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CHAPTER XLIL

An ACT authorize and direct the governor to -incorpovate a Company
" for erecting a permanent bridge over the river Schuylkill, opposite the
Flaterock in the county of Philadelphia.
. ' E i enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
Secrion L. B tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in

' General Assembly met, and it is bereby- enacted by the authorsty of

the same, That Lewis Rush, Benjamin Smick, Joseph Starne,
Conrad Krickbaum, Géorge Grow and, Christopher . Heidrick, ¢ s
be, and they are hereby appointed Commissioners to do and per=og é‘g";;:;'
form the several duties hereinafter mentioned: :hat is #o 5ay, books to ren
They shall on or before the first day of June next, pro~ ceive sub-
cure a book or books, and therein enter as follows: We whose ScHpuons:
names are hereunto subscribed, do promise to pay to the treasur~

er of the company for erecting a permanent bridge over the river
Schuylkill, opposite the Flat-rock, for theuse of the said com-

pany, the sum of fifty dollars for each share of stock, set oppo-

site to our respective namies by us subscribed, in such manner and
proportion, and at such times as shall be determined on by the

president and managers of said company, in pursuance of an act

of the general Assembly, entitled ¢ An act to authorize and

direct the governor to incorporate a company for erecting a per~

manent bridge over the river Schuylkill at the Flat-rock, in the

county of Philadelphia,” Witness our hands this day

of one thousand eight hundred and - ” and shall

Commissian.

thereupon give notice in three newspapers printed at Philadelphia Notice to be

one whereof shall be in the German language, and ong printed &0 z&g‘e

at Norristown for one calendar month at least, of the times and places for
places, when and where the said book or books shall be opened receiving
to receive subscriptions for the stock of said company, at .which“:.l‘;‘:‘ss"f.‘?‘
respective times and placessome one of the said commissioners
shall attend respectively, and shall open said book or books at least
six hours in very day for three juridical days 1f so many shall be
necessary, and allow any person of the age of twenty one years to
subscribe therein, in his own name or in the name of names of
any person or persons by whom he shall be authorized so to do,
on the first of said days within the hours aforesaid, for.one share,
on the second, for one or two shares, on the third, for one, two
or three shares, and on any succeeding day while the said book
or books shall remain open for any number of sharesin the said
stock, and if at the expiration of the said three first days, the said .
book or books opened as aforesaid shall not have two hundred Commission.
shares subscribed therein, the said commissioners may adjourn to ¢S may ad.
§uch times and placesas they shall think necessary, of which ad_;;t?#;ntirg:r;e
journment public notice shall be given, and when the subscrip- until 200
tions shall amount to two hundred shares as aforesaid, the same shares shall

shall be closed, and if before said subscription shall be declarcd:f&f,gc?,f;é‘d;

.
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to be full, application shall be madé to subscribe more shares than
will fill said book or books, then the said commissioners shall ap-
portion the whole , number of shares among all those who shall
have subscribed or offer to subscribe as aforesaid on that day, by
deducting from the subscribers, if moré shares than one, such
proportion of shares by them respectively subscribed, as will
ledve every person one of more shares: Provided always, 'That
every person offering to subsciibé in the said book or books in his
own naine, or ih that of any other person, shall previously thereto
Fivedolars DAy 10 the atteénding commissioner or commissioners five dollars,
to bepaid on for evéry share so to be subscribed, ot of which moniés shall
:?ﬂ::‘é{“;i be defriyed the expences attending the taking of such subscrip-
of subseis. tion, and other iricidéntal charges, and the remaindei shall be
bing. . paid over by the said commissioners to the treasurer of the cor-
JIncidental  poration, as soon as the same shall be organized, and the officers
ﬁ?}iﬁ‘(’fs % thereof chosen asis hereinatter directed. .
Secr. I 4nd be it further enacted by the authority aforéiaidy
That the said eommissioners when the whole number of shares
shall have been subscribed, shall certify under their hands and
seals the names of the subscribers, and the number of shares
subscribed by or apportioned to each subscriber to the governot,
and thereupon it shall be the duty of the goverior by letters
patent under his hand and the seal of the stite, to credte and
Company to erect the subscribers into one body politic and corporate in deed
be incorpo- and in law by the nameé, style and title of « The managers and
rated when ooi.oan £ i manent bridge over the river Schuyls
thié whole pany for erecting a permanent ge over the rive uy
number of Kill, at the Flat-rock,” and by thesaid name the said subscrib-
shares are  és shall have perpetual succession, and all privileges and fran-
‘'subscribed - chises incident to a corporation,-and shall be capable of taking
ind holding their said capital stock, and the increase and profits
Stock may  thereof; and of enlarging the samé by new subscriptions, in
be enlarged Such mannér and form as they may think proper, if such ens
by new sub- largement shall be found necessaiy to fulfil the intent of
scriptions.  this act, and of purchasing, taking and bolding to them and
their succéssors and assigns in fee simple, or for any less estate,
all such lands, tenements, hereditaments, estate, real and
petsonal, as shall be necessary and convénient to them in the
prosécution of their works, and the same to sell and dispose of
at their pleasure, and of suing and being sued, and of doing all
and every other matter and thing which a corporation or body
Fhe six per- politic may lawtully do. , o
sons st wa. _ SECT YIL dnd be it further enacted by the anthority aforéiaidy
med in the That the six persons first named in the said letters patent, shall
p?::n:n? as soon as conveniently may be after the same have been sealed,
Fmonth’s nom gix:e notice in two or more public newspapers printed at Philadel-
tice of the phia, one whereof shall be in the German language, and also
tl:rl.: ':g e in 2 public newspaper printed at Norristown, of the time and
Sompang. © place by them to be appointed, not less than one calendar months



fiom the time of issuing the first notice, at which time antd

place the said subscribers shall proceed to organize the said Majotity to -
corporation, and shall choose by a majority of votes of said cheosea prer
subscribers by ballot, to be delivered in person, one president, sident, six
six managers, one treasurer, and such other officers as they panagers,
shall think necessary to conduct the business of ‘said company, ang stho
until other officexs shall be lawfully chosen, and make such by- officers.
laws, rules, orders, and regulations not inconsistent with the ‘Authorized
laws which govern this commonwealth, as shall be found ne- 1° make bye-
cessary for the well-ordering of the affaiis of said company : "

Provided always, That no person shall have more than five pérsoh'to '

votes at any election, or in determining any question arising have more,
at such meetings, whatever number of shares he may be enti- than five .
tled to, and that each person shall be entitled to one vote for Yotes-
every share under five. - ' ,

Secr. IV. dnd beit furiber enalled by the authority afore- o = .
said, That the said stockholders shall meet on the first Mon- meetiné’s of
day in January next following the organization of said com- the stock-
pany, and on the first Monday in January in every succeeding bolders,
year, at such place as shall be fixed on by the rules and orders
of the said company, to be made as aforesaid for the purpose
of cheosing such officers as aforesaid, for the ensuing year.

" Szcr. V. dnd be it furtber enalted by the authority afore= Certificare
said, That the president and managers first to be chosen as to be given
aforesaid, shall procure certificates, to be written or printed, to evety per-
for all the shares of stock of the said company. and shall deli- :g';rfgr b
ver one of such certificates, signed by the president, and coun-
tersigned by the treasurer, and sealed with the seal of the
corporation, to each person for every share by him suhscribed,
and held, he paying to the treasurer in part of the sum due = =
theregn, the sum of ten dollars for each share, which certifi cel‘;“ﬂ‘“-“""
cate shall be transferable at his pleasure, in person, or by attor- }21.a§1‘;“‘;3";'
ney, in presence of the president or treasurer, subject howe- particular
ver to the payments due, or that may grow due thereon ; and way-
the assignee holding any certificate, having first cuused the as-

Signment to be enter¢d in a book of the company, to Le kept
for that purpose, shall be a member of said corporation ; and
for every certificate by him held, shall be entitled to one share
of the capital stock, and of all the estate and emoluments of
the company, and to vote as aforesaid, at the meetings thereof,

Secr. VI. dud be it further enacted by the authority afore- _,
said, That the smd president and managers shall megt at such févemfeg"
times and places and be convened in such manner as shall be bo;fwf to con-
agreed on for transacting their business, at such meetings five stitute'a
Members shall be a quorum, who in the absence of the presi- quorum—
der}t may choose a chairman, and shall keep minutes of all 32::1}31.1%%
their transactions fairly entered in a book, and a quorum being goixt;nog'fl}).
et they shall have full power and authority to agree with and neers, &o.
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‘appoint such engineers, superintendants, artists and other offiv
cers as they shall think necessary to carry on said bridge, and
" Pix salaries, to fix their salaries and other wages, to ascertain the times,
wages, &c. manner and proportions ‘in which the stockholders shall pay
the money due on their respective shares, in order to carry on
" the work of the said bridge, to draw orders on the treasurer for
all monies to pay the expence accruing on the erection of said
bridge, which shall be signed by the president or in his ab-
sence by a majority of 2 quorum and countersigned by their
slerk, and to do and transact all other such matters and things
as by the by-laws, orders and regulations of the company shall

be committed to them. » '
~ Sear. VIL dnd be it further enacted by the autbority afore-
said, That if any stockholder after thirty days notice given in
one or more newspapers printed at Philadelphis, and in one
“printed at Norristown of the time and place appointed for the
Penalty on  Payment of any proportion or dividend of said capital stock,
neglecting to shall neglect to pay such proportion at the time appointed or
A gfi:ot}lm— within forty. days thereafter the time so appointed, every
dividends opSUch stockholder or his assignee shall in addition to the pro-
capital stock, portion so called for, pay at the rate of four per centum per
month for every delay of such payment, and if the same and
the said additional penalties shall remain unpaid for such a-space
of time, that the accumulated penalties shall become equal to
i the sums - before paid on account of such shares the same shall

n what ca. . e
ses shares to D¢ forfeited to the said company and may and shall be sold by
be forfeited. them to any other person or persons willing to purchase, for
~ such price as can be obtained therefor.

SeaT. VIIL dnd be it further enacted by the autbority afore-
Fair and just sgjd, That the president and managers of said company shall
zg"'{::gfsb;" keep fair and just accounts of all monies received by them
the mana,  from the commissioners aforesaid, and from the subscribers to
gers, &ke.  the capital stock of said company and for all penalties for delay
in payment thereof, and of the amount of profit on shares
which may be forfeited as aforesaid, and of all voluntary con-
tributions, and also of all monies expendsd by them in the
prosecution of the said work ; and shall at least once in every
year submit such accountsin detail to a general meeting of the
stockholders, until the said bridge be completed and all expen-
ces incurred in erecting the same shall be fully paid and
discharged, and the aggregate amount of all such expences
shall be liquidated and ascertained, and if upon such liquida-
tion or whenever the whole capital stock of the company shall
I the capi- nearly expended it shall be found that. the said capital stock
tal be found Will not be sufficient to complete said bridge according to the
;:ﬁequttq_ true intent of this act, it shall be lawful for the said company
crond. - at a stated or special meeting to be convened according to the
' provisions of this act or their own by-laws, to increase the
number of shares to such extent as shall be deemed sufficient
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~ toaccomplishthe work, and to demand and receive the monies
subscribed on such shares in like manner and under like penal-
ties as are herein before provided for the original subscription, geypoca 1o 2
and if on the said bridge beng completed, it shall be found surplas of
that more monies remain in the hands of the treasurer than are capital to be
necessary for the payment of all expences incurred in erecting elmP}We‘l n
said bridge, the surplus shall be expended by the president and e "E™%

managers inthe improvement of the roads leading thereto.  1oads.

Sect. IX. dnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-

said, That when a good and complete bridge shall be erected Property of

at the place. aforesaid by said company, at least twenty-one th]e ‘b"‘di“’

feet wide in the clear, with a good and sufficient railing on each ;;::dfom be

side, the property thereof shall be vested in the said company vested in the

and theirr successors during and unto the end of twenty years ; company for

and the said company and their successors may demand and 20 years:

receive toll from travellers and others agreeably to the follow-

ing rates, a list of which shall be placed near said bridge for

the information of passengers, to wit : for every coach, landau, Rate of tolls

pheton or other pleasurable carriage with four wheels drawn to ge gemaﬂ"

by four horses, twenty cents, and so in proportion for more “% =™

horses added ; and for the same carriages with two horses,

twelve cents ; for every loaded waggon with four horses,

seventeen cents ; for every carriage of the sume description

with two horses, twelve cents ; for every chaise, riding chair,

sulkey, cart or other two-wheeled carriage, or 2 sleigh or sled

with two borses, ten cents, and so in proportion for more

horses added ; and for the same with one horse, six cents ;

for a single horse or mule and rider, two cents ; for every

horse or mule without a rider, one cent ; for every foot pas-

senger, one cent ; for every head of horned cattle, one cent ;

for every sheep or swine, half a'cent ; but the said tolls shall

be from time to time so regulated, that no more thai three-

~ fourths' of the tolls demandable in other cases shall be taken

for the transportation of the produce of the country, and for

thoge ladep with manure half toll ; empty carriages of burden

to pass for half toll, and a proportion of the foregoing tolls to

be added to the sums chargeable for carriages of burden laden

with more than two tons, wood and stone not to be considered

2s loading entitling carriages to a dimmaution of toll, nor any

Carriage drawn by more than six horses or oxen to be entitled

to pass over said bridge : Provided always, That no toll shall Pergons ate

be taken from any person attending funerals or walking in mili- tend;"g‘ fu-

tary procession, or from persons belonging to the militia in :‘:ﬁf‘t:;)f";‘:o’

going to or returning from muster on days of training, and ceggions ex-

that in charging toll on all carriages drawn wholly or in part empted from

oxen, two oxen shall be estimated as equal to one horse : tolls. '

And provided further, That nothing in this act contained shall

extend to authorize the said company to erect said bridge with-

aut the consent of the owners of the ground on each side of




and contiguous to the river, or to erect the same in-such man-
ner as to injure, stop or interrupt the navigation of the said:
river by boats, rafts or other vessels without masts.
fhe sxcess  SECT: X. And be it furtber enalled by the autbority afore-
of tolls above said, That whenever the tolls received for passing over said
9per cent. to bridge, shall exceed nine per cent, nett anoual profits, on the
be applied to capital stock of said company, the excess shall be expended by
:Ill‘:n’t“:)%"(’ve'-said.president and managers, in improving the roads leading
roads for 20 to said bridge, until the full term of twenty years from the
years—at  time of the completion thereof; and at the end of the said
thle.e{’d of term of twenty years, all the surplus above nine per cent. per
Eﬁé“é;ctf:ﬂo annum shall be appropriated by the said president and mana-
be applied to gers to the purchase of such share or shares of the said stock,
purchasing 4 the money arising from said surplus as aforesaid, shall be:
of shares.  found adequate to purchase, after deducting the amount ne-
«cessary for repairs therefrom, until all the said shares shall be
so purchased ; and the said subscribers shall determine by lot
from time to time, whose share or shares shall be paid off by
the money arising as aforesaid ; for which shares the said com-
pany shall pay the sums which were originally paid for each
“IV hf“" ““_ respective share ; and when the whole number of shares shall
;iﬁf‘asﬁf in be purchased as aforesaid, then the said bridge shall be free,
the bridge, except as to a small toll to keep the same in repair: Provided,
to become  That the legislature may, at the end of twenty years, declare
free. it a free bridge, providing at the same time means for keeping
it in repair; and the company shall be obliged to take suchsum
of money as shall be allowed on a fair appraisement by indif-
ferent persons ; and the suid company shall continue to hold
said bridge on the terms of this act, until the same shall be
redeemed and paid for in the manner herein directed.
Sect. XL And beit further enacled by the autbority afore-
Penalty for said, That if the said company or their successors, or any per-
demanding SO O persons by their authority, shall collect or demand any
unlawful ~ greater tolls for passing oversaid bridge, than what are herein-
tolls, before prescribed and specified, or shall neglect to keep the
same in good repair, or keep a list of tolls placed near the
said bridge, on ten days notice given by or from any justice
of the peace of the county of Philadelphia or Montgomery,
they so offending, shall for every such offence, forfeit and pay
the sum-of fifty dollars, to be recovered as debts of the same
amount are by law recoverable ; one moiety thereof to go for
the use of the poor of the county in which the suit may be
brought, and the other moiety for the use of the persen who
shall sue for the same ; but na suit shall be brought unless
commenced within thirty days after such offence shall have
been committed.
Seer. X1, dnd be it further enalted by the autbority afore-
said, ‘That the president and managers shall also keep a just
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and true account of all monies received as tolls for crossing Accountsof
said bridge, and shall make and declare a dividend of the pro- lt{";;)stffagz
fits and income thereof, among all the stockholders, deduct: publish the
ing first therefrom, contingent costs and charges, and shall on divi:fiiends on
the first Monday in Janvary and July, of every year, publish i‘}iu‘ﬁ;s in_
the dividend to be made of the said clear profits thereof, January and
amongst the stockholders, and of the time and place when and July. ~
where the samé shall be paid, and shall cause it to be paid ac-
cordingly. | ‘ : :
SecT. X111, Aud be it further enalled by the authority afore- o
oy 1 : . . : < atement of
said, 'hat the said president and managers shall at the end of, o accounts
or within every third year from the date of the incorporation, tobe trien-
lay before the general assembly of this commonwealth, an ab- nially before
stract of their accounts, shewing the whole capital expended :ﬁseleg\sla'
in the prosecution of said work, and of the income and profits =
arising . from said bridge for and during the said respective
periods, together with an exact account of the costs and
charges of keeping siid bridge in repair, and all other con-
tingent costs and charges, to the end that the clear annual in-
come and profit thereof may be ascertained, o
Sect. XIV. Aud be it further enalted by the authority afore-
said, ‘That if the said company shall not proceed to. carry on ;ﬂ“’ work to
the said work within the space of two years after they have joq within
been incorporated, or shall not, within the space of five years two,:and be
from the passing of this act, complete the said biidge, it shall completed -
and may be lawful for the legislature of this commonwealth ""‘ﬂ:“‘ g}'fhe
to resume all and singular the rights, liberties, and privileges ,.;eéhf; grant-
hereby granted to the said company, L ed by this
 Sear. XV, And be it further enacted by the authority afore- act forfeited
said, That if any person or persons shall wilfully pull down, ﬁe":ﬂ;’;‘#

. break, or destroy with intent to injure any part or parts of the m'\]y manner,
said bridge, or any toll-house, gates, bars, or other property of the works.
the said corporation, appurtenant to, or erected for the use

, and convenience of said bridge, or the person employed in
conducting the business thereof, or shall wilfully, and without
the consent and orders of said corporation, or any. person or

, Persons authorized by them, deface or destroy the letters or

figures, or other characters in any written or printed list of the

rates or tolls affixed in any place or places for the infornmation

of passengers and others, or who shall wilfully and malicious-

ly obstruct or impede the passage on, or over the said bridge,

or any part or parts thereof, he, she, or they so offending,

shall each of them forfeit and pay for every such offence, 1y yo¢ man.

to said corporation, the sum of twenty dollars,tobe recovered ner penalties

© On conviction before any justice of the peace, as debts of like tobe recov-
amount are recoverable; but no suit ghall be brought unless ered.
coramenced within thirty days after such offence shall have been
committed ; and he, she, or they so offending, shall remain

A
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liable to actions at the suit of said corparation, for such wrongs,

if the said sum or sums herein mentioned, be not sufficient to

. repair and satisfy said damages: Provided always, That the

tli "bslf:)‘sgtﬁ’t suit last herein mentioned, shall be brought within thirty days
after thirey  2fter such conviction had before any justice of the peace as

days: - aforesaid, and not otherwise,

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker
of the House of Represertatives.

P. C.'LANE, Speaker of the Senate.
ArrrovED—the twenty-second day of March, one thousand

eight hundred and nine.
SIMON SNYDER.
et D e

: CHAPTER XLIII,
An ACT granting an annuity to Fohn M- Dowel.

“THEREAS it appears to the Legislature that John
M‘Dowel enlisted in the year one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-six, in the company of captain Moses
M¢Clean, of York county, for one year, and marched with
him to Canada, and was in the battle of the Three-Rivers, un-
der General Thompson, and that a few days after the battle he
and others, with his captain, were taken prisoners by the In-
dians, and sent to Montreal, where they were sold to the Bri-
tish, who permitted him to return home in company with his
captain on parole. Anud it further appears that he aguin enlist-
ed in one thousand seven hundred and seyenty-seven, for three
years or during the war, in the company of Captain George
Bush, of the eleventh Penns lvania regiment, commanded
by Lieutepant-Colonel Hartley ; that on the campaign against
the Indians, under General Sullivan, in the year one thousand
seven hundred and seventy-nine, on the thirteenth day of Au-
gust, being on a scouting party under the direction of Captain
‘Bush, in a skirmish with a party of Indians, he received a
wound by a ball, which passed through his body, which ren-
dered him unfit for service ; in consequence of which his cap=
tain gave him an unlimited furlough to return home, and he is
now old and unable to support himself and family by hard la-
bour; in consequence of the wounds received while in the
service of his country: Therefore,
Sect. I. Be it enalted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, i - General Assem-
$40 doltars bly met, and it is hereby enalted by the autbority of the same,
?gﬁ‘:}t‘&lcm "That the sum of forty dollars be, and the sume is hereby grant-
Dowel, ana £4 to John M*Dowel, to be paid to him immediately after the
an annuity of Passiug of this act, and an annuity of forty dollars be granted
forty dollars, for the use of John M*‘Dowel, to be paid half yearly to Alex-
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