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liizance with sufficient security before the court of common pleas 
of Lycoming county, that .all the monies arising from the sales 
authorized by this act, shall, after paying the debts of the said 
lunatic, be so disposed of as will be most for the benefit of the 
said lunatic and hiS heirs • 

. SECT. II . .And be it further enactetl by the authority aforesaid, 
That the monies arising from the sale of the said lands shall de­
scend (if any) at the death of the said lunatic, to the same heir~, 
and in the same proportions as the real estate would have done lf 
this act had not been pa$sed. 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
if the Hottse of Representatives. 

P. C. LANE, Speaker ef the Senate. 
APPROVIm-the twenty-ninth day of March, one thousand 

eight hundred and nine, 
SIMON SNYDER. 

CHAPTER LX VIII • 
.An ACT concerning sentences. of Foreign Prize Courts. 

W UEREAS it has been held on the authority of certain 
. British precedents, that the sentences of foreign prize 

courts are conclusive e".idence in all cases of every fact which on 
the face of them it appears that they meant to decide so that a 
citizen of this commonwealth, whose property lias been unjustly 
captured and condemned as belonging to the ene~y of the cap­
tor, or on some other false pretext, cannot according to that prin­
ciple, be admitted to prove in our own courts, that he was at the 
time of such capture, the bona fide owner of such property, but 
the sentence of the foreign prize courts is considered as conclu­
s~ve evidence of the contrary fact ;igainst him, in consequence 
whereof underwriters who have .received- large premiums for in­
suring American property against the risque of capture and its 
.consequences, are discharged from the obligation of their con .. 
tract by the v~ryaccident against which it was meant to provide, 
which is contrary to every principle of justice and morality, and 
is in direct opposition to the principles of the constitutions of the 
United States, and of this State: Therefore, 

No sentence SE.c'I'. I. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of foreign of the Commonwealth of Pemzsy/'(lania in General Assembly met, and 
prize tourts it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That from and after 
sh

1 
al! be c~n· the passing of this act, no sentence, judgment, or decree1 final 

c uswe evl• • 1 f • d b d 'l 'b 1 dence in any or mter ocutory, o any JU ge, court, oar , counc1 , or tri una , 
fact, &c. ex- having or exercising jurisdiction of prize, shall be conclusive-evi­
cept ofdthde dence in any case of any fact, matter or thing therein contained, 
acts :u• o- d • f h · d ings i:r the state or expressed, except of the acts and_d-omg o sue JU ge, 
aaid court. court, board, council or tribunal: Provided always, That nothing 
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in this act contained, shall be construed so as to impair or de.stroy But tlie legal 
the legal effects of any such sentence, judgment or decree on the effects of 
property affected or intended to be affected thereby, but the such sehn·ll 

· . "f h. h d b d tence s a same shall be and remain as 1. t is act a · not een ma e. not be im· 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker ·paired so far 
n+ h r:r o+' R · as respects o.; t e n.ouse D.! epresentatzvu. property 

P. C. ·LANE, Speaker of the Senate. affected 
APPROVED""-the twenty-ninth day of March, one thousand eigh~ thereby. 

hundred.and nine. SIMON SNYDER. 
·-:@:..,___ 

CHAPTER LXIX • 
.An ACT to confirm the title of Samuel Work, to certain lands 

therein mentioned. 

SAMUEL WORK, of the township of Bart, in the coun• 
ty of Lancaster, having represented to the Legislature 

that he purchased a tract of land in the said township .of Bart, 
of a certain Neill M 1Cloy, containing by estimation one hun­
dred and sixty-four ~cres and allowance for roads, bounded by 
lands of John Caughey, John Clendenin, James qendenin, 
John Patterson, J ose),lh Griffith, Thomas Clengenin and Wil­
liam Richardson, and' paid the purchase money for the same •. 
That the said Neill M 1Cloy ~vas an al\en and had purchased 
the said land from a certain I ohn Chambers, who was also an 
alien, and is since deceased, who held the sanie prior to•his. 

, sale: thereof by virtue of sundry mesne conveyances from tlie 
original wanantee. That by reason of the premises, it is 
doubtful whether his title be sufficiently valid, being derived 
from persons who not being citizens, . might be deemed inca~ 
pable of conveying lands in this Commonwealth, and has pray­
ed for a remedy therefor, which it appears reasonable to grant. 
Therefore, . . 

SEc'I'. I. Be it enacted by the-Senate and House of Reprt:senta· 
tives of the Comnzowwealtb of Pennsylvania, jn General A.r.rem­
bly met, and it is hereby enacted by tbe authority of the same, 
That the title of the i;;aid Samuel Work to the said tract of WSamuk~l • 

1 1 d ·· B h' f ·d b d d · c ·a or 's ht e an m art towns 1p a oresa1 , . oun e as a1ores:u , con- confirmed to 
taining one hundred and sixty-four acres and allowance, more ce1-tain lands 
or less, be and the same is hereby ratified and confirmed, not- in Lancaliter 
withstanding the same is derived to him through the said county. 
John Chambers and Neill M'Cloy who were aliens, free and 
discharged from any right of es<:heat to the state, by reason 
thereof, saving neOJJertholess the rights of all other persons 
thereto, 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
of tbe House of ReprcsentatiVJes. 

P. C. LANE, Speaker of tbe Sena.te. 
APPROVED-the twenty-ninth day of March, one thousand 

eight hundred and ni.ne. SIMON SNY:DER. 
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