effect the transfer of administration from municipalities tc the 

1-8 Department and from the Department to municipalities 

11 Section 5 Nothing in this act shall be deemed to affect modify 

t2 amend or repeal any provisions of tho Act of June 22 1937 (PL 1987) 

18 as amended or to affect the powers and duties of the Sanitary Water 

14 Board 

15 Section 6 The Attorney General at the request of the Secretary of 

16 Health shall have the power to institute in the Court of Oomm<.Jn Pleas 

17 of Dauphin Oouny an action against any person violating the provisions 

18 of this act t<> restrain said violation and {or this purpose the said Court 

19 of Common Pleas of Dauphin County is vested with jurisdiction to 
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1 hear determine and adjudfoate such matter and grant such relief as is 

2 necessary and appropriate 

3 Any municipality administering the provisions of this act shall have 

4 the power t-0 institute through its legal counsel in the Court of Common 

5 Pleas of the County in which it is situated a proceeding to restrain 

6 violations of this act 

7 Section 'l .A.Jiy person who shall violate any of the provisions <>f this 

8 act or the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder or who resists 

9 or interferes with :my officer agent or cmployo of tl1c Department or 

10 of a municipality in the performance of his duties shall upon conviction 

11 thereof in a summary proceeding before any justice of the peace aldel'" 

12 man or magistrate in the County in which the offense was committed 

13 hf' sent~mced to pay a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) 

14 and costs and not more than three hundred dollars {$300.00) nnd oosta 

15 to be paid to said County or in default thereof shall be confined in the 

16 County jail for a period of not more than thirty {30} days 

34-5--SW-2 
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We certify that thie bill has pa.seed the Senate and tho Roue ol. 

..................................... ' ... 
l. 
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President pro tempore, Seat.tie 

.......... ,. ................................. . 
Speaker, Houae of ~p~ 

ApproTed 'l1le ••••• · •• ~ day of •••••••••• . . ' .. • ...... .A. D. 1ttt . 
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