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for alight of land near Presque’ Isle and the town of Erie, to wit: Begin-

hause. ning on the north boundary line of tract No. thirty-eight, in

the Erie Reserve, at the distance of fifty-eight perches, eastward,

from the northwest corner of said tract, at a post, and running

thence, north, sixty-three degrees, east sixteen perches to a post,

thence south twenty seven degrees, east twenty perches to a

post ; thence south sixty.threc degrees, west sixteen perches, to

a post; thence north twenty-seven degrees; west twenty perch-

es to the place of beginning; being part of tract No. thirty-

eight, containing two acres, which has been laid off by commis-

sioners appointed by an act of the lugislature of Pennsylvania,

passed the-second day of April, in the year one thousand eight

hundred and eleven. )

State juris- SecT. 1L And be it further enacted by the authority afaresaid,

dic'ion to be That this commonwealth shall, and hereby doth retain, concur-

i cases, Tent jurisdiction with the United States, over the said tract or

: piece of land so far, that process, civil and criminal, issuing un-

der the authority of said commonwealth, may be executed in.

any part of the said two acres or in any building thereon to be
erected. '

JOHN TOD, Speaker
of the Flouse of Representatives.

P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate.

AprrovED~—the thirteentk day of March, one thousand eight
hundred and tweive.
SIMON SNYDER.
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CHAPTER LXXXIL

An ACT for the relicf of insolvent debtors, residing in the city
and county of Philadelpkia, and their creditors.

SEcT. 1. BE it enacted by the senate and house of represen-

tatives of the commonweslth of Pennsylvania, in geneval assembly

Commission. mes, and it is hereby enqcted by the authority of the same, That

. ersto be ap- the governor of this commonwealth be, and he is hereby au-

pointed. thorized, to appoint three persons in the city and county of Phi-

ladelphia, to be commissioners, to execute all and singular the

duties and powers granted, enjoined, and required by the provi-

Who shall  sions of this'act, and each and every commissioner so to be ap-

take and sub- pointed, before he enters upon the duties of his office, shall take

2‘;{?‘!;; and subscribe before one of the judges of the supreme court, or

*™ - of the court of common pleas, or district court, for the.said

county, 2n oath or affirmation, well and truly to perform all and

singular, the duties enjoined on him by the provisions of this

Which shall ¢t : which oath or affirmation the said commissioners shall cause

‘befiled 4 be filed in the office of the prothonotary of the supreme
eourt, for the eastern district.
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_ SecT. 1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidy Persons ap-
That it shall be lawhul for any person being a citizen of this prehending
commonwealth, and who shall believe him or herself to be insol- Phe‘;‘f"ﬂ:e”
vent, to present a petition to the said commissioners, provided g‘;ﬁt;::_’ to
such petitioner shall have resided in the said city or county two p, ~.q 4
years, next before the time of presenting his or her petition, they have fe-
stating his or her belief of his or her insolvency, and praying sided in the
thar he or she may be permitted to assign all his or her estate g:gyn:“d

. . . . . y two
and property, for the benefit of his or her creditors, and be dis- years.
charged by virtue of this act; whereupon the said commission- ¢yrators to
ers shall immediately appoint three curators, to whom ail the es- be appoinited.
tates, real, personal and mixed, of the petitioner shall be by him
forthwith assigned ; and the said curators shall immediately Who shall
take possession thereof, and exercise complete controul over the [xe Fhe
same, in trust for all the petitioner’s creditors, until the assignees petitioner’s
hereinafter mentioned shall have been appointed, and the said goods.
curators shall immediately give notice of their appointment in Notice to be.
three or more public newspapers, printed in the city of Phila- given.
delphia; and they shall allow the said petitioner the use of his Allowance to
or her bouse, and of such household furniture as shall be ne- the petition-
cessary for his or her comfort, and shall allow him or her out of ©
the effects assigned, such weekly sum or allowance as may be
necessary for the support of him or herself, or his or her family,
as the case may be ; and the said commissioners shall, on pos- ‘}“d ‘ﬁsf'
session being taken of the estate and effects as aforesaid, grant e prabe trom
to the said petitioner, under the hands and seals of the said com-
missioners, a provisional discharge, which shall protect such pe-
titioner from all arrest or arrests in all civil cases, either on
mesne or final process, until the case of the said petitioner shall
be finally heard;and determined on by the said commissioners, in
manner hereinafter provided ; and the said commissioners shall 4 hi
forthwith appoint a time and place not less than twenty diwr;s{grg;_
days distant from the time of executing the said provisional heard. ‘
assignment, for hearing the said petitioner and his credi-
tors, and shall direct the said curators to give notice there- Notice to be
of in three or more public newspapers as atoresaid ; and shall Biven.
direct the said petitioners to give at least fifteen days written or
printed notice to at least two thirds of his or her creditors, in
number and amount, within the said city and county; and
on the day and time appeinted for the hearing, the said
petitioner on proving the service of notice upon at Jeast two .
thirds of his or her ereditors as aforesaid, and shall exhibit a :;ll_ﬁ: ?12: f:;esd"
true account or list of all his or her creditors, and of the monies anq passes.
due, or to become due, and owing to them respectively by the sions to be
petitioner, and also an inventory and accountof all bis or her es- exhibited.
tate, real, personal and mixed, and of all interest of the said pe-
titioner, either present or contingent, in any thing of value, and
of all baoks, vouchers and securities, relating to the same, and

Petitioner
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every part thereof; whereupon one of the said commissioners

shall administer to such petitioner the following oath or affirma-

Oath tobe tion: # I do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,)
taken by the that the account, list andinventory now delivered to the commis-
petitioner.  sioners, is true in all its parts to the best of my knowledge and
belief, and that, to the best of my remembrance, nothing is

omitted therein, and that if I should hereafter recollect or dis-

cover any thing that has been omitted or mis-stated, I will give

immediate information thereof to the assignees now appointed or

Assignees to hereafter to be appointed in my case.” And after such oath or
be appointed. 5 mation has been administered, it shall be the duty of the
said commissioners, to assign to three repurable persons, to be

nominated by the creditors, and agents of creditors, or a majori- -

Powers and t¥ in number and amount then present; which persons so ap-
duties of  pointed, shall be assignees, with full powers to seize, take, hold,
possess, manage, and distribute in manner hereinafter provided,

all the estate, real, personal and mixed, of the said petitioner,

or which was of the said petitioner at the time of the provisional

assignment, whether in the hands of the said curators or clse-

Household — where, except such articles of housebold furniture and wearing
goods and ";.““ apparel necessary to the said petitioner’s comfort, and the com.
{’:‘g‘: Mo’ fort of his or her family, as may be appraved of by the said
exempted.  commissioners, not exceeding in the whole three hundred dol-
: lars, the necessary tools or implements of his or her trade, and
Curators to  hijs militta arms and accoutrements ; and the said curators shall
aceount, &+ forthwith deliver over to and account for with the suid assignees
all the estate, money and effects whatscever, of the said petition.

er, that may have come to their hands, deducting therefrom any

sum that may have been by them reasonably allowed and ex-

Compensa-  pended in the execution of their trust, and also such compensa-
fi00 to. tion for their trouble as to the said commissioners may seem
Their powers just and reasonable ; and immediately from and after the appoirit-
:1‘;:’:";;?“ -';“d- ment of the said assignees, all the povrers and functions of the
Their act:,: " said curators shall cease and determine : Provided al-wa.y;, that
be binding on all legal acts of the said curators, done ‘before the appointment
the assign-  of the said assignees, shall be valid ard binding upon the said
ees. assignees, and if any creditor or creditors, or any agent or attor-
ney on behalt of any creditor or creditors, shall then appear to

oppose the said petitioner, or to examine into the state of his or

her affairs, the said creditor or creditors, his, her or their agent

Creditors  or attorney, may procged to ask such questions of the said peti-
:;Zyngi‘:?::- tioner, or of any other person or persons, on oath or affirmation,
er, &e. as may tend to disclose the real situation of such petitioner’s af-
May propose 121TS, and to ascertain whether he or she be fairly emitled to the
questions.  benefit of this act ; and if any of the said creditors, or any agent
Second exa- or attorney of any of the said creditors, or any of the said com-
mination may ynissioners, shall not be fully satisfied after such examination,
be bad. then the said commissioners shafl appoint a time and place for a
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second examination, having regard in fixing the said time to

the nature of the case, and ro the facilityor difficulty of obtaining

any testimony that may be expected to be produced : Provided

however, that such time shall never be less than ten or more Within what
than sixty days from the time of the first examination'; and the time.

said commissioners shall, upen the application of any creditor, Witnesses to
or the agent or attorney of any creditor, or of the said petitioner, P8 sHmmon-
summon any person or persons to give testimony before such
commissioners, at such time and place as shall be in such sum-

mons mentioned, and in case such person or persons shall refuse

-or neglect to attend, and upon the oath or affidavit of the due

service of such summons, then it shall be lawful for the said Penalty on
commissioners to issue a warrant under their hands and seals, negleciing to
commanding the sheriff or other proper officer to apprehend atlend.
such person or persons, as shall in such warrant be named, and to

bring him, her, or them, before the said commissioners, at such

time and place as shall in such warrant be mentioned, to answer

such questions as shall be asked of him, her, or them, touching

the affairs of the said petitioner ; and if such person or persons, May be com.
being served with such summons, shall duly appear, and refuse mitted for re.
to answer, upon oath or affirmation, all legal questions touching fusing to an-
the matter aforesaid, then it shall be lawful for said commission- S%¢™

ers, by warrant under their hands and seals, to cofimit such per- |,

SOn OF Persons to prison, there to remain till he or she shall an-

swer as aforesaid, or shall be otherwise discharged according to

law ; and in every such warrant shall be specified the cause of
commitment.

Secr. L. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That if upon the said second examination, it shall appear to the
satistaction of the said commissioners,

I. That the said petitioner has not concealed any part of his First specifi-
property, or sonveyed any part thereof in trust, in order to de- cation to be
feat or defraud his creditors : . . ;Z"g{g;zl‘f’y

IL. That he has not, since'the passing of this act, made any o4 smciﬁ;a_
partial or conditional assignment or conveyance in contemplation (ion,
of insolvency, to secure any one or more of his ereditors to the
exclusion, or in preference, and to the damage of his other cre-
ditors :

IIL, That he hath not, since the passing of this act, aided, as- o, ..
sisted, or abetted any one of his creditors in procuring any mort- Ean,p cifien-
gage, judgment or any lien upon his estate, with intent to prefer
any such creditor to the damage of his other creditors :

IV, That he hath not, since the passing of thisact, made any 4,
fraudulent payment in contemplation of insolvency, with intentto
prefer anycreditor or creditors to thedamageot his othercreditors:

V. {hat he hath not, in contemplation of insolvency, made 5th.
any fraudulent purchase; or fraudulently borrowed any sum of
money with intent to defraud the party of whom such purchase
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may have been made; or such money ruay have been borrowed :

'VI. That he hath not been guilty ot any traudulent conduct,
either by keeping false books or otherwise :

Then the said commissioners shall rive to the said petlnoner
a certificate vnder their hands and sealc;, that the said petitioner
hath in all thmgs conformed to, and is discharged by this act,
and the said petitioner shall forthwith, file the said certificate in
the office of the prothonotary of the supreme court for the east-
ern district, who shall on application, for the fee of fifty cents,
give a transcript chereof, under the hand of the said prothonota-
ry, and the seal of the sald court ; which certificate or trans-
cript, shall be a sufficient authority to any sheriff or jailer to set
such petitioner at large, it imprisoned, and shall be conclusive
evidence in 2ll courts of this state of the fact that such petitioner
has been discharged by virtue of this act, and shall be construed
to discharge such insolvent from all debts and demands due
from him, or for which he was liable at the date of such certifi-
cate ar contracted or originating before that time, though paya-
ble or liable to be exacted afterwards; and mo person so dis-
charged, shall be liable to be arrested or imprisoned for any debt
or demand due from him or to which he was liable ar the time
of the said discharge, or contracted or originating before that
time though payable or liable to be exacted alterwards, and if
sued, prosecuted, impleaded, arrested, or imprisoned for or by
reason of any such debt or demand, may plead the general issue,
and give the special matter in ¢vidence, upon, and under 2 no-
tice given with said plea, in which notice he shall state that he
has been discharged under this zct, the commissioners who sign-
ed the discharge and the date thereof ; and the said prothono-
tary of the supreme court is hereby required to file and praserve

. the said certificate, and to keep a book with a proper index, in

And record-
ed.

-

Proceedings
where the
petitioner
hath been
guilty of any
of the acts
enumerated
in the six spe-
cifications,

which book he is hereby required to record the said certificate,
and it shall be his duty to receive and safely keep in proper or-
der, all the papers and documents hereinafter directed to be
lodged in his office.

SecT. 1v. And be it further ena&rdb_y the authority aferesaid,
That if upon such second examination, as is provided for in the
third section of this act, it shall appear to the satisfaction of the
commissioners that the said petitioner hath done, or committed,
or been guilty of any of the acts or things enumerated under the
six specifications in the said third section contained, then and in
such case, the said commissioners shall proceed to assign to three
persons, who shall be appointed in like manner, and shall have
like powers and authority as in thz second section is provided,
and the powers and functions of the said curators shall cease and
determine in like manner as in the said section is providert ; but
the said commissioners shall not grant any such certificate to the
said petitioner as is in the said second section directed to be
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given ; and if there shall appear to the commissioners any strong Shall be held
ground to suspect fraud or perjury, the sald commissioners shall in recogni-
bind over such petitioner in a recognizance, with two sufficient "¢
sureties, or it no such sureties can be found. commit such peti- Or commit-
tioner by warrant ohder their hands and seals to the common ted to jail.
jail to answer to the next court of quarter sessions of the county

ot Philadelphia, for such fraud or perjury, or application may be

made to any alderman, justice of the peace, or judge, to bind

over, or commit any such person in the usual manner.

SecT. v. And be i1 furtber enacted by the aurhority afsresaid, Proceedings
That if at the time appointed for the first hearing of the said :fht?: credit.
petitioner and his creditors, neither any creditor nor the agent ,.. uiiead.
or attorney of any creditor shall attend the due service of the
notices as before provided, being first proved, it shall be the
duty of the said commissioners to examine the said petitioner,
and such other persons as may be deemed necessary either at
that time or at any other time, not more distant than ten days
from the time of the first hearing, on oath or affirmation, touch. .
ing the situation and transactions of the petitioner, and it it Qé‘fﬁ;}f&f}‘_“
shall appear, to the satisfaction of the said commissioners, that ;.4 15 with.
the said petitioner hath not done, committed, or been guilty of out fraud.
any of the acts or things enumerated under the six specifications
n the third section of this act contzined, then the said commis--
sioners shall appoint like assignees, whose powers, duties, and
rights shall be the same as those of the assignees mentioned in
the second section of this act, and such turther proceedings
shall inall things be had asin the said second section is provided. Where it is
But if on the contrary it shall appearto the satisfaction of the said ‘S’J““"“a‘
commissioners, that the said petitioner hath done, committed,
or-been guilty of any one of the said acts or things enumerated
under the six specifications as aforesaid, then the said commis-
sioners shall appoint like assignees, whose powers, duties and -
rights shall be the same as those of the assignees mentioned in
the second section of this act ; and such further proceedings
shall in all things be had as in the fourth section of \his act is
provided ; and if at the time appointed for the first hearing as If any eredit
aforesaid, any creditor or creditors, or the agent or attorney of i’;ﬂ"’{l‘:‘;;}
any creditor or creditors, shall attend, and shall upon the said ubje(.:t, e,
first examination be satisfied that the said petitioner is entitled
to the benefit of this act, and if neither any creditor nor the
agent or attorney of any creditor shall request such second ex-
amination as is provided for in the second section of this act,
then and in such case the said commissioners shall proceed to Of assignees,
appoint like assignees, nominated as aforesaid, whose powers,
duties and rights, shall be the same as those of the assignees
mentioned in the second section of “this act, and such further
proceedings shall in all things be had as in the said second sec-
tion of this act is provided, and in ¢verv of the cases provided Curators.
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for in this section, the powers and functions of the curators shall,
immediately from and after the appointment of the assignees,
cease and determine, in like manner 1s is provided by the second
seetion of this act,
Certificate SECT. vi. And be it further enacied by the authority aforesaid,
may be set Lhat if in any action that shall be brought in any court of record
aside within within this commonwealth, against any such petitioner, or his
6ycars, K¢ op her heirs, executors, or assigns, within six years after the date
of such petitioner’s certificate, it shall be tound by the opinion
of the court and the verdict of a jury, that the said petitioner
- had before the date of such certificate, done, committed, or been
Proceedings guilty of any of the acts or things enumerated under the six
to be had re- gpecifications in the third section of this act contained, or hath
SPECUiDE  at any time since the time of presenting his petition, received
and retained any debt due to him or her before the time of pre.
senting his or her said petition, then from and after the date of
the judgment in such action, or of the affirmance of such judg-
) ment, if such judgment shall not in the first instance have been
acquiesced in, the said certificate shall be deemed to have been
tfraudulent, and shall from thenceforth be utterly void and of no
Statute of li- effect 5 and the statute of limitations as to personal contracts,
ot o shall not be construed to run, or to have run in favour of such
> 77 petitioner during the time in which he was protected by such
Judgesto  iraudulent certificate ; and the judges of the said court before
certily the  whom such action was tried, shall, at the request of the plaintiff,
facts, &¢.  certify that the facts found by the jury were sufficient to avoid
Certificate to the said petitioner’s certificate, which certificate given by the

be filed. said judge or judges, shall be filedin the prothonotary’s office in

Entry an cer- Which the said insolvent’s certificate remains of record ; and the

tificate. said prothonotary shall thercupon enter on the margin of the
recorded insolvent’s certificate, the words ¢ fraudolent and
void.”

Questions, SecT. viu. And be it further enacied by the authority aforesaid,

&c. tobe re- That any creditor, or the agent or atiorney of any creditor, at any
dw‘;fﬁggt" examination of the said petitioner, shall have a right to require the
" said commissioners to reduce to writing any question or questions
that may be put to the said petitioner, and the said petitioner’s
answer or answers thereto, which szid question or questions, to-
gether with the answer or answers, shall be signed by the said
. petitioner and certified by the said commissioners under their
Pocuments hands and seals, and the same, together with all' documents
to bedeposit- exhibited upon the examination of the said petitioner, except
;‘rlm‘;’:;go"tl;‘: ;. such as it may be deemed necessary to deliver to the assignees
or ta other persons mierested in the same, together with a true
account of all the groceedings, shall be, by the said commission-
ers, immediatety aiter the final decision of the said petitioner’s
case, deposited with the said prothonotary of the supreme court,

there to remain of record,
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SECT. Vil And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Petitioner
That if such petitioner shall conceive that the said commission- ey appeal 4o~
ers in any case shall have unjustly refused to grant the certificate ;ﬁ;‘_'mcme
herein before mentioned, the said petitioner shall have a right to
appeal to the supreme court of the eastern district, which appeal Appealto be
shall be entered on the docket of the said court, and the said entered,
court shall, on motion (on legal proof of due notice having been
given to the said commissioners of the time when such motion
would be made,) appoint, at their discretion, three arbitrators, i iors
whose duty it shall be to examine and report whether the said 1o be appoints
petitioner 1s justly entitled to a certificate according to the pro- ed.
visions of this act, and the said referees shall have the same pow- pyyers of
ers and authority to examine the said petitioner and every other
person or persons, under oath or affirmation, to compel the at-
tendance of witnesses, and to compel answers to all legal ques-
tions 3s is given to the said commissioners, in and by the second
section of this act. And upon the report of the said referees, Report of, to
the said court if they approve thereof, shall order and adjudge be final.
that the said certificate be allowed or the appeal be dismissed
agreeably to the said report : Provided always, that any certifi- Proviso,
cate, obtained by virtue of this section, shall be liable to the pro-
vistons of the sixth section of this act, the report. of the said re-
ferees, and the proceedings of the court thereon as afaresaid to
the contrary notwithstanding.

SECT. 1X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidy Majority may
That a majority of the said commissioners, or of the curators, ar- act.
bitrators or assignees, mentioned in any part of this act, shall in
all cases, have full power to act, and the act or acts of such ma-
jority, shall be in all cases valid and binding ; and if any of the g,y asan.
said cammissioners, curators, assignees or arbitrators, shall re«cies are to he
fuse to serve, or shall die, or be rendered incapable to serve, the supplied.
vacancy shall be supplied in the same manner in which the ori-
ginal appointment or nomination was made ; and any of the Commission.
said commissioners may be removed by the governor for misbe- ers may be
Taviour, and the s2id commissioners, on complaint of any person Temeved.
whom it may concern, and good ¢anse shown, shall have power
to displace any of the said curators or assignees, and to appoint And others
others in their stead, in the same manner in which the original 8PPointed.
appointment may have been made ; and in case of the refusal Attachments
of any of the said curators or assignees to exhibit their accounts, f:’ he issued

a .. agamst cura-
or to deliver up ali the books, papers, documents, and securities, 1o, 3, for
relating to the estate of the satd petitioner, and also all the mo- refusing to
nies and effects that may Lave come to their hands by virtue of exhibit their
their trust, and in such case the said commissioners are hereby 3¢C0US, &e.
empowered and required to issue zn attachment against the said
curator or assignee, to bring him before the said commissioners,
ind commit him, if necessary, to the gomman jail, uptil he has

»
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complied with the provisions of tiis act, or is otherwise dis-
charged according to kaw.

SEct. x. Andbe it further enacted by the authority aferesaid,
That if any debtor, being a merchant, trader; or person using
commerce, or exercising the occupation of buying and selling,
or of a factor or commission merchant, shall fraudulently con-
fess, or canse to be obtained, any judgment, or shall frandulently
cause, or suffer his or her lands, t:nements, goods or chattels,
to be levied upon. to defeat or delay his or her creditors ; or to
secure or gatisfy any one creditor in preference to, or to the in-
jury of his or her other creditors ; or shall depart from his or
her dwelling house with intent tc avoid his or her creditors,
or being within his or her house, chall cause him or herself to
be denied in order to avoid his or ner creditors ; or shall suffer
any two promissory notes, drawn payable without defalcation,
and endorsed to and held by different persons or bodies corpo-
rate, of or on which notes the said debtor shall be drawer
or endorser to remain protested and unpaid for the space of
thirty days; or shall suffer any execution on any judgment, to
the amount of two hundred dollars, to be returned nulla bona ;
or shall buy goods, wares or merchandize upon a credit, and af.
terwards sell or dispose of the same or a greater part thereof,
for a less price than he or she cotracted to pay for them, in
order and with intent by such purchase and sale, or purchase
and disposition, to pay or satisfy any creditor other than the
person from whom such purchase 1ras made 3 then it shall and
may be lawful for any three creditors of such debtor, whose
debts shall together amount to one thousand dollars, to apply to
the said commissioners, and vpon one of the said creditors mak-

“ing affidavit of the facts upon which the said application is

tounded, and all of them making affidavit of their belief that
the said debtor is insolvent, it shall be the duty of the said com.
missioners to issue a warrant under their hands and seals, re-
quiring the sheriff; or other proper officer, to bring the said
debtor before the said commissioners forthwith, to answer such
questions as may be asked of him or her touching his or her sol-
vency. And upon such debtor appearing before the said com-
missioners, the said commissioners, or the said creditors, or any
other creditors who may attend, nay proceed to ask such ques-

- tions of the said debtor as may terd to disclose the situation of

On oath or
affirmation,

FProceedings
on refusal,
&c.

the said debtor as far as regards his or her solvency, which ques-
tions the said debtor shall be comgelled to answer on oath or af-
firmation, according to the best of his or her knowledge and be-
fief ; and if the said debtor shall refuse to answer such questions,
or shall not either satisty the said commissioners of his or her
solvency, or shall not swear or affiym thar to the best of his or
her knowledge and belief, he or she is solvent, the said commis-
sioners shall proceed to appoint curators ; and such further pro-
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ceedings shall be had in all things as i the said debtor had vol-

untarily pecitioned according to the provisions of the second

section of this act, = But'if the said debtor shall swear or affirm, When depror
that to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, he or she is swears o Iis
then solvent, the said oath or affirmation shall be reduced to sUlvency.
writing, signed, certified, and recorded in like manner as in the

case provided for in the seventh section of this act; and the

said commissioners shall then proceed no further in the case ;

but if the said debtor shall at any time afterwards, apply for the )
benelit of this act, and if upon his or her examination, or in the Penalty on
investigation of his or her affairs, it shall appear that the said ?ﬁ;ﬁ;‘“g
debtor must have known himself or herself to have been insol- '

vent at the time at which he or she shall have been sworn or

affirmed to the cantrary thercol as aforesaid, then such person

shall not receive any such certificate as is herein before provided,

and shall moreover be, by the commissioners to whom he or she

shall apply for the benefit of this act. bound over to answer for

the crime of perjury, in like manner as is provided in the fourth

section of this act. .

SecT. X1, Andbe it furtber enacted by the autbority aforesaid, A;ﬁg‘”ees to
That the assignees appointed by virtue of this act, shall, before r an cath,
they enter upon the execution of the trust hereby reposed in
them, take an oath or affirmation, to be administered by the
said commissioners, honestly and truly, to the best of their
knowledge and ability, to observe and perform the duties en-
joined upon them by this act ; and the said assignees are hereby Debtors es-
declared to be vested with all the estate, real, personal and mix- tate vesiedim
ed, of the said petitioner, or which was of the said petitioner at M.
the time of presenting his or her petition ; and they shall haye Powers of.
power and authority to dispose of and convert the same into ma-
ney, to execute deeds for real estate, redeem mortgages, and
conditional contracts, satisfy all judgments, bring and maintain
such real or personal actions as shall be necessary and expedient
for the complete execution of their trast 3 to refer to arbitration,
settle and compound, or agree with any person indebted to the
said petitioner, in such manner as may appear mast advantageous
to the creditors of the said petitioner.

SEcT. X15. And ke it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Notice of as.
That the assignees shall forthwith, after such assignment, cause signment to
" due natice thereof to be given, and shall in such notice, require be given.
all the creditors of the petitioner to appear, by themselves or
agents, at a time and place therein to be specified, to prove their
debts 3 and any creditor shall, if required, be allowed to prove Creditors to.
his debt by oath or affirmation, taken before, and duly certified prove their
by any judge or alderman, or justice of the peace, or notary pub- “****
lic within this commonwealth, or in any other legal manner;
and in case of any .controversy relating to such debts, it shall
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Arbitrators  be determined by three arbitrators, to be mutually chosen by
Lo be chosen: ¢he assignees, and the creditor, er in manner following, that is
;’:t@&‘-l;;elﬁfd_ to say, the said commissioners shall furnish.a list of the names
of nine persons, not creditors of the petitioner, and the said as-
In what man. signees shall strike out of the said list, three, and the creditor
ner. whose debt is in controversy, shall strike out other three of the
said names, and the remaining throe persons shall finally deter-
mine and settle the said controversy ; ard if the said assignees
or any of the said creditors, shall neglect or refuse to strike out
three persons as aforesaid, the said commissioners shall strike out
as aforesaid for the said creditor o- assignees, so refusing or ne-
glecting 3 and in case of therefusa. of all or any of the persons
Vacancies 50 appointed 1o be arbitrators, or of their or any of their inabili-
bow supplied. ty to serve in a reasonable time, 2 new choice shall be again
made, in the same manner, in the room of the person or persons
s0 refusing or neglecting.
Debts inewe-  SECT. XUl And be it further eracted by the autbority afore-
ted before,  said, That all persons who have given credit to such petitioner,
ﬁ;‘lta“f?:rd“:ﬁ_ on 3 valuable consideration for wny sun of money, or other
Lioning, K he Matter, promise, contract or thing, whickis or shall not be due
allowed, &c. or payable, or liable to be exacted or performed, at or before
the time of presenting the petition, shall and may be admitred
And paidas and considered as creditors whose debts are then due, and shall
vther debts. receive a dividend, or be considered as having a claim to a divi-
dend, if such debt or contract be contirgent in the same pro-
portion as the. other creditors, deducting therefrom only a re-
bate of imterest, at the rate of six per centum per annum, for
m;ﬁbe what shall be received on such debts, {unless such debts shall be
payable with interest,) to be computed from the actnal payment
thereof to the time when they would have become due; and
when it shall appear that there hath been a mutual credit given
by the said petitioner and any other person, or that mutual debts
or demands were subsisting between thern before such petition
Setoff al.  Was presented, the one debt may be set off againgt the other, and

lowed the balance due on cither side afier such set-off, and no more,
shall be claimed or paid.

First divie Sect. X1V, dnd be it further ervcted by the authority afere-

dend, said, That within three months of ke time of their appointment

g';“t';"istle‘;;‘d the said assignees shall cause public notice to be given of the time
A . “and place at which they intend to meet to make 2 dividend of
be":‘:{;?;?w“i all the funds of the said petitioner’s estate, so far as the same
by the assig- N2Y have been realized, which time so to be appointed, shall be
Rees, within three months from the datc of the said notice, at which
May beex- time and place the said commissioners shall also attend, and the
ﬁ;‘&“ég o0 said assignees shall then and there exhibit all their accounts, and
: ‘_c' ) reasonable allowance shall be made to the said assignees for their
Commission- . ceryices s and the said assignees or any of them, shall, i requir-

ers to audit, B : . e
ed, be examined on oath or affirriation, to be administered by

the accounts, N o . X
e, the said commissioners touching the truth of the said accounts;
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and the said commissioners shall sudit the same and certify the Creditars,
sum ro be allowed to the said assignees 5 and at the said time and T2y at fh""
place the creditors of the said 1msolvent, who shall not before 3::::’ Ec'?ve
have proved their debts, shall then be allowed to prove the same, counts,
and all costs, fees, and charges arising out of the proceedings Costs, &c. to
under this act, shall be first paid, and the residue shall be divid- Effl[ﬁl;;n‘:fg
ed amongst the creditors, in proportion to their respective claims ; be made.
in which dividend so to be made, no preference shall be given
to debts due by specialty or otherwise. '
Sect. xv. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- gecond divi-
satd, That within twelve months next atter making the dividend dend whento
aforesaid, the said assignees shall make a second dividend of the be made.
estate of the said petitioner, in case the same shall not have
been wholly divided at the first dividend, and shall cause like
notice to be given, and creditors who have not theretofore prov-
ed their debts may then prove the same ; and the said assignees Debts maybe
shall in manner aforesaid, exhibit their accounts, and if required, F;;::Ed be-
be examined as aforesaid, and in'case of dispute,between the
said assignees and the creditors, the commissioners are hereby
required to adjust the same, and the nett proceeds shall be then commission-
divided among the creditors, allowing to the creditors who have ers 1o audis,
not proved their debts at the former meeting of the said assig- 56+
nees, their just proportion thereof; and the second dividend o = ... .
shall be final, unless any suit at law or equity be dependingrela- gopd 1o be g
tive to the estate of the said petitioner, or unless some other es- nal, &c.
tate or effects should thereafter vest in, or come to the hands of
the said assignees, or unless some money or effects should remain
in their hauds to answer to some contingent claim, in any of Ofcontingent
which cases the said assignees shall, as soon as conveniently may cluims.
be, settle the said contingent claims, convert the said estate or
effects into money, and within two months thereafter, divide the
same among the creditors aforesaid; and if any overplus shall
remain after the payment of all the creditors, and all the feds SVCPPIUSJEE
and expenses arising out of the proceedings under this act, the = tlifc“;:ﬁ_
said assignees shall pay over the same to the said petitioner, or to tioper,
his or her legal representatives, .
Sect. xvi. And be it further enacted by the autbority afore- Allowance wo
said, That in all cases wherein any petiticner shall have com- Eyfemad-imu;_.
plicd with the provisions of this act, and shall have received a ¢, P°"
certificate as aforesaid, two thirds in number and value of the
creditors of the sald petitioner, who shall have proved their

. debts, may make such reasonable allowance to the said petition-
er out of the estate and effects assigned, as the circumstances of
the case may appear to them to warrant : Provided, that such Not to ex-
allowance shall not exceed ten per centum on the nett produce ¢sed ten pe
of the said estate and effects ; Provided also, that no such allow- ;ﬁgim
ance shall be made in cases wherein any petitioner shall have

made any partisl or conditional assighment, with intent toprefer
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any creditor or creditors, in exclusion, and to the damage ot his
or her other creditors.

SEcT. xvi1, And be it further enacid by the outbority afore-
said, 'That the said commissioners shall severally have and re-

ceive the following fees, to wit : For receiving any petition and

Penalty for
concealing ef.
fects of the
petitioner.

How recove
erable.

Agsignees to
prosecute,
or creditors.

Partial or
Araudulent as-
signments to
be void.

©F perjury.

directing the assignment fifty cents, to be paid in the first in-
stance Dy the petitioner ; for his attendance at any meeting of
the creditors, fifty cents; for examining the said petitioner and
others, in case neither any creditor nor the agent of any creditor
shall attend, as is provided for in the fifth section of this act,
fifty cents; for deciding on the propriety of granting or refus-
ing the petitioner’s certificate, fifty cents; and the following
sums for the following services shall be paid and allowed to the
said commissioners; for making up arecord of the proceedings, and
lodging it, together with all the documents, as herein before
provided, with the ¢lerk or prothonotiry of the supreme court,
one dollar; for reducing to writing and certifying any examina-
tion of the said petitioner, as by the seventh section of this act is
provided, one dollar; and the said commissioners shall on no
pretence whatever, receive other or greater fees than those
herein provided and directed to be paid and allowed 3 and the
services for which no fee is allowed i this section shall be per-

~ formed gratis,

Sect. xvit. dnd be it further enacted by the autherity aforesaid,
That any person or persons who at aay time before or afterthe
passing of this act, shall accept, or shall have accepted any trust
cr trusts for the benefit of any such petitior.er, or shall have in
his, ber or their possession, any estate, real, personal or mixedy
of such petitioner, and shall not for-hwith alter notice of such
assignment, fuily discover and disclose such trust and estate to
the assignees, shall forfeit the sum o: one hundred dollars, and
also double the value of the estate so conveyed in trust, or con-
cealed, to be recovered with costs, by action in any court of re-
cord having cogpizance thereof, in :he name or names of the
said assignees for the use and benefit of the creditors of the said
insolvent ; and in case the said assignees shall neglect or refuse to
prosecute_for such penalties, then an creditor of the said peti-
tioner may, at his own risk and expense, sue for and recover the
same for his own use and benefit ; 1ad the creditor who, upon
the neglect and retusal of the said ussignees as aforesaid, shall
first sue for the same, shall be entitled to all the said penalty and
penalties ; and from and after the passing of this act, all condi-
tional and partial assignments made by any person or persons, in
contemplation of insolvency, with intent to defravd creditors,
or with intent to prefer any creditor or credivors to the exclusion
and to the damage of the other creditors, shall be utterly void
and of no effect,

SecT. x1X, Andbe it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any person who shall be legally sworn or affirmed by-
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virtue of this aet shall be guilty of wilful perjury, he shall be
prosecuted and punished in the same mariner as persons guilty of
wiltul and corrupt perjury are or shall be prosecuted and punish-
ed by the Jaws of this commonwealth.

Seet. XX, dnd be it furtber enacted by the autbority aforesaid, Limitation of
That this act shall continue until the first day ot April, one thou- this act.
sand eight hundred and fifteen, and no longer, but the same
shall be always in force for the completion of any proceedings
on the petition of any insolvent debtor, begun previous to the said
first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen ; and
for the purpose of prosecuting any offence or misdemeanor the
punishment of which is provided for in this act.

JOHN TOD, Speaker
of the House of Representatives,

P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate.

ApPROVED~—the thirteenth day of March, one thousand eight

hundred and twelve.
SIMON SNYDER.

— s

CHAPTER LXXXIL

An ACT 10 provide for the clection of representatives of the
people of this state, in the congress of the United States.

SecT. & BE it enacted by the senate and bouse of repre-
scntarives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in general ¢ommon.
assembly met, and it is bereby enacted by the autbority of the wealth divi.
same, That for the purpose of electing representatives of the ded into 15
people of Pennsylvania, to serve in he house of representatives, 3‘;;5:;“““1
in the congress of the United States, this state shall be divided ’
into fifteen districts, as follow, the city of Philadelphia and the
counties of Philadelphia and Delaware, shall be the first dis- First district.
trict, and shall elect four members ; the counties of Chester and _
Montgomery, shall be the second district, and shall elect two Second,
members; the counties of Lancaster and Dauphin shall be the )
third district, and shall elect two members ; the county of York Third.
shall be the fourth district, and shall elect one member; the Founn,
counties of Cumberland, Franklin and Adams, shall be the fifth Fifib.
district, and shall elect two members ;5 the counties of Bucks,
Northampton and Wayne, shall be the sixth district, and shall Sixth,
elect two members ; the counties of Berks and Schuylkill, shall
be the seventh district, and shall elect one member ; the coun- Seventh,
ties of Dedford, Semerset and Cambria, shall be the eighth dis-' Eighth.
trict, and shall elect one member; the countics ot Mifftin,
Huntingdon, Centre, Clearfield, and M«Kean, shall be the ninth Ninth,
district, and shall elect one member ; the counties of Northum-
‘berland, Luzerne, Ontario, Susquehanna, Lycoming, Tioga and
Potter, shall be the tenth district, and shall elect two members; Tenth.
the counties of Westmoreland, Indiana, Jefferson and Armstrong,
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