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wit11 sufficient security before the court of co:rllmon pleas for the 
city and county of Philadelphia, that all the monies arising from 
the sales authorised by this act, shall, after paying the debts of 
the said lunatick, if any be so disposed of, as v;ill be most for the 
benefit of the said lunatick and his heirs. 

SECT. II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
T'o whom 1'hat the monies arising from the sale of the said estate, shall 
~!feo~;oscaJ.:ds ?escend at the death _of tl1e s·a.id lunati.ck, to the sa1ne heirs, an~ 
6hall des. 1n the same proportions as .the real estate would have done, if 
c.end to. this act had pot been passed. 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 

]Yia•agers 
and mem .. 
hers of the 
socif'ty in· 
~Pf fJQr.:Jte<l. 

'fitle of 

if the Houie if Representatives. 

p, C. LANE, Speaker if the Senate, 

APPRovEn-the thirtieth day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, 

SIMON SNYDER. 

---o,---
CHAPTER XIII. 

An ACT to incorporate the Bible Society of Philadelphia.' 

W HEREAS a numbf:r of the citizens of this common .. 
\Vealth of different religious denominations, have form

ed themselves into a society under the name of "'fhe Bihle So
ciety of Philadelphia,"- for the purpose of publishing and distri
buting gratuitously the Holy Scriptures among the poor, and 
such other description of perstins as may be in need of these 
sources of Christian Con1fort and Hope ~ And whereas the 
meinbers of this society have by memorial to the legislature_, 
prayed to be incorporated: Therefore, 

S I BE it ena1:ted by the Senate and HtJu.Je ef Represent a ... 
ECT. • tive.r ef the Co1nmanwealth ~f PennJ)lvania, i1z 

eleneral A1.1e111bly met, and it is hereby enacted by the au1horily qj" the 
sa111e, That William White. F. C. I-leln1uth, A<>hbel Green, Jo. 
seph Filmore, Wllli:un Staughton, James Gray, Archibald 
Alexander, --rhon1as Ware, Pl-iilip F. J\.1ayer, Samuel Helfenstient 
Joseph Zesline, Jacob Janeway, Benjamin Rush, George W. 
Potts, Peter Vanpelt, Robert Halston, George J(rebs, Lawrence 
Seckel, William Shufilebotom, Francis· Markoe, 'l'ho1nas 
Cu1npston, Joseph Zimn1errnan, Samuel Harvey, and Benja
min B. Hopkins, the present managers of said society, together 
'vith the other me1nbers thereof, be, and rhey are hereby made 
and constituted a corporation and body politic, in law and in fact, 
by the name, style and title of, "The Bible Society of l)hila
delphia,n and shall have all the rights, powers an<l privileges, 
incident by law to a corporation. 

S.ECT, IL And be it furtb~·r enacted by the auth()rity eforesaid11 
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That the estate and property of what kind soever the sarn~ may 
be now held, and which at any time hereafter shall be acquired 
by the said society, shall be vested i,n the said managers and 
their successors, duly elected, who shall by the name and title 
aforesaid, be able and capable in law to purchase, receive, take, tPho~ers ef ,-• . eincorpor 
and hold, for the use and benefit of said society, any land, ation. 
tenements, hereditaments, and uny sum or sums of money, 
goods and chattels, by the gift., alienation, devise or bequest of 
any person or persons, bodies, politic or corporate capable to make 
the san1e : Provided, That the clear yearly value or inco~~ of Interest of 
the messuages, houses, land and tenements, rents, annuities, monies lent 
and other hereditarnents, and real estate of the said company or by Ste. not to 
corporation, and the interest of the monies lent by the same shall ~~c~;g d 11 not exceec! the sum of ten thousand dollars. ' 0 s. 

SECT. III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the following articles, shall be the fundamental laws of said 
corporation. 

Fi~1t, 'fhe yearly profits, fund or income of the said society Appropria
(except so much as may be necessary for contingent expences) tion of the 
shall be employed for procuring and distributing gratuitously, the funds of. 
scriptures of the old and ne\v testament as hereinafter pointed 
out in such language as may, by the society be found useful, 
convenient or necessary; and for no other purpose. 

Second. ,.-fhe bible selected for ~ublication or distribution~ Description 
shall contain no other additions to the text of scriptures, than of the ?ihl.e 
the contents of the chapters, marginal references, and the tables to hcf distrib· 
of kindred \veights and measures usually published with the bible. ~~r~s of · 

Third. Each person shall pay Jive dollars at the time of be- subscription. 
coming a member of the society, and t\VO dollars every year af-
terwards during his continuance therein. Persons \Vho will sub-
scribe fifty dollars or more, shall be members during life, with-
out any further contribution. 

Fourth. The business of the society shall be conducted by Twenty-foul' 
twenty-four managers, who shall be chosen annually by ballot, managers t.<t 

by the members present at a meeting, which shall be held on be chosen. 

the first Wednesday of May in every year, of which one month's 
previous notice shall be given by the secretaries of the society, 
in at least t\vO newspapers published in .the city; and the mana- Who sh:lll 
gers so chosen er elected, shall within three days afterwards, choose a 
meet and choose a president, four vice-presidents, two secreca- president~ 

ries and a treasurer out of their own body, and if an election &c. 
shall not have been held at the time appointed, the corporatwn 
shall not for that cause be dissolved, but an election shall be held 
as soon afterwards as may be, and until such. election, the mana-
gers in place shall continue to act. · · 

Fifth. Seven of the managers shall be a board for· the trans- \Vhat 11nm. 

actioa of al business, except the appropriation of money above her of nia.na.· 
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rers shall the sum of three hundred dollars, when thirteen shall be neces
cobnstitute sary to constitute a board,. they shall make by-laws for the goY-
a oaTd, fh · <lh f h Powers and ernment o t e society, an ave power to en orce t e san1e, pro-
duties of. vided they are not inconsistent with the. laws of the United 

States, or of this comn1onwealth, which no\v are, or hereafter 
may be enacted, and the managers aforesaid shall keep an ac
count of the receipts and disbursements of money, and lay the 
same annually before the society, with a statement of their labours 
with respect to the objects of the society ; and they shall lay 
an abstract of the transactions of the society before the legis
lature of this com1nonwealth, in the month of January in every 
year hereafter • 
. Si:<th, A special meeting of the society may be called at any 

time by the managers. 
. SECT, IV. And he it further enacted by_the authority riforesaid, 
The present That until the election of managers aforesaid, pursuant to this 
mdnaljfirs act, tlie before named officers, and the managers of the said so
:n~m~~~s ciety, viz. William White, President; F. C. H. Helmuth, Ash-

bel Green, Benjamin Rush and William Staughton, vice-presi
dents; James Gray and Benjamin B. Hopkins, secretaries, and 
Robert Ralston, treasurer; shall be, and they are hereby con
tinued and confirmed. 

No tnisno~ 
mer, &c. to 
vitiatft nny 
devise or 
eonveyance 
to, 

SEcT. V. And be ii further enacted by the authority eforesaid, 
That no misnomer of the said corporation in any deed, will, tes
tament, gift, grant, devise or other instrument of contract or con
veyance shall vitiate or defeat the same, if the said corporation 
.shall be sufficiently described to ascertain the intention of the par
ty or parties, to give, devise, bequeath. or assure tq, or contract 
with the corporation hereby created by the style and title afore. 
said, nor s~all any non use, unless for a greater term than five 
years of the privileges hereby granted, create any forfeiture of 
the same. 

JAMES ENGLE, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 

P, C. LANE, Speaker if the Sennt<. 
APPROVED-the thirtieth day of January, one thousand eight 

hundred and ten. 
SIMON SNYDER. 

--•,o---
CHAPTER XIV . 

.411 ACT to amtnd the Penal LawI. 

BE it ennctcd by the Senate and House of Representa-
SzcT. I. tives if the Conimotz'l.vea/th of Pe11ns;.fvania, in 

The stealing General .A1semb!y met, and it is hertb_v enacted by the authority of the 
ofbank notes sa1ne, That fro1n and after the passage of this act, the robbery 
to be pun. or larceny of any bank note or bank notes of any incorporated 
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