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' CHAPTER LI
An ACT 1o erect the town of Bridgeport in the county of Fayette

) into a borough.

Sect. 1. BE it enocted by the senate and house of representa-
tives of the commonsvealth of Pennsylvaniay in general assembly
ety and it is hereby enacted by the authoriiy of the same, That
the town of Bridgeport in the county of Fayette, shall be and the
same is hereby erected into a borough, which shall be called the
borough of Bridgeport ; which boroughi shall be comprised with-
in the following boundaries, to wit: beginning at the mouth of
Dunlap’s creck, thence up the Monongahela river with the seve- -
ral meanders thereof, one hundred and forty eight perches,
thence leaving the river south two degrees east seventy perches,
south eighty-six degrees and a half, east forty-four perches, south
fifty degrees, east forty-seven perches, north forty degrees, east
forty-eight perches, north fifty-six degrees, east nineteen perches,
north seventy degrees and a half, east sixty-one perches, south se-
venty-eight degrees, east forty-six perches, and south seventy de-
grees, east sixteen perches, to the north abutment of Jonah Cad-
wallader’s mill dam ; thence down the meanders of Dunlap’s
creek to the place of beginning, ‘

Sct. 11, Angd be it furtber enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That it shall and may be lawful for all persons entitled to vote for
members of the legislature who have resided in the said borough
six months previously to such election, to meet at the school
house in Second-street in said borough (or at such other place as
may hereafter be appointed) on the second Tuesday in May in
every year, and then and there elect by ballot, between the hours
. of twelve and six o’clock of the same day, one reputable citizen

residing therein, who shall be styled « The Burgess of said bo-
rough,” and nine citizens residing therein, who shall be a town
council; and shall also elect as atoresaid one citizén as high con-
stable, but previously to such election, the electors present shall
elect two reputable citizens as judges, one as inspéctor, and two
as clerks of said election, which shall be regulated and conducted
-according to the general election law of this commonwealth, so
far as relates to receiving and counting votes, and who shall be
subject to the same penalties for mal-practices, as by the said law
is imposed, and the said judges, inspectors, and clerks before they
enter upon the duties of their offices, shall each take an oath or
affirmation before any justice of the peace of said county, to
perform the same with fidelity, and atter the said election shall
be closed, shall declare the person having the greatest number
of votes to be duly elected; and in case any two or more candi-

glections decided dates shiall have an equal number of votes, the preference shall be

determined by lot to be drawn by one of the judges in the pre-
sence of the inspector, whereupon duplicate returns thereof
shall be signed by the said judges, one of which shall be trans.
mitted to cach of the persens elected, and the other filed among
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the records of the corporation, and in case of death, resignation,
removal, refusal to accept, or neglect or refusal to act, after ac- Vacanties tow
ceptance of any of the said offices, the burgess, or in case of his ped.
death, absence, or inability to act, or when he neglects or refuses
to act, the first named . of the town council shall issue his pre-
cept directed to the high constable; or when there is no high
constable, or where he refuses or neglects to act, then any of the
members of the town council shall advertise and hold an elec- -
tion in manner aforesaid, to supply such vacancy, giving at least
ten dats notice thereof by advertisements set up at four of the
most public places in the said borough. -

Secr. 1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That from and after the second Tuesday in May next, the bur- Burgessand
gess and town council duly elected as aforesaid, and their succes- body politic.
sors shall be one body politic and corporate in law, by the name
and style of. ¢« The burgess and town council of the borough of
Bridgeport,” and shall have perpetual succession ; and the said Nameand style
burgess and town council aforesaid and their successors shall be o
capable in law to receive, hold and possess goods and chattels,
lands and tenements, rents, liberties, jurisdictions, franchises and
hereditaments to them and their successors in fee simple or other-
wise not exceeding the yearly value of five thonsand dollars; and poyecs o,
also to give, grant, sell, let and assign the same lands, tenements,
hereditaments, and rents ; and by the name and style aforesaid
they shall be capable in law to sue and be sued, plead and be im.
pleaded in any of the courts of law in this commonwealth, in
all manner of actions whatsoever, and to have and to use one
common seal, and the same from time to time at their will to
change and alter.

SECT. 1V, And be it further enacted by the autbority aforesaid,
That if any person, an inhabitant of the said borough, and duly penatties of ofi-
qualified to elecet as aforesaid, shall be elected to the office of &7 Tefusing @@
burgess, and having notice of his election, shall refuse to under-
take and execute that office, every person so refusing shall for-
feit and pay a fine of ten dollars; and if any other person duly
qualified as aforesaid, shall be duly elected to any other office
in the said borough created by this act, and having notice of
his election, shall refuse to undertake and execute the duties of
that office, every person so refusing shall forfeir and pay a fine
of five dollars; which fines and forfeitures, and all others in pur-
suarice of this act, or of the by-laws of the said town council, shall
be recoverable before any justice of the peace of said county,
for the use of the said corporation: provided, that no person proviso,
shall be compelled to serve more than one year in any term of
four years ; and that if any person or persons shall conceive nemedy for
himself or themselves aggrieved by the judgment of any justice Brev*ne
of the peace by virtue of this act, he or they may appeal to the
next county court of common pleas, upon giving security accord-
ing to law, to prosecute his, her or their appeal with effect ; who

L .
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shall on the petition of the party take such order therein as to them
shall appear just and reasonable, and the same shall be conclusive
to all parties.

SECT. V. dnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
‘That the burgess shall take and subscribe an oath or affirmation
before one of the associate judges or a justice of the peace for
the county of Fayette, to support the constitution of the United
States and of this state, and an oath or affirmation well and truly
to execute the office of burgess of the borough of Bridgeport ;
and when so qualified, he shall administer an oath or affirma.
tion to the town council, high constable, and town clerk in

manner and form aforesaid, Dbefore they shall enter on the

duties of their respective offices, the certificates of which oaths
and affirmations shall be filed among the records of the said cor-
poration. _

Sect. vi. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the burgess and town council so chosen, or 2 majority of
them shall have fuil power and authority to make and enact
such ordinances, rules and regulations as may be necessary for re.
gulating the markess, improving and keeping in order the streets,
lanes and alleys, and making permanent rules, relative to the
foundations of buildings, party walls, and fences within the said
borough, and remjoving nuisances or obstructions therefrom, and
the same to annul, alter or make anew as occasion may require ;
and also to assess and levy a tax agreeably to the provisions of this
act, for the said purpose, and to issue their precept to the high
constable, commanding him to collect the same, who shall pay it

a town clerk, treasurer and such other officers as may be deemed
necessary, and shall have all-other powers necessary for the well
ordering and better government of the said borough; provided, that
the said ordinances, rules or regulations shall not be repugnant
to the constitntion or laws of the United States or of this com-
monwealth 3 and provided alss, that no tax shall be laid by
them in asy one year, to exceed one half of a cent in the
dollar, on the valuation of taxable property taken from the last
assessment, unless some object of general utility shall be thought
necessary ; in which case a majority of the taxable inhabitants
of said borough, provided they have resided therein six months
previous thereto, by writing under their hands shall approve and
certify the same tothe town council, who shall proceed to assess
the same accordingly ; and all taxes which may be assessed or laid
within the said borough, shall as nearly as the same may be prac-
ticable, be assessed 2nd collected conformably to the laws for
raising county rates and levies,

Secr. V1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That it shall be the duty of the town clerk to attend all meetings
of the town council when assembled on business of the corpora~
tion, and perform the duty of clerk thereto, and keep and preserve
the common seal and records of the corporation, and be answer~

B
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able for the same, and also for the faithful discharge of all
the duties which may be enjoined upon him, by virtue of
this act, or of the acts of the corporation; and his attestation
with the seal of the corporation shall be good evidence of the
thing or act so certified. )

SECT. viiL, dnd be it furthes enocted by the autherity aforesaid,
That the treasurer shall give security for the faithful discharge ‘rreasurerso
of the duties of his office, and for the safe delivery into the Fye *eewitys
hands of . his successor of all monies, books and accounts apper-
taining thereto, upon demand being made by the burgess for
that purpose,

SecT. IX. And be it furthey enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the street commissioners, treasurer, constable and clerk of 4copunm, 5. to
the market, as well as all other officers who may’ be appoint- B¢ ssndersd sa-
ed by the corporation or council, shall render their accounts council
to the council once in every year for settlement ; and the
said accounts being adjusted and settled accordingly, shall be
forthwith published by the said council, shewing particular-
ly the amount of taxes laid and collected, and of the expen-
ditures. :

SecT. X. And be it further enacted by the autbority afiresaid,
That it shall be the duty of the high constable to give notice e
of the elections, by setting up advertisements in the market etections, &z
and three other public places in the said borough, ten days pre-
viously thereto; he shall attend and see that the same is open-
ed at the time and in the manner directed by this act: Provided,
that Morris Truman and Samuel Jones of the said town, or either Frevise.
of them, shall publish and superintend the election to be
held on'the second Tuesday of May next, as herein before di-
rected. ' ’

~ JOHN ST. CLAIR, Speaker
of the House of Representatives,

P. C. LANE, Speaker of the Senate.
ArppovEp—the ninth day of March, one: thousand eight

. hundred and fourteen, ]
SIMON SNYDER.

ol A

CHAYTER L.

An ACT westing a certain escheated estate, [ate the property of Fabez
Bailey, of Chester county, deceased.

WHEREAS it appears to the legislature, that a certain Ja-
bez Bailey, late of the county of Chester, died by casualty, intes-
tate, unmarried, and without issue, seized and possessed of a
messuage and tract of land containing about one hundred acres,
situate in the township of East Marlborough in said county, that
the said Jabez Bailey, was the reputed and acknowledged son of
Isaac Bailey, but the said Jabez, having been born some short
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