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CHAPTER L.

“T'o authorise John Ernst and Samuel Sherer to erect a toll bridge over
Swatara creek, at or'near the place usually known by the name of
“Brnst’s” or « Sherer’s Ferry,” in the county of Dauphin.

Secr. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
v sentatives of the Commonwenlth of Pennsylvania in General
‘ Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the
=  same, That it shall and may be lawful for John Ernst, suc- John Emst
cessor of Christopher Ernst, and Samuel Sherer, their heirs ‘S‘gd Samuel -
+ and assigns, to erect, build, maintain and support a good and mi&le‘ggfr‘
substantial bridge over and across the Swatara creek, at the erectabridge’
. place where the Downingtown, Ephrata and Harrisburg turn- o o o
pike road is to cross the same, being near to the place usual-j¢yow be e
ly known by the name of ¢ Ernst’s> or # Sherer’s Ferry,” in erected.
Dauphin county ; and the property of said bridge when built,
shall be and the same is hereby vested in the said John Ernst
. and Samuel Sherer, their heirs and assigns forever. And as’
soon as the said bridge shall have been erected under the au- ‘
thority of this act, they, the said John Ernst and Samuel Theproper.
Sherer, their heirs or assigns, may and they are hereby em- ?’ of it vest-
owered to erect a gate or gates, to demand and receive toll
rom travellers and others passing the same as follows, viz. fml?°‘:'e”fd :
For every carriage of whatever description used for the pur- 0 °rectsnes:
¥ pose of trade or agriculture, having four wheels and drawn R’ﬁei_‘“‘d o
by six horses, forty-three and three-fourth cents ; for every ;‘;’ § 20T passs
such carriage having four wheels and drawn by five horses,” 8 ‘
thirty-seven and one half cents; for every such carriage
having four wheels and drawn by four herses, thirty-one
cents ;3 for every such carriage having four wheels and drawn
by three horses, twenty-five cents; for every such carriage
having four wheels and drawn by tivo horses, eighteen and
Ahree-fourths cents;-for every such carriage having four
wheels and drawn by one horse, twelve and a half cents;
for every carriage of whatever description, used for the pur-
pose of pleasure or personal accommodation, having four
wheels and drawn by four horses, twenty-five cents ; for eve-
¥ty such carriage drawn by two horses, eighteen and three-
fourths cents ;- for every such carriage drawn by one horse,
twelve and a half cents; for every carriage of whatever de-
scription, used for the purpose of trade ar agriculture, having
two wheels and drawn by one horse, ten cents, and for every
additional horse, five cents ; for every chaise, riding chair, sul-
key or other two wheeled carriage of pleasure drawn by one
horse, ten cents, and for every additional horse, five centss for
every sled or sleigh drawn by one horse, seven cents, and for ev-
= ~eryadditional horse, five cents; for every horse and rider, six
and ane fourth cents ; for every led ar drove horse, mule or ass,
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three cents; for every head of horned or muley cattle, two cents 3
for every head of sheep or swine, one cent; for all carriages that
shall be drawn by oxen, or partly by oxen and partly by horses,
to be rated in the proportion of two oxen for one horse; for °
Provisoas to &VENY foot passenger, two cents: Provided, That notoll shall
those who D demanded or taken from any person or persons attending
shall pass  funerals, going to or from divine worship, from militia men
free.” oing to or peturning from muster on days of training, or
rom persons going to or returning from township, general or
special elections, or from children or others going to or re-
turning from schoal; but all such person or persons shall be
allowed to passand repass said bridge on those occasions free
24 proviso, 3 of toll; find provided also, That it shall be the duty of the
tist of rates to said John Ernst and Samuel Shes;er z.md thel_r successors for-
beputup. ever, to have a written or printed list or lists of the above
: - rates of toll placed upon some conspicuous part at each end
of said bridge, for the free inspection of all persons desirous
of seeing the same.
Seor. 2. Jnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
Time Yimited S¢id; That if the said John Ernst and’ Samuel Sherer, their -
for proceed- heirs or assigns or any of them, shall not proceed to carry on
ing upon and the said wox‘%( within the space of two years from and after
completing - the passing of this act, and shall not within the space of four
the bridge.  years from the passage thereof complete the said bridge, ac-
Penalty for* cording to the true intent and meaning thereof, or shall
Ozi‘ttms‘a'@d misuge or abuse any of the powers herein hefore granted, or
gOmi;fe";e’:he neglect to {)erform' any of the duties herein required of them,
work, and for it shall and may be lawful for the legislature of this Com-
misuseand Monwealth to resume all and singular the rights, liberties and
neglect. franchises hereby granted. '
BrcT. 8. Jind be it further enacted by the puthovity afove-
Proceedings 8¢id, That if the said John Ernst and Samuel Sherer, their
incase of neg heirs or assigns, shall neglect to keep the said bridge in good
lﬂect;c)o_kecp order and repair, so that the same shall become dangerous or
re‘eai:’f‘})%%:; difficult for travellers or others to cross the same for the
‘wgek. 7 space of one week, and information thereof shall be given to
any justice of the peace of the county aforesaid, the said jus-
tice shall forthwith issue bis precept, directed to any consta-
ble of the county, commanding him to summon three intelli-
gent and judicions freeholders of the said county; whose
names shall be inserted by the said justice in the precept
,  aforesaid, to meet at a time certain to be mentioned in said
precept, not exceeding three days, at the bridge aforesaid, of
which meeting reasonable notice shall be given to the owner
- or owners of said bridge, their agent or some one or more of
them, and the said justice shall attend the said meeting and
ghall administer an oath or affirmation to each of the freehol-
ders aforesaid, who shall then view and enquire whether the
said bridge is in good order and repair as aforesaid; and if
upon such, inquisition it should appear to thein that the said
hridge is not in good order and repair as aferessid, and has -
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been in that state for one week, it shall be their duty to make
report thereof in writing under their hands unto the justice
aforesaid, who shall on the receipt thereof, deliver a certified
copy ‘of said report to the owner or owners of said bridge or -
their agent, and from thenceforth the tolls hereby granted shall
cease to be demanded or collected until the defective parts -
of the said bridge shall be put in good order and repair as
aforesaid. o

Seor. 4. Jnd be it further enacted by the authority afore- R
suid, That if any person or persons shall cut or destroy any Penalty for
piece or pieces of timber or other part or parts of said bridge, ge”‘“}’mgt‘l‘l’r
piers, abutments or appendages thereto, or otherwise volun- bﬂilga%m_g Hie
tarily damage the same, he, she or they so offending shall, on jg i
conviction thereof, forfeit and pay for every such offence,
over and above the damages done to the said bridge or any
part or parts thereof, the sum of twenty dollars, to be recov-
ered in the same manner as debts not exceeding one hundred -
dollars are by law recoverable, with costs of suit, for the use
of the owner or owners of the said bridge, at the time the.of-
fence shall have been committed. '

Seor. 5. Jdnd be it further enacted by the authovity afore- i
said, 'That nothing in this act contained, shall extend to au- Navigation of
thorise the said John Ernstand Samuel Sherer, or any person ofordingthe
whatever, to evect the said bridge so as to stop, interrupt, in- gleei?}f’;‘éiéo
jure or impede the navigation of the said creek, by prevent- pedet.
ing vafts, boats or other craft from passing up and down, or
persons from fording the same. ,

Sror. 6. dnd be it further enacted by the authority afore- |
suid, ‘That the justice shall receive for his services, directed Fees of the
in the third section of this act, the same fees that are allowed justice,
under the general fee-bill to justices holding inquisition in
case of landlord and tenant ; the constable the same fees and and of the
mileage as in other cases, and each of the viewers the sum of constable and
one dollar for every day by them necessarily spent in the pre- V¢V
mises ; said fees to-be paid by the owner or owners of said gy whom to
bridge ot their agent, in case it should appear there was just be pajd, and
cause of complaint at the time information was made, or by how recover-
the informer in case it should appear there was not just cause, ¢d:
and the said justice is-hereby authorised to issue his warrant
for the recovery of said fees. o :

‘Sror. 7. And be it further enacted by the authority’afore-

* said, That the said John Ernst and Samuel Shever shally atyy.no o
the end of two years next after the said bridge shall be com- eounts shall i
pleted, lay before the first court of quarter sessions to be hol- be Inidbefore
den for the county of Dauphin, on oath or affirmation, an ab- the court of
stract of their accounts, shewing the whole amount of their quarter sea-
capital expended in prosecution of -the sajd work; and the 5005
income and profits arising from tolls for and during the sajd

period, -together with an abstract account of the costs and

charges of keeping the said bridge in repair, and all ather

contingent -costs and charges to the end, that the clear an-
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nual income and profits thereof may be ascertained and
When the Kknown. And if, from the said accounts, it shall appear that
" tollsshallbe the clear profits and income arising from the said bridge will
:ﬁdg‘t"ﬁd i bear a dividend of more than ten per centum per annum, then
dend of plfl‘:' the rate of tolls shall be so reduced as’ to bring the said divi-
fitsshallbe  dend down to ten per centum per annum. And if, from the

10percent.. same abstract of accounts, it shall appear that the said clear

‘Whenincrea- profits and income will not bear a dividend amounting to

sedsothat it eight per centum per annum, then the rvate of tolls may be so
maybe raised increased as to bring the said dividend up to eight per cen-
to8percent. gy, And at the end of every subsequent term of one year
Accounts to  afterwards, like abstracts shall be rendered in manner afore-
be a:g;\éz&lly said to the said court, and if, at the end of any one year, it
. xen " shall appear that the income arising from the said bridge, will

T"l}ﬁ to (‘l’e not bear a dividend amounting to eight, or will bear a divi-
Togutedso, dend of more than ten per centum per annum, then and in
shallnot ex- €ither case the rates of toll shall be so increased or reduced

ceed10nor as to bear a dividend the minimum of which shall be eight, -

belessthan 8 and the maximum ten per cent. per annum. And if the said
percent.  John Ernst and Samuel Sherer, their heirs or assigns, shall at
Penalty for any time neglect to make such annnal report, they shall be
neglecting to deprived of the right of collecting or receiving {foll, until
;‘l‘l‘;ﬁ:"’o‘;‘t" after the said report shall be made a3 enjoined by this act.

PO™  And if after such reduction as aferesaid shall be uly requi-
failing to re- red, they shall fail or neglect to make the same accordingly,
duce the tolls 21d 'shall receive any higher toll than what the several rates

whenduly would be after such reduction duly made, the said John .

required.  Ernst and Samuel Sherer, their 'heirs or assigns, shall for-

feit and pay for every such offence the sum of ten; dollars,

to be recovered as debts of equal amount are or may be
recoverable, one half to the use of the person complaining
of such charge, the gther half to the use of the county of
Danphin. '

Secr. 8. Jnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, ‘That if at any time after the expiration of twenty-five

Time within years, it shall be deemed advisable on the part of this Com-

which the

Common. monwealth, to declare the same a free bridge, or otherwise

- wealthmay dispose of the same, it shall be lawful for them to take the

declare ita same, on payment being first made to the said John and Sam- -
free bridge. yel, or their heirs or assigns, or such amount being deposited, -

Con diﬁoné on subject to their draft or order in the nearest bank, as shall be
whichithe . 2warded by five reputable freeholders of Dauphin county, twa
same may be 10 be appointed by the Governor, two by the said John and
done. °  Samuel, their heirs or assigns, or in case of their neglecting
or refusing so to appoint, by the prothonotary of Dauphin
county, and one by the four so appointed, or in case of their
neglect or refusal, by the said prothonotary, as shall amount
together with the whole tolls that have been received beyond
the necessary repairs, to the original cost of said bridge and
eight per centnm per ‘annum thereon, deducting therefrom
however such amount as the said five reputable frecholdegs
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ghall determine the value of the said bridge to have been di-
minished from its first cost, by reason of its wear and tear
and natural decay.

WILLIAM DAVIDSON, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

ISAAC WEAVER,
Spealcer of the Senate.

. Areprovep—the seventeenth day of February, one thousand

eight hundred and eighteen.
WILLIAM FINDLAY,

i —

CHAPTER LI

AN ACT

Granting part of a lot of ground in the borough of Beaver the property
of this commonwealth, to Thomas Henry and John R, Shanon.

Secr. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repve-
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General
JAssembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the . f'
same, That that part of a lot of ground situate in the borough crane 2 Pt
of Beaver, the property of this commonwealth, contained poroughof
within the following bounds, viz. Beginning on the south side Beaver.
of Front street opposite the east line of Elk street, thence
the course of said street to the Ohio river, thence down the
same to a point opposite Commerce alley, thence to Front
street opposite said alley, thence along Front street to the

lace of beginning, be, and the same is hereby granted to

homas Henry and John R. Shanon, for the purpose of erect-
ing thereon suitable buildings for the manufactory of glass' ‘
and a ware house. o

Seor. 2. JAnd be it further enacted by the authority afore- The ofticers -
said, That the officers of the land office shall appoint three of theland
disinterested persons to estimate and value said lot, who shall office to ap-
before they enter on the duties of their appointment, take an P°’mtt3 il
oath or affirmation before some judge or- justice of the peace joaenthe
of the proper county, that they will justly estimate and a true vatue.
valuation make of that part of said lot granted as aforesaid,
and the said persons or a majority of them having agreed on
the real valuation thereof, shall certify the same under their
hands directed to the Secretary of the Land Office, and the
said persons or any two of them shall also transmit to the Theif expen-
Secretary of the Land Office a diagram of said described lot *°* 0% Pai-

- pigned and certified by them, and the expenses necessary fov
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