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made .Pe1·petual. ..At1d provided; That any prosecuto1• notwith" 
standing his being liable for the payment of or exemption from 
C()Sts, shall be a competent witness before the grand. or petit 
jury. 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
oj the Hou.re of Representative:. 

P. C. LANE; Speaker ef the Senale, 
A::rl!iov:Eb~the twenty-ninth day of Match, one thousand eight 

hundred and nine. · 
SIMON SNYDER. 

CHAPTER LXVII. 
An ACT entiblitllf certain tniitm to .rel/ and convey the nal estatl if 

. Henry Strater,, a limatic. ·W HERE:~S it a~pears by the proceedings1 h~d in the court 
of c-Ommon pfoas;for the county of Lycoromg, that acer

tain Henry Strater, of the said county, has been adjudged a 
lunatic,. and that ).l,foses Willson and Isrilel Merrick were by said 
court, appointed trustees to take care of the person and estate of 
the said Henry Strater. And whereas the said trustees· have 
represented to this legislature, that the personal e~tate of the 
sai:d lunatic is of very little conseciuexke, and that the said lunatic 
ia indebted abeut two hundred and fifty dollars, upon various ac
counts. That the said Henry Strater .ostensibly chims and. hath: 
a-warrant of survey, ancl. sur,.ey made founded upon an improve
ment right fo:i:: a tract: of about two hundred acres of land, situate 
on Cl'ook.ed Creek, in Delmal' township, in the provisional cout}
ty of Tioga,. yet belonging to Lycoming county, adjoining larid.s 
of lsrael Buckley, and that it is necessary that the land afor~said' 
shquld be sold for the purpose of paying the debts of 'the saia 
lunatic, and providing tor the comfort of his wife and children ~ 
Therefore, 

SScTION' I. BE it enacted by the Sencrtt and House of Repre.rm-
tativu of the Commonwealth of .Petinsylvania, in General As.reml;ly . 
met, atrd it is hereby eflacted hy the authot•ity rf the .rame, That Mo- Moses d \V1ll· 
ses Willson and Israel Merrick, of Delmar township, in the pro- :~~l a:ier:lck 
visional county of Tioga, yet belonging to Lycoming county be, authorizedto 
and they are hereby authorized and empowered to sell and convey sell a tr~ct 
~u the real estate of. Henry ~trater, a lunatic, to such person ·o_r ~io~~~~~nty 
persons, for such price· or prices, and on such terms and cond1- for the bene• 
tions as they may deem most advantageous to the said lunatic and fit: of Hemy 
his- heirs. a.nd that the deeds or other assurances to be made by '1Strat;r.1 a 

• unatxc' 
them to the purchaser or purchasers, shall be as good and etfec.. · 
tual in law to all intents and purposes, as if the said Henry Stra• 
ter was of sound mind and• a party to the same : Provided, That 
tht! said Moses Willson and Israel Merrick shall, before they p1·00. 

ceed to sell t'he e~tate of the said He~ry Strater, enter into·recoi" 
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liizance with sufficient security before the court of common pleas 
of Lycoming county, that .all the monies arising from the sales 
authorized by this act, shall, after paying the debts of the said 
lunatic, be so disposed of as will be most for the benefit of the 
said lunatic and hiS heirs • 

. SECT. II . .And be it further enactetl by the authority aforesaid, 
That the monies arising from the sale of the said lands shall de
scend (if any) at the death of the said lunatic, to the same heir~, 
and in the same proportions as the real estate would have done lf 
this act had not been pa$sed. 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
if the Hottse of Representatives. 

P. C. LANE, Speaker ef the Senate. 
APPROVIm-the twenty-ninth day of March, one thousand 

eight hundred and nine, 
SIMON SNYDER. 

CHAPTER LX VIII • 
.An ACT concerning sentences. of Foreign Prize Courts. 

W UEREAS it has been held on the authority of certain 
. British precedents, that the sentences of foreign prize 

courts are conclusive e".idence in all cases of every fact which on 
the face of them it appears that they meant to decide so that a 
citizen of this commonwealth, whose property lias been unjustly 
captured and condemned as belonging to the ene~y of the cap
tor, or on some other false pretext, cannot according to that prin
ciple, be admitted to prove in our own courts, that he was at the 
time of such capture, the bona fide owner of such property, but 
the sentence of the foreign prize courts is considered as conclu
s~ve evidence of the contrary fact ;igainst him, in consequence 
whereof underwriters who have .received- large premiums for in
suring American property against the risque of capture and its 
.consequences, are discharged from the obligation of their con .. 
tract by the v~ryaccident against which it was meant to provide, 
which is contrary to every principle of justice and morality, and 
is in direct opposition to the principles of the constitutions of the 
United States, and of this State: Therefore, 

No sentence SE.c'I'. I. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of foreign of the Commonwealth of Pemzsy/'(lania in General Assembly met, and 
prize tourts it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That from and after 
sh

1 
al! be c~n· the passing of this act, no sentence, judgment, or decree1 final 

c uswe evl• • 1 f • d b d 'l 'b 1 dence in any or mter ocutory, o any JU ge, court, oar , counc1 , or tri una , 
fact, &c. ex- having or exercising jurisdiction of prize, shall be conclusive-evi
cept ofdthde dence in any case of any fact, matter or thing therein contained, 
acts :u• o- d • f h · d ings i:r the state or expressed, except of the acts and_d-omg o sue JU ge, 
aaid court. court, board, council or tribunal: Provided always, That nothing 
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