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or Luzerne, by the oath or affirmation of une or more credi-
ble witnesses, pay a fine not exceeding fifty nor less than five
dollars, one haFf to the use of the poor of the county, and the
other half’ to the informer, and shall moreover remain liable
for all damages to the company.
Secr. 11, And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
Time Timited ¢, That if the said company shall not proceed to carry on
for proceed- the said work within three years after the passing of thisact,
inginand or shall not within five years afterwards complete the same
completing  so far as to have conveyed the water within the limits of the
the work.  said town, in either of these cases, 2ll and singular the rights,
liberties and franchises hereby granted to the said company,
shall revert to this commonwealth.

‘WILLIAM DAVIDSON, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

{SAAC. WEAVER,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—the twenty-seventh day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and eighteen.

‘WILLIAM FINDLAY.

CHAPTER XXIX,
AN 0T

To erect the town of Berwick, in the counties of Columbia and Luzerne,
into a Borough,

Sror. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General
Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
“The town of same, That the town of Berwick in the counties of Columbia
Berwick  and Luzerne shall be, and the same is hereby erected into a
erected into horoygh, to be called * The borough of Berwick,” comprised
aborough.  yithin the limits drawn, purporting to be a town plot of said
Berwick, by Evan Owens, made in the year one thousand se-
ven hundred and eighty-six, beginning at the westerly shore
of the north-east branch of the river Susqueltanna, at the point
where the road leading from Salem to Berwick intersects the
town line of Berwick at the river ; thence north thirty degrees,
west to a post three hundred and five perches; thence south
sixty degrees, west two hundred and seventy perches to a
post; thence south thirty degrees, east to the Susquehanna
river ; thence up said river to the place of beginning.

Limits there-
of,
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Seot. 2. Jnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That the inhabitants of the said borough entitled to vote qualification
for members of the General Assembly, having resided within of electors,
the limits of said borough at least one year immediately pre-
ceding the election, and within that time paid a borough tax,
provided such tax has been assessed, shall bave power on the _ - -
first ‘Tuesday of April next, and on the first Tuesday in April 'Fl‘“ebe clec-
in every year thereafter, to meet at the brick meeting-house 2&%@2”“51‘
in the said borough, (or at such other place as may by the cor- ’
poration hereafter be appointed) and then and there between
the hours of one and six in the afternaon, elect by ballot, one yyy,.¢ ommcers
citizen residing therein, who shall be styled the Chief Bur- ghall be elee«
gess, one other citizen who shall be styled the Assistant Bur- ted.
gess, and five citizens to be a town council, and shall alse
elect as aforesaid, one citizen as high constable, all of whom
shall be residents of said borough: but previous to the open-
ing of said election, such of the inhabitants as are presentat ,
the said brick meeting-house, or at such other place as may T¥oJjudges,
hereafter be appointed, shall elect two citizens as judges, one ,?o’ie e
as inspector, and two as clerks of the said election, which ¢lesks to be
shall be regulated and conducted throughout according to chosen for
the general election laws of this commonwealth, and who the election.
shall be subject to the same penalties for mal-practices, as by
the said law is imposed ; and the said judges, inspectors and They shall
clerks before they enter upon the duties of their respective offi- take anoath
ces, shall take an oath or affirmation, before any justice of ".t‘)r‘:fﬁl'ma‘
the peace of said counties, to perform the same with fidelity, —
and after the said clection shall be closed, shall declare the
persons having the greatest number of votes to he duly elec- Proceedings
ted. And in case that any two or more candidates should Jcnse two
have an equal number of votes, the preference shall be deter- GO 5o
mined by lot, to be drawn by the two judges, in the presence gyl in
of the inspector and clerks, whereupon duplicate certificates votes.
of said election shall be signed by the said judges, one of Certificated
which shall be transmitted to each of the persons elected, and of the elec- .
the other filed among the records of the corporation. And it '“g;‘é c{‘g}" dis-
shall be the duty of the high constable for the preceding year, P '
to give notice in writingJo each of the persons so elected as
aforesaid ; and in case ¢ *the death, resignation, removal or
refusal to accept of any - . the said officess, the burgess, or in
his absence or inability to act, the assistant burgess shall issue vacancies,
his precept, directed to the high constable, to hold an elec- how sup-
tion in manner aforesaid, to supply such vacancy, giving at plicd.
Teast eight days notice by six advertisements set up in the Proviso.
most public places in said borough: Provided, That no wiis-
nomer or failure of the election of officers on the day appoint-
ed, shall discontinue or dissolve the said corporation, but the
ofticers respectively for the time being, shall continue in office
nntil a new clection shall he made, at such time as the gaid
~onucil may direct.

=
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Seer, 3. Jnd be it further enacied by the wuthorvity afore-
suid, That {from and after the first Tuesday in April next, the
Stvle ind fitle Chief burgess, assistant burgess and town council duly elected
of (e corpo- 28 aforesaid, and their successors, shall be one body politic
ration. and corporate by the name and style of ¢'The chief burgess,
assistant burgess and town council of the borough of Ber-
Theirpowers wick,” and shall have perpetual succession. And the said
and privile- chief burgess, assistant burgess and town council, and their
zes. successors, shall be capable in law to have, get, receive, hold
and possess goods and chatteld, lands, tenements, rents, liber-
ties, jurisdictions, franchises and hereditaments, to them and
their successors in fee simple or otherwise, not exceeding the
yearly value of five thousand dollars; and alse to grant, sell,
let and assign, the same lands, tenements, hereditaments and
rents, and by the name and style aforesaid, they shall be capa~
ble in law, to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in any
of the courts of law of this commonwealth, in any manner of
actions whatsoever, and to have and to use one common seal,
and the same from time to time at their will to change and
alter until it be otherwise dirccted by law. .
Skcr. 4. Mnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
: said, That if any person duly elected as chief burgess, assis-
. Penaliy for  tant burgess, member of the town council, or high constable
vefusing or  as aforesaid, and baving received notice thereof, as directed
neglecting & by this act, shall refuse or neglect to take upon himself the
?i‘;m“gh of- eXecution of the said office to which he shiall have been elec-
¢ ted, or having taken upon himself the duties of said office,
shall neglect to discharge the same according to law, every
inesand for. PELSON 50 refusing or neglecting, shall, for every such offence,
feitures, for torfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars, which fine, and all other
whose use, fines and forfeitures incurred and wade payable in pursuance
andhow tobe of this act, or of any of the bye-laws and ordinances of the
recovereds  town council, shall be for the use of the said corporatian, and
- shall be recovered hefore any justice of the peace, of the coun-
ties of Columbia or Luzerne, as the case may be, in the same
manner as debts not exceeding one hundred dollars are or
may hereafter be by law recoverable, and when so recovered,
shail be forthwith paid to the treasv»er of the borough; and
it shall be the duty of the officers of taid borough, on receiv-
ing any money belonging to the corp.ration, to puy the same
Proviso. to the treasurer forthwith: Provided, That no person elected
as aforesaid, shall be liable to 4 fine for refusing or neglec-
ting to serve more than once in four years,
Seor. 5. JAud be it further enncted by the authority afore-
suid, That the chief burgess, assistant burgess, town council
Officerato  and high constable, and each of them, before entering upon-
take on oath the dufies of their respective offices, shall fuke and subscribe
%ggﬁirmm an oath or affirmation, before any justice of the peace of said
! counties, to support the constitution of the United States and
of this state, and to perform the duties of their respective of -
fices with fidelity, and the certificates of such oaths and aflir-
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mations, shall be filed among the records of the said corpo-
ration.

Szer. 6. JAnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, 'That it shall be the duty of the said town council, three b
of whom shall be a quorum, to hold quarterly meetings on the pirce 3440
third Monday in April, July, October and January, in each Time of mee-
year, and oftener if occasion requires, at which meetings they ting. -
shall have power to revise, repeal, or amend, all such bye-
laws and ordinances as have been theretofore made in said
borough, and enact such other bye-laws, and make such rules, May make
regulations and ordinances, as shall be determined by a majori- bye-laws
ty of them, necessary to promote the peace, good order, benefit
and advantages of the said borough, particutiarly of providing
for the regulation of the markets, making anew, improving and
repairing and keeping in ovder, the streets, lanes, alleys and
highways, ascertaining the depth of vaults, sinks, pits for ne- ggg];‘i'tﬁe
cessary houses, and making permanent rules relative to the mzefs &e.
‘foundations of buildings, party walls and fences. They shall ’
have power to assess, apportion and appropriate such taxes as 5qoocs taxea,
shall be determined by a majority of them nececessary for™ - -
carrying the said rules and ordinances, from time to time,
into complete effect ; and also to appoint a town clerk, trea- , point and
surer, two persons to act as street and road supervisors, areI:mvea
clerk of the market and a collector annually, and such other town clerk,
officers as may be deemed necessary from time to time, and treasurer,
the same officers from time to time, to remove for misdemea- Street and
nor in office; which meetings of the said town council, shall ;'g:';l ok oF
be held at the house of Samuel Headley, in said borough, or the market,
at such place as the town council may direct, until 2 town- collector, &,
house is erected : Provided, That no bye-law, rule or ordi- Meetings
nance of the said corporation, shall be repugnant to the con- Where held.
stitution or laws of the United States, or of this common- Froviso.
wealth ; and that no person shall be punished for a breach of
a bye-law or ordinance made as aforesaid, until ten days have
expired after the promulgation thereof, by at least four adver-
tisements, set up in the most public places in said borough :
Aud provided also, That in assessing such tax, due regard o4 proviso.
shall be had to the valuation of taxable property, taken for the
purpose of raising county rates and levies, so that the said
tax shall notin any one year exceed one cent in the dollar of
such valuation, unless some object of general utility shall be
thought necessary, in which case a majority of the taxable in-
habitants of said borough, shall approve of and certify the
same in writing, under their hands, to the town council, who
shall proceed to assess the same accordingly. '

Seor. 7, JAnd be it further enacted by the authority afove-
said, "Uhat the chief burgess, elected and qualified agreeably cpief hum
to this act, or in his absence or inability to act, the assistant gess, &c. to
burgess is hereby authorised to issue his precept, as often as issue his pre-
accasion may require, directed to the collector, commanding cept to cok
%im to collect a1l taxes so assessed, and the same to pay over 166t ta¥es
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to the treasurer. And the said chief burgess, or in his ab-
sence or inability to act, the assistant burgess is hereby au- .
thorised to carry into effect all bye-laws and erdinances en-
acted by the town council, and whatsoever else shall be en-
joined upon him or them, for the well-ordering and governing
‘said borough.
Seor. 8. fnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
Town cletk said, That it shall be the daty of the town clerk to attend all
His dutyq ? meetings of the town council, when assembled upon business
=70 of the corporation, and perform the duty of clerk thereto, and
keep and preserve the common seal and records of the cor-
poration, and be answerable for the same, and also for the
Taithful discharge of all the duties which may be enjoined
upen him by virtue of this act, or of theé acts of the corpora-
tion, whose attestation, with the seal of the corporation, shall
be good evidence of the act or thing so certified.
Suet. 9. JAnd be it further enacted by the authorily afore-
Treasurer to said, ‘That the treasurer shall give sufficient security, for the
give sccurity faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and for the safe
“delivery of all monies, books and accounts appertaining there-
to, into the hands of his successor upon demand made for that
purpose,
Seor. 10. JAnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
Accounts to said, That the street supervisors, treasurer, high constable,
be rendered Clerk of the market and collector, as well as other officers
anually ang Which may be appointed by the corporation or council, shall,
published.  at the quarterly meeting ot the council, in the month of April
i " yearly, render their accounts to the said council for settle-
ment ; and the said accounts, being so adjusted and settled
accordingly, shall be forthwith published by said council,
shewing particularly the amount of taxes laid and collected,
and of :ﬁ monies paid into the treasury, and the amount of
expenditures.
" Seor. 11, JfAnd be it further enacled by the authority afore-
seid, That the chief burgess, assistant burgess and president
of tlie council, or any two of them, shall constitute a court of
appeal, and prior to the collection of any borough ax, the col-
lector shall inform each inhabitant of the amount of his tax,
Provisa and of the time and place of appeal: Provided nevertheless,
: That the said court of appeal shall have no other power as
such, than to determine the justness of the apportionment of
gaid tax, and to remedy any grievance that may ocecur in impo-
sing ‘the same. ' '
" Seor. 12. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
High consta- Sttid, That it shall be the duty of the ngh constable to give
ble to give  notice of the annual election of said borough, held in pursu-
motice of  ance of this act, by setting up six advertisements in the most
gfﬁg‘;g’;: b7 public places of said borough, ten days previous thereto: he
ment, . Shall attend and sce that the’ election is opened at the time,
Proyiso. and in the manner directed by this act: Provided, That Sam-
’ vel Headley and John Jones, of the said town, or either of

Court of ap-
* peal.



( 37 )

them, shall publish and superintend the election, to be held
on the first Tuesday of April next, as herein before directed.

Sect. 18. JAnd be it further enacted by the authority afore- s yases how
said, That the town council shall, from time to time, affix the fxed and
salaries of the high constable, town clerk, treasurer, clerk of paid.
the market, and such other officers as may be appointed under
this act; which salaries shall be paid out of the borough trea-
sury, by orders drawn thereon, signed by the president of the
council, which salaries shall not be increased or diminished, .
during the time for which the said officers were appointed gﬁ%‘:ﬂ"'o
respectively: Provided also, That if any person appointed by . lec{ingr‘lor
the town council as aforesaid, shall neglect or refuse to take 1-e§,s;ng to
upon himself the duties of the office to which he is so appointed, serve.
shall, for the same, forfeit and pay, for the use of the corpo-
ration, the sum of five dollars, unless he can render to the
said council, a satisfactory reason why he should be exonera- .
ted from such service: Provided, That no person shall be 2d proviso.
compelled to serve more than once in five years.

Seor. 14. JAnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That if any person or persons shall think him, her or Appealtothe
. themselves aggrieved, by any thing done in pursuance of this ramen
act, except in what relates fo the imposing and collecting the P'¢®
borough tax, and appointments made by the town council, he,
she or they may appeal to the next court of common pleas, to
be held for the said counties of Columbia or Luzerne, as the
case may be, upon giving security according to law, to prose-
cute his, her or their appeal with effect; and the said court
having taken such order therein, as shall scem to them just
and reasonable, the same shall be conclusive.

WILLIAM DAVIDSON, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

ISAAC WEAVER,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—the twenty-ninth day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and eighteen.

WILLIAM FINDLAY.
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