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&awn, and appropriated in the manner prescribed by th6 
said act. · · 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
ef the Ho1mof Reprm11l~tivet• 

P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Smale •. 
ApPl\OVED-the fourth .day ot February, one· thousand eight: 

hundred and nine. 
SIMON SNYDER, 

--:~:---
CHAPTER VII. 

z,, ACT dimlvi11g Jhe 11iarriage if JoM M•C/el!m a11d MargM(~ 
M•Clellmhis wife. · 

W HEREAS it appears by the memorial and petition of Mar
garet lW'Cl!lllen, of the city of Philadelphia, that she 

was lawfully j 0 ined, in marriage. witb:·John M·Clellen, on the 
sovqnth day. of July, one thousand seven hundred .and ninety
siii:, and. lived with said John M•Clellen from that tim,e Qntil the 
thirty-first day of. January; one thousand eight hundred and se • 
. ven ! And whereas it appears the said J obn. possessed. a severe, 
cruel and tyrannical disposition, 'which at length grew so. ungo• 

. vcrnable and savage, that. hei th~ said John used the greatest 
crnelties in beating and otherwi.se. abusing the person of his said 
wife Margaret M<Clellen : And whereas it appears from the <!o
cuments accompanying the petition, that 'Margaret M•Clellen, 
has always maintained a good and reputable character, and it be-· 
ing just and reasonable that relief should be afforded in snch 
cases : Therefore, · 

. SECT; r. )3E it enacted by the Smote Plllf Houu of Repremztativ~I 
.o/thf Commomuealthef Pen111yf.ua11ia ill General Auembly met, a11d· 
it it hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That tM ril.ar-

" riage contract entered into by. the said John and Margaret 
Mlll'tl'logte r M•Clcllen, be, and the same is hereby declared too be null and 
conrnco "d dh' ·' fi d'J df John M'Cfol .vo1 , an; t e parties respectively set . ree and isc inrge roip. 
lei\ ahd,l\i:ir- the man;iage contract, and all the duties arising under tlie same 
g~f.c\ l\\s 

1 
as folly and abso1utely as if they had never been joined in mar;-;:i: """u • riagc, but nothing-herein contained shall be construed to affect 
or render illegitimate, any child or children born of the body 
of the said Margaret during the coverture, 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
of tbe Bouu of Reprm11tativer. 

P. C. L"ANE, Spea~er of the Se11atr, 
APP!tOVED-tbe fo';'rth day of Feb,uary, .one thousani:l .. eig~t 

hundretl and mne. · 
. SJMON SNYDER.. 


