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TBB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No, 497 Session of 

l 9 6 1 

~lE8SHS. HIPP, DEVLIN AND S'l'AISEY, IN PLACE, 
.APHIL 10, 1961. 

AS A~IENDED ON 'fHIHD READING, MAY 10, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of April 4 1925 (P J_, 127) entitled "An act relating tQ 

Adoption" further prescribing which persons must appear in court 

The General Assembly Qf the Comllfonwealth -0£ Pennsylvania 

hereby ~nacts as follows 

Section 1 Section 3 act of April 4 1925 (P L 127) entitl!;ld "An 

act rcl1;1ting to ..t;\.dqptioµ" awended 4.ugi1st 2.9 105~ (J.> L. l~H) is 

arnenq~g to re~~ 

EXPLAN.lTION-OAPITAL LETTERS lndlcate new matter 11.dd~ to bill. Matter etriekeR thre\l&b 
l.1 to be omlttM from blll. 
Underaoortng lndtcates new matte: e.ddtd to eil.stlng law. [Bracket.a] lndlea~ InAtt.eor 
ii'G1eken tro-;.n ulatlng la.w. 
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1 Section 3 Hearings Upon presentation of any such petition to adopt. 

2 as aforesaid a 'time for hearing thereon shaU be fixed not less than ten 

3 days from said presentation which said hearing shaU bo private or in open 

4 court as the court. shall determine and may ho adjourned from time to 

5 time if the nature 0£ the case shou]rl so require At said hearing the 

6 adopting parents or parent the person proposed to be ndoptecl fif in the 

7 opinion of the court [such persons' presence] THE PRESENCE OF 

8 THE PERSON TO BE ADOPTED is deemed necessary and all the 

9 persons whose c<rnsent is necessary liercnmlcrf and any person con-

10 cerned individually or as a representative of an agency acting as an inter-

11 · mediary between the natural parent or parents and the adopting parents 

12 it in 4-e &pieion af. t.he eetiff &Heft f7€POOHt;' f:lPeseHeo ~ dee1ue4aeeesea1:r 

11 &H4 all ~ fJCF-J011s whese eoooNHi ia Heeeet!QF:f hereuHd-ao must avpear in 

14 : 'person and be examined under oath by such court or judge but the per-

1& sonal appearance of tho natural parents or other persons whoae consent 

16 is. necessary hereunder mRy be dispensed with in the. discretion of the 

17 court or judge hearing tho petition H such persons reside without the 

18 jurisdiction of the court or if for any other reason the said oourt or 

19 judge deem it unnecessary provided the duly executed consents 0£ such 

•. 



1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

'1 

8 

9 

10 

11 
.... ~-

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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persons in writing have been £led with the petition and the said court 

or judge may in his discretion require the personal appearance of the 

natural parents of the child at a different time and separate and apart 

fr-0m that of the other parties in interest THE PUESENOE OF ANY 

l':ERSON CONCERNED INDIVIDU.AJ,J,,Y OR AS A REPR& 

SENTATIVE OF AN AGENCY ACTING AS AN INTERMEDI­

ARY BETWEEN TIIE NATUJiAL J>.ARENT on PARENTS AND 

TH.I<; ADOPTING PARENTS :MAY BE DISPJ<~NSED "WITH BY 

THE COURT OR JUDGE IF SUCH PERSON UESIO:ES WITH­

OU'f THI~ JURISDICTION O~"' THE COURT 

Where a finding of abandonment has been made by a court in ac­

cordance with the provisions 0£ section 1.2 of this act but the court wl1ere 

such finding has been made is a court other than the court in which the 

adoption proceedings are pending the petitioners shall attach to their 

vetition to adopt a copy of the decree. of abarn.lonment duly certified by 

the clerk of the court where the finding of abandonment was made 

When abandonment is ayerred in the petition for adoption hut has 

not previously been found as a fact in a c.ourt notiffoation to the parent· 

or parents of the time and place of the hearing shall be made by per­

sonal service or registered mail to the last known address If the parent 
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1 or p~rents cannot be found ev.ic,lence of sea]:ch satisfactory to the court 

2 shall be given ,\it1cn parent or pl\ri.'nts cannot be locatcq th~ rct'4rncd re· 

.J ceipt of tho registered letter to tho last known 11d<lrcS3 shall ho con­

• sidcred conclusive evidence of search If parcntlll rights haYo been term­

~ inated previously under the provisions of this act citJHJr by \'oluutary 

fJ relinquishment or by the finµing of abandonment consent of tho pnrcnt 

'f or llarents or notification of tho hcnrin~ shnll not Lo required The said 

$ court or judge shall also hear any other testimony ns to tho facts set forth 

g in the petition or necessary to inform tho court l\S to tho <leairability of 

10 the proposed adoption and shall also mako or ca11so to Lo rµado an in-

11 vestigation by some person or publio agency or private agency (wit4 

11 its CQnseut} specifically dei;.ignated by said CO\ltt or ju~go to v~r;.fy the 

13 statements of the petition nncl auqh other lftcta as wUl give the court 

14 :full knowledge as w the desirability of the proposed adoption 

16 The court shall establish a procedure for tho payment of investiga· 

16 tion costs by the petitioners or by such other persons as tho court may 

17 direct 

18 Section 2 This act shall take effect immediately 
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we certify thllt thie bill h.u pused. the Senato and th~ Route •. 
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Speaker, &UM of Rep"lam.._ 
-• 

A.ppro"Ted n. ........ da1 of •••••••••••••••••••••• A. D. 1Hl . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . 
Governor 
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