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imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both. Such 
penalty shall be in addition to the penalty imposed by 
section three of this act. 

Section 7. All fines collected under this act shall be 
paid to the State Treasurer, and by him credited and 
paid as provided in section two hereof. 

Section 8. 'l'he provisions of this act are severable, 
and, if any of its provisions shall be held unconstitu· 
tional, the decision of the court shall not. affect or im· 
pair any of the remaining provisions of the act. It 
is hereby declared as a legislative intent that this act 
would have been adopted had such unconstitutional 
provisions not been included therein. 

Section 9. This act shall take effect on the first 
day of September, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one. 

APPROVED-The 20th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

No. 369. 

AN ACT 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

'l'o amend sections one hundred one, one hundred sixteen as amend­
ed, one hundred seventeen, two hundred twelve as amended, and 
three hundred one as amended, of an act, approved the eightcemh 
day of May, one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet 
Laws, three hundred and nine), entitled "An act to establish a 
public school system in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to­
gether with the provisions by which it shall be administcre<l, 
and prescribing penalties for the violation thereof; providing 
revenue to establish and maintain the same, and the method 
of collecting such revenue; and repealing all laws, general, spc··· 
cial, or local, or any parts tharcof, that are or may be inconsist" 
ent therewith": and providing for the creation of union school 
districts and the government thereof, by adding to article one, 
se.ctions one hundred twenty-seven, one hundred twenty-eight, 
one hundred twenty-nine, and ene hundred thirty. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one hun­
dred one. 'of an act, approved the eighteenth day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred alid eleven (Pamphlet 
Laws, three hundred and nine), entitled "An act to es­
tablish a public school system in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, together with the provisions by which it 
shall be administered, and prescribing penalties for the 
violation thereof; providing revenue to establish and 
maintain the same, and the method of collecting such 
revenue; and repealing all laws, gene.ral, speci11l, or 
local, or any parts there.of, that are or may be incon-
sistent therewith," which reads as follows:- · 

"Section 101. Each city, incorporated town, bor· 
ough, or township in this Commonwealth, now existing 
or hereafter created, shall constitute a separate school 
district, to be designated and known as the 'School 
District of . ._. ....... ,' and the several school districts 

1023 

Disposition of 
fines. 

Construction. 

~en elrectln. 

School dl•trlcts'. 

Act of May 18, 
1911 (P. L. 309), 
amended. 

Section 101,clteJl 
for amendment. 



1624 

Munlci)Jalitles to 
be separate 
districts.· 

Mxcept where it 
would be 
fourth class 
district. 

Union school 
:llstrlcts. 

Classification of 
11istr1cts. 

Section 116, ns 
amended by act 
ur llfay 28, 1015 
(P. L. 627), 
cited for anw.nd­
went. 

'Creation of new 
•t!lstrlcts. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

thus established shall be, and hereby are, divided into 
four classes as follows," is hereby amended to read as 
follows:-

Section 101. Each city, incorporated town, borough, 
or township in this Commonwealth, now existing er 
hereafter created, shr.11 constitute a separate schuol 
district, to be designated and known· as the "School 
District of .......... ," except that where such, city, 
incorporated toimi, borough_, or toumship, or a part of 
the school district rernaining after its separation, would 
constitute a fourth class school district, in which case 
it shall remain a part of tlle school district to which it 
formerly belonged, unless the change to a new sc~w1~l 
district is approved by the State Board of Educati1Jn. 
fn. determining whether or not siwh .approval slw-:i be 
given, the State Board of liJduoation shall i11'fiest-igate 
the necessity therefor, and take into consideration the 
10elfare of the pupils and taxpayers of such proposed 
new school district, as well as the ef feet upon the 
existing school dfistricts. Any tu;o or more school dis· 
tricts, :as herein con$f:ituted, may, by a majori.ty vote 
of the electors of each of said districts affected and 
in the manner hereinafter prono:ed, be formed into a 
union school district. The several school districts thus 
established and formed shall be, and hereby are, divided 
into four classes as follows: 

Section 2. Section one hundred sixteen of said act, 
aJs amended by an act, approved the twenty-eighth day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred fifteen (Pamphlet 
Laws, six hundred and twenty·seven), entitled "An act 
to amend.an act, approved the eighteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred eleven, entitled 'An act to 
establish a public school system in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, together with the provisions by which 
it shall be administered, and prescrib!ing penalties for 
the violation thereof; providing revenue to establish 
and matlntain the same, and the method of collecting 
such revenue ; and repealing all laws, general. Fpecial, 
or local, or any other parts thereof, that are or may be 
inconsistent therewith,' " which reads as follows:-

"Section 116. vVhenever a new school uistrict is cre­
ated by the creation of a new city, borough, township, 
or independent school district, or by the annexation to 
a city or borough m· township of texritory comprising 
a separate school district, the clerk of the courts, or 

. other proper officer, shall, within ten days thereafter, 
make a certified copy of the decree or order creating 
sudh new city, borough, township, or dndetpendent 
school district, or of i·te decree of the court or vote of 
the electors eff('(·1i1 ,.: :1uch annexation, and mail the 
same to the Sul-" ,·'11tPndent of Public Instruction " 
is hereby further a1:1::11ded to reatil. as follows:-

Section 116. " .:enever ·a new ·school district is cre­
ated by the creatfon of .a ne;w ,cl:i;y, !bordugh, tdwn~hip, 
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or independent school district, or by the annexation to 
a city or borough or township of territory comprising 
a separate school district, or by the consolidation of two 
<>r more districts as a union district, the clerk of the 
courts or other proper officer shall, within ten days 
thereafter, make a certified copy of the decree or order 
cre.ating such new city, borough, township, or inde­
pendent school district, or of the decree of the court or 
vote of the electors effecting such annexation, and mail 
thP. same to the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Section 3. St>ction one hundred seventeen of said 
act, which reads as follows:-

"Section 117. After the approval of this act, a ma­
jority of the. taxable inhabitants of any contiguous ter­
ritory in any school district or sc110ol districts,. as here­
in established, may present their petition to the court 
of common pleas of the county in which such contig­
uous territory, or a greater part in area thereof, is sit­
uated, asking that such terrihry ;..hnll Le e&tablished as 
an independent school 1listri<'t which petition shall set 
forth a proper descripL% of the boundaries of the ter­
ritory to be included in such proposed independent 
school district, .and the desire of the petitioners for 
better school fnrilities than are or would be provided 
and maintainrd bv the distri<·t or districts of which 
such proposed independent i>chool district is a part; 
where11pon said court. after a hearing, of which hearing 
the school district or districts out of whose territory 
such proposed independrnt school district is to be taken 
shall have ten (10) days' notice, after taking into con­
sideration the welfare of the pupils and taxpayers of 
such school di.strict or school districts, as well as of 
such '}J'roposed independent school district, may make 
a decree .establishing an independent school di>:trict, 
and fix the boundaries thereeof, which may be more or 
le,ss than those set forth in such petition. Where the 
territory described in any such petition is to be taken 

·from two or more school districts, such petition shall 
be signed by a majority of all the taxable inhabitants 
of the .part of each school di.strict which is to be includ­
ed in such independent district. The said conrt sha11 
also determine the amount, if any, of the indebtedneess 
of the school district, from whose territory .such inde­
pendent clistrict is taken, that it sha11 assume and pay: 
Provided, That in case any such independent district 
.so created shall include territory of any former inde­
penilent school district abolished by this act, having 
any indebteedness, such indebtedness shall be U".sumed 
and paid by such newly created independent school dis­
trict. Any independent district thu.s created shall be­
long to the class of school districts herein ip·rovided to 
which it is entitled to belong- by its population, as de­
termined by the last United States cen,sus. 

t..i5 Laws. ..:..... u 
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"In all cases where such proceedings result in the 
creation, by decree of the court, of a new school dis­
trict, the cost anC:. office fee,s shall be 'paid by said new 
district, but, if otherwisee, said cost.s a:nd office fees 
shall be paid by the petitioners themselves," i.s hereby 
amended to read as follows:-

Section 117. After the approval of this act, a ma.­
jority of the taxable inhabitants of any contiguous 
territory in any school district or school districts, as 
herein established, may present their petition to the 
court of common pleas of the county in which each con· 
tiguous territory, or a greater part in area thereof, is 
situated, asking that such territory shall be established 
a:o. an independent school district, which petition shall 
set forth a proper description of the boundaries of the 
territory to be included in such proposed independent 
school district, and the de.sire of the petitioners for 
better school facilities than are or would be provided 
and maintained lby the district or districts of which 
such proposed independent school district ill a part; 
whereupon said court, after a hearing, of which hearing 
the school rlistrir.t or districts out of whose territory 
such proposed independent school district is to be 
taken shall have ter. (10) days' notice, after taking into 
consideration the welfare of the pupils and ta:;payers 
of such school district or school districts, as well as of 
such proposed independent school district, may make a 
decree establishing an independent school district, and 
fix the boundaries thereof, which may be more. or less 
than those set forth in such petition. Where the terri· 
tory de.scribed in any such petition is to be taken from 
two or more school districts, such petition shall be 
signed by a majority of all the taxable inhabitants of 
the part of each school district which is to be included 
in such independent district. The said court shall 
also determine the amount, if any, of the indebte<)ness 
of the school district from whose teTritory such iude­
pendent district is t1ken that it shall assume and pay. 
In all cases wl/Pre .s"Uch school districi, if created, O'r 

the remaining pm t of the original district, would. 
aonstitute a, fourth class school district. the merit., of 
the petition for its creation, from an educational 
standpoint, shall be passed upon by the Superintend-· 
ent of Publia Instruction, and it shall not be grante<I 
unless approved by him: Provided, That in case any 
such independent district so created ~hall include tl!':l 
territory of any former independent schuol district 
abolished by this act having any indebtedness, such 
indebtedness shall be assumed a.nd paid by such newly 
created independent school district. Any independent 
district thus created shall belong to the dass of school 
districts herein provided to which it is entitled to 
belong 'by its population as det.ermined by the last 
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United State.s census. In all cases where such proceedings result in the 
creation, by decre.e of the court, of a new school dis­
trict, the cost and office fees shall be paid by said new 
district, but, if otherwise, said costs and office. feel!! 
shall be paid by the petitioners themselves. 

Section 4. Article one of said act is futher amended 
by adding the following new se.ctions:-

Section 127. Any two or more school districts may 
form a union school district in the following manner: 
Each of said districts desiring to form a union school 
district shall present a petition to the county commis­
sioners of the county where such district is located, 
signed by at least one-fourth of the whole number of 
taxable residents in such districts. The county com­
missioners shall take no action upon such petitions 
until they have been approved in writing by the. Super­
intendent of Public Instruction. After such petitions 
have been approved and filed, it shall be the duty of the 
county commissioners to submit, to the electors of the 
respecti\'e districts desiring to form a union school 
district, at the next general election, a question wheth­
er or not such school districts shall be united into a 
union school district. Such question. shall be submit­
ted in the form and manner provided ·by the general 
election laws of this Commonwealth for the submis­
sion of similar questions. 

Section 128. If a majority. of the voters of each 
school d~strict voting at said election shall be in favor 
of establishing a union district, as shown by the returns 
of said eleection, a certificate of the return shall be filed 
with the Superintendent of Publ1c Instruction and with 
the clerk of the court of qnarter se.ssions of the county. 

Section 12D. Whenever nny unien district shall be 
formed as here.in provided, sucil district shall become a 
union school district on Hie first Monday in July after 
it has been formed. 

Section 130. Whenever any two or more school dis­
tricts shall be consolidated into a union school district 
as herein provided, all the debts and liabilities· of the 
several districts shall become the debts of the union 
school district, unless otherwise provided by an agree­
ment in writing approved by a majority vote of each 
board of school directors. All right>: of creditors 
against any of the said districts shall be preserved 
against the union school district. All property here­
tofore vested in the several districts shall become 
vested in the union district, and all debts and ta.'\:es 
owing to the districts, uncollected in the several dis­
tricts, and ·all moneys in the treasuries of the several 
districts, sJrnll lie paid to the treasurer of the new 
district. 
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Section 5. Section two hundred twelve of said act, as 
amende.d by an act, approved the twenty-eighth day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred fifteen (Pamphlet 
Laws, six hundred and twenty-seve.n), entitled "An·act 
to amend an act, approved the eighteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred eleven, entitled 'An act to es­
tablish a public sciiool system in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, together with the provisions by which it 
shall be administcreC'., and pre.scribing penalties for the 
violation thereof; providing revenue to establish and 
maintain the same, and the method of collecting such 
revenue; and repealing all laws, general, special, or 
local, or any parts thereof, that are or may be incon­
sistent therewith.' " which reads as follows:-

"Section 212. ''·-hen any school district in this Com­
monwe.alth hereafter, for any cause, becomes a school 
district of another c}n,:;,s,as herein provided, a new board 
of school directors shall be appointed or electe.d therein, 
in the same manner as the school directors of districts 
of the. same class are elected or appointed when new dis­
tricts are created: Provided, That snch school direc­
tors shall be so elected that the number and terms of 
those whose places are to be filled at each succeeding 
municipal electio:1 shall be the same as the number and 
terms of those whose places are filled at the corre­
sponding elections in other school districts of the same 
class. 

"vVhen territory comprising a separate school district 
is annexed to a city or borough or town:ship, the school 
directors then in office in both districts shall hold office 
during the respective terms for which they we.re elected. 
No election for school director in the district shall be 
held unle.ss, on the first Monday of January next follow­
ing a municipal election, there would be a less number 
of directors than is provided for the district by this 
ad. 

"At each subscque.nt municipal election, only so many 
school directors shall be elected as will, on the first 
Monday of Jannary then ne.xt foll()IWing, bring the num­
be.r of school directors to the proper number fnr the 
district," is hereby further amended to read as follows:-

Section 212. When any school dhitrict in this Com­
monwealth hereafter, for any 'Cause, becomes a school 

district of :rnoth(~r claf'S. as herein nro-;i<l 0 <l. a ne.w board 
of school directors shall hp f!pnointPrl 01· t-lcct<'rl rlwrPin. 
in the same manner as the school dircctorfl of disrrid:­
of the same (']:u;s arf> elected or appointe.d when new ~;:, 
trictf'\ are created: Provirled, That snch school dire.ctors 
shnll he so elect0d that the number and te.rms of those 
whose plares are to be filled at each succeeding mu­
nicipal P.lection shall be the same as the number an<l 
terms of thnl'le "·hnl'lP -pfarp!'I are fillPrl at the corrpsponcl-
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ing elections in other school districts of the same class. 
When te.rritory comprising a separate school district union 

is annexed to a city or borough or township, or when dt•trtcts. 

two or more school districts are consoUdatcd as a union 
school district, the school directors then in office in 
both or all of the districts shall hold office during 
the respective terms for which the.y were elected. No 
election for school director in the district shall be held 
unless, on the first Monday of January next following 
a municipal election, there would be a less number of 
directors than is provided by law for the district of the 
same cla.<;s. 

At each subsequent municipal e1ection, only so many 
school directors shall be elected as will, on the first 
Monday of January then next following, bring the 
number of school directors to the proper number for 
the district; 

Section 6. Section three hundred one of said act, as 
amended by an act, approved the twenty-eighth day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred fiftee.n (Pamphlet 
Laws, six hundred and twenty-seven), entitled "An act 
to amend an act, approved the eighteenth day oi .May, 
one thousand nine hundred eleven, entitled 'An act to 
establish a public school system in the Commonwealth 

. of Pennsylvania, together with the provisions by which 
it shall be administered, and prescribing penalties for 
the violation thereof; providing revenue to establish 
and maintain the same, and the method of collecting 
such revenu~; and repealing all laws, general, special, 
of local, or any parts thereof, that are or may be incon­
sistent therewith,' " which reads as follows:-

1029 

"Section 301. In all RChool districts of the first class ~~~!~~~d3~~ :c"t of 

the school year shall begin on the first day of January ~~?' i 8·6;?)" cited 
each year, and in all other school districts in this Com- tor a1.;endme:1t. 

monwealth the school year shall begin on the first Mon-
day of July each year. In school distdcts of the first 
class the school directors appointed as herein provided 
shall meet and organize annually on the second Monday 
of November, and in school districts of the second, 
third, and fourth class the school directors regularly 
elected or appointed shall meet and organize annually 
on the first Monday of December each year. When a 
new school district is created, or when the offices of all 
the school directors of a district become vacant, the. 
school directors appointed by the court in any such cai;e 
shall meet and organize within ten days after their 
appointment. · 

"Thlien two school districts are consolidated, the. 
!_,Chool directors of such consolidated districts shall 
organize on the first Monday of July following snch 
consolidation, by electing a president and vice.-presiilent 
who shall hold their respective offices nntil the first 
Monday of December following their .election," is here­
by further amended to read as follows:-
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Section 301. In all school districts of the first class 
the school year shall begin on the first day of January 
e.ach year; and in a~l other school districts in this Com­
mon wealth, the school year shall begin on the first Mon­
day of July each year. In school districts of the first 
class, the school directors appointed as herein provided 
shall meet and organize annually on the second Monday 
of November; and in school districts of the second, 
third, and fourth class, the school directors regularly 
elected or appointed shall meet and organize annually 
on the first Monday of December each year. "\i\<·hen l 

ne.w school district is created, or when the offices of all 
the school directors of a district become vacant, the 
school directors appointed by the court in any such 
case shall meet and organize within ten days after 
their appointment 

When two <>r more school districts are consolidated, 
the school directors of such consolidated districts shall 
organize., on the first ::uonday of July following such 
consolidation, by electing a president and vice­
president, who shall hold their respective offices until 
the first :Monday of December following their election . 

.APPROVED-The 20th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

No. 370. 

AN ACT 

To provide for the care, training, anrl imaintcnnnce of certain 
children by the several counties; authorizing ~he county com­
missioners to establish and maintain separate 'or joint conn ty 
imlustrial homrs for such purposes; requiring poor authcrities 
to place children of certain agrs with families or in institu· 
tions; providing for the care and maintenance of certain childrP11 
in such homes at the expense of the parents; and prohibiting 
the receiving and dPtaining of children in almshouses and poor­
houses; and rnlioating similar acts heretofore performed by 
the commissicners of the several counties. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That it shall be law­
ful for the county commissioners orf any county, or fo1• 
the county oommissioners of two or more counties 
acting together, to establish and main1ain an in­
dustrial home for the care and training of children. 
Such institution or home shall be remote from any 
almshouse or poorhouse land entirely '.disconnected 
from the same, ar.d shall be under the management 
of the county commissioners. 

Section 2. It shall be unlawful for the overseers 
or guardians or directors of the poor, in the several 
counties, cities, boroughs, and townships of this 
Commonwealth, to receive into, or retain in, any alms­
house or poorhouse, an;v child between two and six­
teen years of age, for a longer period than sixty days, 
unless such child shall be an unteachable idiot, an 
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