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manufacture to be then going on, may seize and remove the said. 
articles therefrom within the space of twenty-four hours, to 
some safe and convenient place, and therein detain the same un
til it be determined in the proper· court whetper the same be 
forfeited or not, by virtue of this act. 

Th f1 • SECT. III. r.bid be it fitrther enacted by the authority qfaresaid, 
tur!s f~~~~- .That the penalties and forfeitures mentioned in this act may .be 
red, how recovered as debts of equal amount are by law recoverable, with 
disposed of. costs of suit, the one moiety of which penalties and forfeitures 

shall go to the guardians of the poor of the city of Philadelphia, 
the district of Southwark, and the township of the Northern
Liberties, or to the overseers of the poor of the township of Moy
amensing respectively, accordingly as the said seizure was made 
within the said city or district, or either of the townships afore
said, and the other moiety to the informer or prosecutor w.ho 
shall sue for the same. · 

Th
• SECT, IV. And be. it fi1rther enacted by the authority qfaresaid, 
is act may Th .f . . b d d d . be µlead in at I any smt or action e com.mence an. prosecute aga1m:t 

any snit had, any person or persons for any thmg done in pursuance of this, 
in conse- act, every such person or persons may plead the general issue, 
quence of d and give · this acf ·and the special matter in evidence, and if a 
anv procee • d' · fi d l l • ·.tr b in"s under ver ict shall pass for the de en ant or t 1e p amt1u ecome non-
it~ suit or discontinue his action, or if i;in demurrer or otherwise 

· Defendant judgment shall be given against the plaintiff, the defendant shall 
to recover · 
treble costs. recover treble costs. 

JAMES ENGL_E, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 

P, C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate. 
At>PROVED-the sixteenth day of March, one thousand eight 

hundred and nine. 
SIMON SNYDER. 

---=@=---
CHAPT:ER :XXXV. 

An Act allowing further time to the Commissioners ef Luzeme coun-
ty for the re-paymmt ef certain numies due the commonwealth. 

W HEREAS by an act of the Legislature, passed the nine
teenth day ot March, 6ne thonsand eight hundred and· 

seven, there was granted to the Trustees of Wilkesbarre Acade
my, the sum of two thousand dollars, being part of four thou
sand three hundred and twenty-five dollars, due from the county 
of Luzerne to this commonwe:ilth, upon condition that the com
missioners of said county should pay into the state treasury 
within two years from the time of passing said act, the balance 
of the aforesaid debt, viz. the sum of two thousand three hundred 
aud twe'nty-five dollars. And whereas it has been represented 
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tp the legislature, that . the payment of the money within the 
time stipulated would, from a variety of unforeseen circumstances, 
be an oppressive inconvenience to the citizens of Luzerne ; 
Therefore, 

SECTION I. BE it enacted by the Senate atid Hottse ef Repr.e·
sentatives ef the Commonwealth ef Pennsylvania, its General As-
sembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, T' " 

1
. 

Tl h ·· 11 d l · · fL 1me1ort1e iat t e time a owe tot ie comm1ss1oners o uzerne county, payment of 
by an act passed the nineteenth day of March, one thousand eight a certain 
hundred and seven, for the payment of a cerfain sum of money sum of mo
be, and the same is hereby extended in the following manner, ney il}'. tl~e 
l . . . . comm1ss 1on-
t~at zs to say, They shall pay or cause to be paid, mto the state ers ofLu-
treasury on or before the first day of June next, one thousand zern~ county 
d0llars, and the remaining sum of one thousand three hundred to this cf~
and twenty-five dollars, on or before the first day of June, one :x~~~~d!~ ' 
il1ousand eight hundred and ten, with interest: Provided always, Provi:;p. 
That in case of failure to comply with the provisions of this act, 
the grant of two thousand dollars heretofore made to the trustees 
of WilkesQarre Academy, shall revert to the commonwealth, aJ!.d 
the commissione.rs of said county shall thereupon forthwith pay 
or cause to be paid over to the state treasurer, the full sum of four 
thousand three hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
ef the HouseofRepresentative.r_, 

P. C. LANE, Speaker ef the Senate. 
APPROVED-the sixteenth d-ay of March, one thous;ind eight 

famdred and nine. 
SIMON SNYDER. 

---@---
CHAPTER XX.XVI, 

.11,n ACT concerning libelJ'. 
Snc'l'ION I BE it enacted by the Senate and House if Represm~ 

' tatives of the CommotJwealth of Pennsylvania, in No pel'son t•. 
General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority efbe prosecu
the same, That from and after the passing of this act no person tc;d by in
shall be subject to prosecution by indictment in ·any of the courts thctn:e?t for 
of this l h r l bl' • f . . e::cammmg ·com~onwea t , r~r tie pu 1cat1011 o papers exammmg and publish· 
the pr~ceedmgs of the legislature or any branch of government, ing the con· 
~r for mvestigating the official conduct of officers or men in pub- di:ct of cei•-
hc capacity. tam officers. 

SE~T. II. 411d he it fitrthe1· enacted by the authority qforesaid, 
That m all actions or criminal prosecutions of a libel, the defen- Th~ tl'~1tb 
~ant may plead the truth thereofin justification or give the same ~0 be. gwen 
1ll eviden e d · f • b · . · m evidence b • . c , an . l any prosecution y md1ctment, or any action in :in nctions. 

e 1nst.1tuted against any person or persons con~rary to the true ofcriroin:i:l 
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