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CHAPTER LXIX.

An ACT to diffolve the marviage contract be-
tween  Fobn Kunius and Baz‘/ﬁoeba his wife,
late Bathfbeba Troth.

HEREAS, John Kunius of Germantown,

in the county of Philadelphia, by his
petition to the legiflature hath reprefented that
on the twenty-fifth day of July, one thoufand
eight hundred, he was lawfully joined in mar-
riage, with Bathfheba Troth his prelent wife;
that it hath fince appeared that the faid Bath-
theba, previoufly to any conneétion or acquain-
tance between her and the faid John, was got
with child and was pregnant at the time of faid
marriage ; of which child the faid Baththeba
was delivered, on the twenty-fecond day of
September, in the fame year ; and now ftands
charged by the grand inqueft of the common-
wealth, enquiring for the county of Philadel-
phia, with having on the faid twenty-fecond day
of September, killed and murdered the faid in~
fant; and that on the twenty-feventh day of the
faid month of September, the faid Baththeba,
(probably to avoid the punifhment due to the
enormity of her crime) deferted the houfe of
the faid John, nor hath he fince feen her, nei-
ther doth he know precifely where fhe is; but
believes her to be fecreted fomewhere in her na-
tive ftate of New-Jerfey: And whereas, from
fundry documents of the fupreme court of this
commontyealth,
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tommonwealth, dated January the fecond, An-
no Domini, one thoufand eight hundred and
two, the foregoing ftatement of faéts, hathbeen
fatisfattorily proved to the legiflature; and
all the judges of the faid court have {peci-
ally recommended an application for redrefs,
by the faid John to the legiflature, in the
following words, to wit: The court are clear-
ly of opinion, that no relief can be grant-
ed the petitioner, within the provifions of the
alt of aflembly; at the fame time, the circum-
ftances of the cafe are of fo peculiar and
diftrefling a nature, that they conceive it a very
proper occafion, for the interpofition of the le-
giflature, and recommend the petitioner to pre-
fer his petition for relief to the legiflature, in
order that the only relief which can conftitu-
tionally be granted, may be afforded: And
whereas it is but jult and reafonable, that
an injured and innocent perfon, fhould be re-
leafed from all legal ties, with a perfon of fuch
depravity of mind, and fo abandoned and defx
titute of all the fympathetic feelings of human -
nature : Therefore, ‘ '

Se&tion 1. Be it enalled by the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Commonwealth of
Pennfylvania, in General Affembly met, and it is :
bereby enalted by the authority of the fame, That The marrage
the marriage of the faid John Kunius and Bath- f,fug‘;l,',ﬁ Xus
fheba Kunius, be, and the fame is hereby de- fcbe Kuniug,
clared to be void and annulled, to all intents dewednull
and purpofes whatfoever ; and they are hereby
refpetively declared to be {eparate, fet free, and
totally difcharged from the matrimonial ¢ontraét,
and from all duties and obligations arifing therc-
from, as fully, effettually and abfolutely, as if

they had never been joined in matrimony; any
VoLt V. T law,
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law, ufage or cuftom, to the contrary not

withftanding.

ISAAC WEAVER, junior, Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentativves.

SAMUEL MACLAY, Speaker
of the Senate.

APyRovnb—-April the fecond, 1802 :
THOMAS M¢KEAN, Governor
of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

CHAPTER LXX.

A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT ¢t the alt, en-
titled ¢ An A to ¢fpablifbh the j‘zzdmal Courts
< of 'this Commonwealth.”

Seéhon 1. BIZ it enacled by the Senate and

Houfe of Reprofentatives of the

Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General As-

, - sembly met, and it is berchy cnalled by ihe au-

The court of therity of the fame, That the prefident and

in Besks voun. judges of the court of common pleas, in the

ty empowered county of Berks, fhall be authorifed, and they
to hold ad-

. jousncd conrts, 3¢ hereby required, to hold adjourned courts

: of common pleas in the faid county, for try-

ing and arguing civil caufes, to continue each

one week, to wit: On the firft Monday in

‘March ; on the firft Monday in June; and on

the fecond Monday in Dc.ccmbc,r, annually.

Limitetionop , O€C 20 And be it Surther enalted by the au-
she ae.  thority aforefaid, That this a@ fhall continue
in



