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CHAPTER XXIV, 

An' ACT to trect the town of Washington, in the eounty ef Wash.. 
ington, into a b1Jrough. . 

S I BE it enacted by the Senate and Hou.re of Representa-
ECT. • tives ef theCQmmonwfa/th of Penn.sy!vaflia, in Gen-

eral Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, 
That the town of Washington, in the county of Washington, Town. or 

shaU be, and the same is hereby erected into a. borough, which '!::~~~~ 
shall be called the borough of Washington, and shall be com-! borough• 
prised within _the following boundaries: to wit, beginning at ~ Bounds 
post on land of James Ashbrook, thence by land of ttobert lhe••01• 
Anderson, Thomas Officer, and others, south, seventy .. seven de-
grees ; west, one hundred aJ'ld fifty-nine and one half perches, 
to a post ; thence by land of Thomas Jones, William Hoge, and 
others, south, fourteen and three-fourth degrees, east, one 
hundred perches, to a post; thence by land of James Ashbrook, 
William Sherrard and others, south, thirteen degrees, east, 
sixty-three and one half perches, to a post; thence by land of 
John Hoge, south, fifty one and one-half degrees, east, twen-, · 
ty.nine perches, to a post; thence by land late of John Simonson, 
Hugh Workman and others, north, seventy·seVen degrees, 
east, one hundred and twenty perches, to a post thence by land 
ot Thoma• M•Fadden, Daniel Kehr and others, north, four 
and one.half degrees, \vest, eighty.four perches, to a post; 
thence by land of Robert Hazlett, Isaiah Steen and others, 
north, ten d~grees, west, ·one hundred and two perches, to 
the place of beginning. 

SEC'!'. 11. And be it further macted by the authority aforesaid, 
. That the taxable inhabitants in the said borough of Washing- When thef 

h h h • d M d f A .1 · borough o • ton, s all ave power on t e secon on ay e pr1 tn every ficers are to 
year, between the hours of one and six o'clock i'n the afternoon, be elected· 
to elect two fit persons tc:? be burgesses of the said borough, and by whom 
who shall be freeholders therein, and that the person having the 
greatest number of votes shall be styled the chief burgess, and 
also to elect five suitable persons, assistants or common council 
men for advising, aiding and assisting the said burgesses in the 
execution of the powers and authorities hereby ·given them, 
and also to elect a high.constable and a town .. clerk, who shall 
be residents in the said borough of Washington: Provided, That Proviso., 

_no person shall be entitled to vote at the election, or to be 
elected to any of the said offices, unless he shall have been a 
resident in the said borough of Washington at least one whole 
year previous to the time of Such election. 

SECT. III. And /,e it farther enacted by the authority efornaid, 
That the election for the officers aforesaid sh•ll be holden at the 
court-house in the followini: manner' to wit, The constable of 
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The consta-· the town of Washington, for the time being, and the high· 
ble to give constable so as aforesaid elected or appointed in the manner here
n.otiee of the inafter mentioned, in every succeedjng year shall give notice of 
time &c. h 1 . I . d b c h . . c for h~lding hsuc e ect1on at. ebast ds1x .ays e1ore t e t1n;e appointed 1or 
the election. olding the same y a vert1sement, set up at six or more of the 

Certificates 
of election!> 
'vhen and 
where to.be 
filed. 

most public places within . the said borough, and at the election 
to be holden the present year, the town constable and two re .. 
spectable citizens to be chosen by the electors of the said 
borough for that purpose, and at every succeeding election the 
burgesses and assistants shall hold the said election, receive and 
count the ballots, and declare the persons duly elected, where
upon duplicate certificates of the' persons so elected, shad be 
signed in the present year by the two citizens chosen as aforesaid; 
and in every succeeding year by the burgesses, one· whereof shall 
·be transmitted to the clerk of the court of quarter sessions 
of the county~ within t\venty days after the said election, and 
the other filed among the records of the corporation; and at any 
election held as above directed, should the two persons highest 

When two. in votes for burgesses have an equal number of vote-;, the next 
are equ;l 11

' court of quarter sessions shall .declare who shall be the chief .. 
;~~r~' ~f e burgess : and if it shall at any time so happen through neglect 
quarter ses- or otherwise, that no election shall be holden on that day, or in 
sions to ?-e- the mode herein prescribed, it shall be lawful for the court of 
clare which · d · · h b · d c h · h · h · shall be quarter sessions, an it lS ere y require .ort wit to appoint t e 
chief-bur. burgesses, assistants, high.constable and town.clerk aforesaid, 
I""''· who shall thereupon be fully invested with the powers and au
<:0udrt. autho- thorities to their re!ipective offices appertaining; and the burgess ... 
rize in cer- . • 
tain cases to es and other officers, so appointed or elected, shaH hold their 
appoint ho- respective offices until the second Monday in April next .after 
rough offi· tlieir appointment or election, or until others shall be duly elect-
cers- d . h" e or appointed in t e1r stead. 

. SECT. IV. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
~owbrs of That the burgesses and assistants so chosen, or a majority of them, es: &c~rgess- shall Qave full power and authority to make such ordinances 

rules and regulations as may be necessary for improving and keep
ing in order the streets and alleys within the said borough, and 

' removing nuisances or obstrt.TCtio~s therefrom, and the same to 
annul, alter or make anew as occasion may require, and also to 
assess, levy and OOHect a tax for the said purposes, and shall have 
all other powers necessary for the \Vell~ordering and better gov
ernment of the said borough: Provided, Tha~ the said ordinan
ces, rules or regulations, shall not be repugnant to the consti
tution and laws of the United States, or of this commonwealth: 

No t."L"'es to .And provided also, ~fhat no tax shall be laid by them in any one 
exe~d a half year to exceed a h<1lf cent in the dollarJ on the valuation of tax .. 
cden11t 

1
" a ab?e property, taken from the last assessment, until the same 

0 ar, &c. · d b · · f h l I · is agree to ya majority o t e e cctors at tie town-meeting 
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assembled for that purpose, called together by the said fmr
gesses and assistants, or by a request in writing, of at least six 
of the inhabitants of said borough, duly qualified to elect as 
aforesaid, to the said burgesses, who shall require the high
constable to give :five days notice of such intended town
mecting by advertise1nents, fixed up in not less than six of the 
most public places within the said borough, norifying the tin1e, 
places ahd objects of the said town-meeting, and all taxes \vhich 
may be assessed or laid \Vithin the said borough, shall as near 
as the sa1ne is practicable, be conforn1able to the laws tor raising 
county rates and levies. 

SECT. V. And be it furtker macted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the said burgesses and freemen duly qualified to elect as Tile bur. 
aforesai.::I, and their successors for ever hereafter shall be one ges,ses, &bed. 
bd 1 .. d .. f ThB to>eao•· o y po 1t1c an corporate, in and by the name o " e ur- politic, &c.~ 
gesses and Inhabitant~ of the borough of Washington, in the Style and ti.
county of Washington ;u shall have perpetual succession, and tle of. 
they and their successors, by the 'name of the' burgesses and 
inhabitants of the borough of Washington : shall at all 
times 11ereafter be persons able an<l capable in la\v to have, Powers of~. 
get, receive and possess lands, tene1nents, rents, libertie:>, juris-
dictions, franchises and hereditaments, to them and their suc-
cessors in fee simple, or for term of lives, life, years, or other-
wise, and also goods and chattels, and other things, of what na-
ture or kind soever, and also to give, grant, let, sell and assign 
the same lands, tenements, heredit<unerts, gooJs and chattels, 
and to do and execute all other things about the same, by 
the name aforesaid ; and they shall forever hereafter be persons 
able and capable in law to sue and be sued, plead and be itnplead-
ed, and answer and be ans\vered unto, defend and be defended 
in all or any courts within tl,iis common\vealth, in all manner of 
acti~ns, suits, complaints, pleas, causes and matters whatso-
ever: And that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said 
burgesses and inhabitants aforesaid, and their successors forever 
l1ereafter to have and use one common seal, and the san1e from 

·tin1e to tin1e, at theirwill, to change and alter, and the said bur .. 
gesses and assistants shall have full power to appoint such other 
officers within the said borough, as shall be necessary to carry 

· into coinplete effect the provisions of this act. 
SECT. VI. And be it further enacted hy the authority ajoreJaid, Pe It 

~fhat if any person, an inhabitant of the said bo'rough, and du- an)~;e~s~~ 
ly qualified to Elect as aforesaid, shall be elected to the office of refusing to 
burgess, and having notice of his election, shall refuse to un- se

1
rve, &

1
e. 

f 
. w1eneect~ 

dertake and execute that office, every person so re using, shall ed. 
forfeit and pay a fine of twenty dollars, and if any person duly 
qualified as aforesaid, shall be duly elected to any oth_er office in 
the said borough, created by this act, and having notice of his 
election, shall refuse to undertake and execute the duties of 

~ 
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that office, every person so refusing shall forfeit and pay tire 
sum of ten dollars, which fines and forfeitures, and all others in 
pursuance of this act, or of the by-laws of the said burgesses 
and inhabitants, shall be recovered before the acting burgess or 
any justice of the peace of that county, for the use of the said 
corporation, and in such case of refusal, the acting burgesses 
shall issue their process directed to the high-constable, requiring 
him to hold an election for the choice of some other fit person 
or persons in the stead of such as shall refuse: Provided a!'l.uays, 
That if any person or persons shall conceive him or themselves 
aggrieved by the judgment of the burgesses, or any justice, by 
virtue of this act, he or th~y Inay appeal to the ne:xt county 
court of common pleas, who shall, on the petition of the party, 
take such order therein as to them shall appear just and reasona .. 
ble, and the same shall be conclusive to all parties. 

SECT. VII. And he 'it further enacted by the authority eforesaid, 
Q.ualinca- That the chief burgess shall take and subscribe, an oath or affir

-tbion of 
1
thcffi mation, before one of the associate judges or a justice of the 

oroug' o · c h f W h. I · · cers and peace ior t e to_unty o as 1ngton, to support t 1e constitution 
·how' admin· of the United States, and of this state, and an oath or affirma-

iittered. tion, well and truly to execute the o:ffi.ce of chief-burgess of the 
borough of Washington, and when so qualified he shall admiri

- jster an o~th or affirmat~on to the other burgess, assistants, high
.P>nstable and to\vn.clerk, in m.anner and form aforesaid, be .. 
fore tht::y shall enter op. i:P.e duties of their respective offices, 

)OHN WEBER, Speaker 
ef the House of Representatives. 

P. C. LANE, Speaker ef the Senate •. 
J\.PPROVED-the twelfth day of February, one thousand eighu 

hundred and ten. 
SIMON SNYDER• 

---:o::---
CHAPTER XXV. 

A SUPPLEMENT to the Act, entitled ·" An act/" the improve-
~ men/ of the State." 

SECTJONI, BE i~ enacted by the S'enate and Hou.re of Represen
tative! of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 

General Assembly met. and it is herehy enacted by the authority if the 
Paym~nt for same, That the governor be, and he is hereby authorized and 
seventy · d d ] · I · r f shares of require to raw us \varrant on t 1e treasury 1n ravour o 
stock direct .. the president and managers of the Easton and Wilksbarre 'furn-. 
ed to the pike Road Company; for the payment of seventy shares of the 
~~!~~and stock of the said company, residue of two hundred and fifty 
tu:np~1i:rre shares of the said ~tock subscribed) for and in behalf of this com .. 
road <:om.. mon\vealth, in pursuance of the act, entitled ''An act for the 
ll3ll1· improvement of the State:" passed the twenty-first <lay of l\'Iarch, 

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eight : 
l\nd it shall be the <luty of the said president and managers on 
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