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LLAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

to establish a public school system in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, together with the provisions
by which it shall be administered, and prescribing pen-
alties for the violaticn thereof; previding revenue to
establish and maintain the same, and the method of
collecting such revenue; and repealing all laws, general,
special, or local, or any parts thereof, that are or may
be inconsistent therewith, ’ ” reads as follows:—

“Section 1436. Such attendance officers shall be paid
such amounts and in such manner as the board of school
directors appointing them may decide, and they shall
at all times perform the duties c¢f their appointment
under the direction of the board of school directors ap-
pointing them: Provided, That in districts of the fourth
class, the compensation of any attendance officer shall
not exceed two dollars ($2.00) per day for each day ac-
tually engaged, and in districts of the first class the
compensation shall not be less than twelve hundred
dollars ($1,200) per annum. Every school district shall
report annually to the Superintendent of Public In-
struction, for publication in his report, upon the en-
forcement of the provisions for compulsory attendance
and the cost thereof, in such detail as said Superinten-
dent of Public Instructlon shall request,” i is hereby fur
ther amended to read as follows:—

Sectior: 1436. Such attendance officers may be em-
ployed for the full calendar year, and shall be paid such
amounts and in suci manner as the board of school
directors appointing them may decide, and they shall
at all times perform the duties of their appointment
under the direction of the board of school directors
appointing them: Provided, That in districts of the
first class the compensation shall not be less than
twelve hundred dollars ($1,200) per annum. Every
school district shall report to the Superintendent of
Public Instruction upon the enforcement of the pro-
visions for compulsory attendarce and the cost thereof,
in such detail as said Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion shall request.

ArprovED—The 24th day of May, A. D. 1921,
WM. C. SPROUL.
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No. 403.
AN ACT

Providing when, how, and to what extent, liens upon seated real
property shall be allowed for county, bridge, road, borough,
incorporated town, township, school district, and poor taxes; the

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That this act shall be
known and may be cited as the Municipal Tax Lien
Act.

The word “taxes,” as used in this act, means any
county, bridge, road, borough, township, school, or poor
taxes. ‘

The words “tax claims” or “liens,” as used:in this
act, means the claim filed to recover taxes.

The word “municipalities,” as used in this act,
neans any covnty, borough, incorporated town, town-
ship, school district, and poor district.

The word “claimant,” as used in this act, means
the plaintiff in whose favor the tax claim is filed as
a-lien, : :

The word “owner,” as used in this act, means the
person or persons in whose name thé property is regis-
tered, if registered according to law; and, in all other
cases, means any person or persons in open, peaceable,
and notorious possession of the property ‘as apparent
owner or owners ‘thereof, if any, or the reputed owner
or owners thereof, . in. the neighborhood of such
.property. - o o
» The. word. “property;” as used™in 'this -act, meang
seated real ‘property subject to theé lien, and against
which the tlaini is filed as g lien, . o

Section 2. All taxes which may hereafter be law-
fully imposed or assessed on any property in municipal-
ities of this Commonwealth, in the manner and to the
extent hereinafter set forth, shall be, and they are
hereby declared to be, a‘first lien on said property,
together with all charges, expenses, and fees added
thereto for failure to ‘pay promptly; and such liens
shall have priority to, and be fully paid and satisfied
out of the proceeds of any judicial sale of said
property before, any other obligation, judgment, claim,
lien, or estate, with which the said property may be-
come charged or for which it may become liable, save
and except only the costs of the sale and of the writ
“upon which- it is made.

. " Section 3. The lien for taxes shall exist in favor of,

.and the eclaim: therefor may be. filed against the

- -property taxed by, the several municipalities to which
" the tax ig payable, ' : S o
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

All real property, by whomsoever owned and fotr
whatsoever purpose used, shall be subject to all taxes
and tax claims herein provided for, except that all
property owned by the State, county, city, or other
municipal divisions, and actual places of religious
worship, places of burial not used for or held for
private or corporate profit, and institutions of purely
public charity, shall not be subject to tax or tax claims.

Section 4. Claims for taxes must be filed in the
court of common pleas of the county in which the
property is situated on or before the last day of the
third calendar year after that in which the taxes are
first payable. A number of years taxes, if payable to
the same plaintiff, may be included in one claim.

Such tax claim, if filed wi‘hin the period aforesaid,

_shall remain a lien upon said properties until fully

paid and satisfied: Provided, however, That either
a suggestion of nonpayment and an averment of de-
fault, in the form hereinafter provided, be filed in such

cases either before or after judgment on the scire facias,

or else a writ of scire facias, in the form herein provid-
ed, be issued to revive the same within each period
of five years following: (a) the date on which said
claim was filed; (b) the date on which a writ of scire
facias was issued thereon; (c) the date on which any

- judgment was entered thereon; (d) the date on which

Form.

a previous suggestion of nonpayment and default was
filed thereon; or (e) the date on which a judgment of
revival was obtained thereon.

The suggestion and averment shall be in the follow-

" ing form, under the caption of the claim:

Signatures.

Indexing.

Fee.

ANd NOW «ovvvvvnavocnnns ,the claimant, by ......
........ his solicitor, suggests of record that the above
claim is still due and owing to the claimant, and avers
that the owner is still in default for nonpayment
thereof. The prothonotary is hereby directed to enter
this suggestion and averment of the claim on the
municipal lien or the proper docket, also to index it:
upon the judgment index and on the locality index:
of the court, for the purpose of continuing the liem
of the claim. .

Such suggestion and averment must be signed by
the solicitor or proper authorities by whom the tax:
was levied. The prothonotary shall docket and index:
the suggestion and averment as directed therein, and
for such services shall be entitled to such fee as provid-.
ed for by the various prothonotaries’ fee bills, to be.
taxed and collected as other costs in the claim. The.
filing and indexing of such suggestion and averment
within five years of filing the claim, or the issuing of
amy writ of stiré factas thereon or of any judgment;
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thereon, or of the filing of any prior suggestion and
averment of default, shall have the same force and
effect, for the purposes of continuing and preserving
the lien of the claim, as though a writ of scire facias
had been issued or a judgment or judgment of revival
had been obtained within such period: Provided, That
no writ of levari facias shall be issued upon a claim
for the purpose of exposing the property liened to
sheriff’s sale, except after a judgment shall have been
duly obtained upon the claim as provided in this
section, and such judgment must have been obtained
within five years of the issuance of the levari facias.
Whenever the lien of a claim has been revived and
continued by the filing and indexing of a suggestion
and averment of default, the claimant may, at any
time within five years therefrom, issue a writ of scire
facias thereon, reciting all suggestions and averment
of default filed since the filing of the claim, and shall
proceed thereon in the manner herein provided, subject
to the right of the owner to raise any defence arising
since the last judgment.

If a claim be not filed within the time aforesaid,
or if it be not prosecuted in the manner and at the
time aforesaid, it shall be wholly lost.

Section 5. Said claim shall set forth:

(a) The name of the municipality by which filed.

(b) The name of the owner, and a description of the
property against which it is filed.

(c) The authority under or by virtue of which the
tax was levied, as well as the time for which the tax
was levied.

(d) Said claim must be signed by the solicitor or
proper authority by whom the tax was levied.

Section 6. The property described in tax claims shall
include the whole property against which the tax is
levied. No tax claim shall be invalid by reason of in-
cluding therein property to a greater depth than as
above provided, but the court in which the same is filed
may, at any time prior to judgment thereon but not
afterwards, upon it appearing that such claim includes
property to a greater depth than is hereby made subject
to such claim, limit the lien thereof to the proper depth.
In all cases where a tax is levied on or filed against
Separate and distinct properties in one amount covering
‘all, the proper public authority shall, if tendered with
all costs, if any, accept payment of the portion of the
whole amount of said tax chargeable upon each or any
of the separate and distinet properties so charged to-
gether, according to the tax rate and assessed valuation
thereof, and payment and satisfaction of any one por-
tfon may be made without prejudice to the claim
against the remainder. .
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Section 7. Any person having an interest in the prop-
erty, whensoever acquired, may, after ten days prior
notice in writing, by leave of court, intervene as a
party defendant and make defence thereto with the
same effect as if he had been originally named as a
defendant in the claim filed. And the claimant may,
by writing filed at his costs, strike off the name of any
defendant therein, and may substitute as a defendant,
and issue a scire facias against, any person who may
have any interest therein as owner, or who is the
personal representative of an owner who has died
either before or after filing the claim, but such substitu-
tion shall always be without prejudice to any inter-
vening rights.

Section S. In all cases where a tax claim is levied
on, or filed against, separate and distinet properties as
one estate, it shall and may be lawful for the proper
public authority, either before or after filing a claim
therefor, to apportion the same ratably upon the
separate and distinct properties so assessed together.
And the court in which the claim is filed, on proof
that the properties were separate and distinct at the
time the tax was levied, shall, at any stage of the
proceedings, apportion the charge against such proper-
ties. When apportioned, they shall be treated and
considered in all respects as if separate and distinet
claims had been filed; and payment and satisfaction
of any one portion may be made without prejudice to

~ the claim as against the rest.

Section 9. The claim shall be sued by writ of scire
facias, and the form thereof shall be substantially as
follows: .

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to (names of the
parties defendant), Greeting:

Whereas, The (give name of the municipality), on

£117- ISP N day of ...oiiviiiieiienn , Anno
Domini 1...., filed its claim in our court of common
pleas of ...t County, at No. ........
................ Term, 1......, M. L. D., for the sum
of $.......... , with interest from the ..............
day of ...... ..o , 1....,for (give the tax claim

as filed), against the following property, situate in
(give location and brief description of the property),
owned cr reputed to be owned by you;

And whereas, We have been given to understand
that said claim is still due and unpaid, and remains
a lien against the said property:

Now, you are hereby notified to file your affidavit
of defence to said claim, if defence you have thereto,
in the office of the prothonotary of our said court,
within fifteen days after the service of thig writ upon
you. If no affidavit of defence be filed within said
time, judgment may be entered against you for the
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whole claim, and the property described in the claim
be sold to recover the amount thereof.

Witness the Honorable................ , President
Judge of our said court, this................ day of
.............. , Anno Domini 1.....

(8eal) L , Prothonotary.

The claimant, when he files his praecipe for the writ
of scire facias, may direct the prothonotary to add and
insert the names of any persons whom the claimant
may know to have an interest in the premises, and the
scire facias shall be issued containing such additional
names. But the parties to the claim may agree upon
an amicable scire facias, upon such terms as may be
agreed upon, with the same effect as if a scire facias,
in the form aforesaid, had been duly issued, served,
and returned; or the defendants, or any of them, may
waive the issue of a scire facias, and appear with like
effect as if the scire facias had been issued and served.

Section 10. The sheriff to whom the scire facias is
given for service shall add to the writ, as parties de-
fendant, all persons, other than those named therein,
who may be found in possession of the property de-
scribed or any part thereof; and, in case no one is in
possession, he shall post a true copy of the writ on
the most public part of said property; and he shall
add to the said writ the names of any persons, not
already named therein, whom he may ascertain to have
an interest in the property described or any part there-
of ; which writ shall then be further served as follows:

(a) By serving, as in the case of a summons, such
of those named in the writ or added thereto as may
be found in the county in which the writ issued; and

(b) Where the sheriff has information that those
named in the writ or added thereto, or any of them,
may be found in any other county of this Common-
wealth, the said persons shall be served, as in case of
a summons, by the sheriff of the county in which the

 said defendants or any of them may reside, he being
deputized for that purpose by the sheriff of the county
in which the writ issues; and

(¢) In case any of those named in the writ or
added thereto cannot be found, or their residences
within this Commonwealth are unknown, or in case
they reside without the Commonwealth, the said writ
may be served by advertising a copy thereof or a brief
notice of the contents of the same, once a week for
three successive weeks, in one newspaper of general
circulation in the county and in the legal periodical,
if any, designated by the court for that purpose:
Provided, however, That any defendant may accept
service of said writ, in person or by counsel, with the
same effect as if duly served therewith by the sheriff.
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Where the said writ or the brief notice of the con-
tents thereof have been advertised as aforesaid, the
same shall have the same effect as if the writ had
been personally served; and all those named therein
as to whom publication has been made shall file their
affidavit of defence, as required by the said writ, with-
in fifteen days after the date of the last weekly ad-
vertisement of the said writ. Service of any such
writ may be made at any time within three months
from the date on which it was issued, but it shall be
served and returned at the earliest date possible, and
the plaintiff may require its return at any time,
whether or not it be actually served.

Section 11. If no affidavit of defence be filed with-
in the time designated, judgment may be entered and
damages assessed by the prothonotary by default for
want thereof. Such assessment shall include a five
per centum fee for collection to plaintiff’s attorney,
not exceeding, however, twenty dollars. If an affidavit
of defence be filed, a rule may be taken for judgment
for want of a sufficient affidavit of ‘defence, or for
so much of the claim as is insufficiently denied, with
leave to proceed for the residue. The defendant may,
by rule, require the plaintiff to reply, under oath or
affirmation, to the statements set forth in the affidavit
of defence; and, after the replication has been filed,
may move for judgment on the whole record.

Section 12. Tax claims shall be prima facie evidence
of the facts averred therein in all cases; and the aver-
ments in such claims shall be conclusive evidence of
the facts averred therein, except in the particulars
in which those averments shall be specifically denied
by the affidavit of defence or amendment thereof duly
allowed. A compulsory nonsuit upon trial shall be
equivalent to a verdict for defendant, whether the
plaintiff appeared or not. If plaintiff recovers a verdict
upon trial in excess of the amount adimnitted by the
defendant in his affidavit of defence or pleadings, he
shall be entitled to an attorney’s fee for collection:
equal to five per centum of such excess, but not ex-
ceeding fifty dollars.

Section 13. The judgment upon such claim may be
revived by writ of scire facias in the following form:
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to C. D. and

E. F.,, Greeting:

Whereas, A. B., claimant, on the.............. day
1) PR , Anno Domini 1...., recovered judg-
ment in the sum of ......ccoeveieiierains dollars

against you, that the following described property
be sold to satisfy the same:

(Here describe property in full.)

And whereas, We have been given to understand
that though judgment, as aforesaid, was rendered,
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. Yyet the amount thereof is still due and unpaid, and
remains as a lien against said property; Now, you
are hereby notified to file your affidavit of defence
to A. B’s claim upon said judgment, if any defence
you have, in the office of the prothonotary of said court,
within fifteen days after service of this writ upon
you. If no affidavit of defence be filed within that
time, said judgment may be revived against you for
the amount set forth, with interest from the time of
its recovery, and said property be sold to recover the
whole thereof.

Witness the Honorable .................... , Presi-
dent Judge of our said court, this.............. day
of .......... .. , Anno Domini 1.....

(Seal) e , Prothonotary.

But the parties to the judgment may agree upon
an amicable scire facias to revive, or to an amicable
judgment of revival, upon such terms as may be agreed
upon, with the same effect as if a scire facias in the
form aforesaid had been duly issued, served, and re-
turned.

Section 14. Said writ of scire facias shall be served,
and the proceedings thereon shall be conducted, as to
persons who are found by the sheriff, in the manner
hereinbefore provided for the original scire facias sur
claim, but, in any and all events, two returns of nihil
habet to the writs to revive shall be equivalent to per-
sonal service upon the defendants. The practice and
procedure following said scire facias to revive, so far
as applicable, shall be the same as in the case of the
original scire facias to collect the claim.

Section 15. All judgments for the plaintiff, whether
on the original scire facias or any scire facias to
revive, shall be dg terris only, and shall be recovered
out of the property bound by the lien and not other-
wise; but the costs, whether as against the plaintiff
or the defendant actually defending against the claim,
may be recovered by execution as in personal actions.

Section 16. After the expiration of twenty days from
the recovery of judgment, whether on the original scire
facias or any scire facias to revive, except in cases
where the property named is essential to the business of
a quasi public corporation, the court shall, upon the
petition of the plaintiff, appoint a sequestrator of the
rents, issues, and profits of the property bound by the
judgment, unless, in the meantime, an appeal be
taken and approved security given to operate as a
supersedeas. If the owner against whom the judgment
is entered be in possession of the property sequestered,
or the party in possession refuse to pay a fair rent,
the court shall, upon petition filed and served, grant
a rule, and, if it be made absolute, award a writ, in the
nature of a writ of habere facias possessionem, directed
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

to the owner, comnmanding him to deliver such posses-
sion to the sequestrator within fifteen days thereafter,
unless such property be occupied by the owner and his
family for a home, in which case he shall be entitled
to retain possession for a period of three months from
the time the petition was served upon him.

Section 17. Every claim filed, scire facias issued,
verdict recovered, and judgment entered, in accordance
with the provisions of this act, shall be docketed in
appropriate dockets, and, except as hereinafter provid-
ed, shall be entered upon the judgment index of the
court. When a claim is stricken off or satisfied, the
name of a defendant stricken out, a scire facias dis-
continued or quashed, or a verdict or judgment stricken
off or satisfied, a note thereof shall be made on such
docket or dockets: Provided, however, That in
counties in which the filing of liens for county taxes
was authorized by law prior to the passage of this
act, the method of filing, entering, docketing, and index-
ing liens for county, road, poor, and other taxes as-
sessed in such counties, shall remain and be continued
thereafter in the same manner and form as in use

-prior to the passage of this act.

Section 18. It shall be the duty of the prothonotaries
of the courts of common pleas to keep a locality index,
in which shall be entered all tax claims hereafter filed,
and, upon any written order therefor, they shall give a
certificate of search, showing all the claims filed against
any property. For so doing they shall receive the sum
as provided by the various prothonotaries’ fee bills.

Section 19. At any time before the property is sold,
approved security may be entered for a stay of pro-
ceedings until the expiration of one year after the date
of filing the claim. The entry of such security by the
owner, before the entry of judgment on the claim, shall
be equivalent to an admission by him that the property
is liable for the claim. After the stay has expired, the
claimant may proceed upon the claim and the bond
given, separately or simultaneously.

Section 20. Execution upon any judgment recovered
upon any such claim, except where the property named
is essential to the business of a quasi public corpora-
tion, shall be by writ of levari facias, in the following
form:

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to the Sheriff of

.............. County, Greeting:

Whereas, A. B., claimant, on the .............. day
70 S , Anno Domini 1...., recovered
judgment in thesum of .........ohiiniihnnt dollars,
with interest from the .................. day of....

Anno Domini 1...., and the costs
amounting to ..............e dollars, in our court
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of common pleas of said county of ......... , term
.............. , number ......, M. L. D. against C. D.
and E. F., that the following described. property in
your ba111w1ck be sold to satisfy the same, namely

(Here describe the property in full.)

Now, this is to command you that you expose the
said property to sale, by public vendue and outcry,
after due advertisement according to law; and that
return of said sale, with the moneys realized thereby
and this writ, you make to our said court on the

.................. day of .................., Anno
Domini 1.....

Witness the Honorable ...... PP , President
Judge of our said court, this ................. day of

.............. , Anno Domini 1.....

Adyvertisement of such sale shall be made, and the
deed to the purchaser shall be executed, acknowledged,
and delivered, as in other real estate sales by the
sheriff.

Section 21. The plaintiff in any judgment recovered
on a tax claim may, upon paying the sheriff’s costs,
fix an upset price to be realized at any sale under such
judgment, sufficient to pay all tax claims and all ac-
crued but unfiled tax claims in full. No sale shall
be made on a judgment recovered on a tax claim ex-
cept for a sum sufficient to pay all tax claims in full,
except as hereinafter provided, and the plaintiff in such

judgment may purchase the property at such sale for

that sum, if no one bids a higher price therefor.

Section 22. Where judgment is recovered upon any
claim, the property named in which is essential to the
business of a quasi public corporation, the claimant
shall have executicn thereupon as in other cases of
judgments against such corporations. Upon the
distribution of any fund realized by a sale of the
franchises and the whole or any part of the assets of
the corporation, the court shall determine the actual
value of the property bound by the lien, and the claim
shall be preferred, with such other claims, to the extent
of the value thus determined.

Section 23. The lien of a tax claim shall not be
divested by any judicial sale of the property liened
where the amount due is indefinite or undetermined or
where the same is not due and payable; nor shall the
lien of a tax claim be divested by any judicial sale
of the property liened as respects so much thereof as
the proceeds of such sale may be insufficient to dis-
charge; nor, except as hereinafter provided, shall a
judicial sale of the property liened, under a judgment
obtained on a tax claim, dlscharge the lien of any
other tax claim than that upon which said sale is had,
except to the extent that the proceeds realized are
sufficient for its payment after paying the costs and
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

expenses of the sale and of the writ upon which it
was made and any other prior tax claims to which the
fund may first be applicable. On any such sale being
made, all tax claims shall be paid out of the proceeds
thereof first, the oldest tax having priority; and
mortgages, ground-rents, and other charges on, or
estates in, the vroperty, which were recorded, or cre-
ated where recording is not required, before any tax
other than for the current year accrue, shall not be
disturbed by such sale, unless a prior lien is also dis-
charged thereby. In case the property be not sold for a
sum sufficient to pay all tax claims, together with the
costs thereon, the plaintiff in any such claim may post-
pone the sale without payment of costs, and file his
petition, setting forth that more than one year has
elapsed since the filing of his claim, that he has exposed
the property to sheriff’s sale thereunder, and was un- .
able to obtain a bid sufficient to pay the upset price in
full, and that he will bid sufficient to pay the upset
price; and, upon the production of searches or a title
insurance policy, showing the state of the record and -
the ownership of the property, and of all tax claims,

" mortgages, ground-rents, or other charges on, or

Rule,

estates in, the land, the court shall grant a rule upon
all parties thus shown to be interested to appear and
show cause why a decree should not be made that said

* property be sold freed and cleared of their respective
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claims, mortgages, charges, and estates. If, upon a
hearing thereafter, the court is satisfied that service
has been made of said rule upon the parties respondent,
in the manner provided in this act for the service of
writs of scire facias to obtain judgments upon tax
claims, and that the facts stated in the petition be
true, it shall order and decree that said property be
sold at a subsequent sheriff’s sale, day to be fixed by
the court, without further advertisement, clear of all
claims, liens, mortgages, charges, and estates, to the
highest bidder at such sale, and the proceeds realized
therefrom shall be distributed in accordance with the
priority of such claims; and the purchaser at such sale
shall take and forever thereafter have an absolute
title to the property sold, free and discharged of all
tax claims, liens, mortgages, charges, and estates of
whatsoever kind, subject only to the right of redemp-
tion as provided by law.

Any person interested may, at any time before the
sale, pay the petitioner the whole of his claim, with
interest and costs, whereupon the proceedings on pe-
tition shall at once determine.

For the purpose of enabling the petitioner in any
such proceeding to give the notice required, he may take
the testimony of the defendant in the claim or any other
person whom he may have reason to believe has know)-
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edge of the whereabouts of any of the parties respond-
ent, either by deposition, commission, or letters roga-
tory. .

Any municipality, being a claimant, shall have the
right, and is hereby empowered, to bid and become
the purchaser of the property at such sale: and, while
the said property so purchased is held and owned by
such municipality, it shall not be subject to tax claims,
unless it be redeemed by the former owner or other
person having the right to redeem as provided by the
act to which this is an amendment. If, however, a
municipality shall become the purchaser at said sale,
the former owner or other person desiring to redeem
shall pay all tax claims acerued and chargeable against
the property prior to the sale thereof, together with the
costs and interest thereon, also all tax claims whether
filed or not, which would have accrued and become
chargeable against the property had the same been
purchased at the sale by some party other than the
municipality.

Upon the delivery by the sheriff of a deed for any
property sold under a tax claim, the judgment upon
which such sale was had shall thereupon and forever
thereafter. be final and conclusive as to all matters
of defence which could have been raised in the proceed-
ing, including payment, and no error or irregularity
in obtaining or entering of such judgment shall affect
the validity thereof.

Section 24. The owner of any property sold under
a tax claim, or his assignees, or any party whose lien
or estate has been discharged thereby, may redeem
the same, at any time within one year from the date
of the acknowledgment of the sheriff’s deed therefor,
upen payment of the amount bid at such sale, the
cost of drawing, acknowledging, and recording the
sherif’s deed, the amount of all tax claims, whether
or not entered as liens, if actually paid, the principal
and interest of estates and encumbrances not dis-
charged by the sale and actually paid, the insurance
upon the property, and other charges and necessary
expenses on the property actually paid, less rents or
other income therefrom, and a sum equal to interest
at the rate of ten per centum per annum thereon from
the time of each of such payments. If both owner and
creditor desire to redeem, the owner shall have the
right so to do only in case he pays the creditor’s claim
in full. If more than one creditor desires to redeem,
the one who was lowest in lien at the time of sale
shall have the prior right, upon payment in full of the
claim of the one higher in lien. Within the year, one
who was lower in lien may redeem from one higher
in lien who has already redeemed, and the owner may
redeem from him; and so on throughout, in each case
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by paying the claims of the one whose right was
higher; and one higher in lien may redeem from one
lower in lien, unless his claim is paid; but, in each
case, the right must be exercised within the year.
Any person entitled to redeem may present his peti-
tion to the proper court, setting forth the facts and
his readiness to pay the redemption money, whereupon
the court shall grant a rule to show cause why the
purchaser should not reconvey to him the premises
sold ; and, if upon hearing the court shall be satisfied
of the facts, it shall make the rule absolute, and, upon
payment being made or tendered, shall enforce it by
attachment.

Section 25. Any claim, petition, answer, replication,
scire facias, affidavit of defence, or other paper filed
of record, may be amended, from time to time, by
agreement of the parties, or by leave of court upon
petition for that purpose, under oath or affirmation,
setting forth the amendment desired, that the aver-
ments therein contained are true in fact, and that by
mistake they were omitted from or wrongfully stated
in the particulars as to which the amendment is de-
sired. Such amendments shall be of right, saving
intervening rights, except that no amendment of the
claim shall be allowed, after the time for its filing has
expired, which undertakes to substitute an entirely
different property from that originally described in
the claim, but the description of the property may be
amended so as to be made more accurate, as in other
cases of amendment. The court may, for cause shown
and filed of record, enlarge the time for filing the
affidavit of defence, answer, or replication, for issuing
a scire facias, or for entering security, by rule or
special or standing order; and any judgment by de-
fault may be opened by the court, upon cause shown
by interveners or other defendants, as in other cases;
but no enlargement of the time for issuing a scire
facias shall extend the same beyond the time herein
provided for preserving or retaining the lien thereof.

Section 26. Any rule granted under the provisions
of this act may be made returnable at such time as the
court may direct either therein or by rule of court or
by special or standing order. All petitions, answers,
and replications shall be under oath or affirmation.
Answers must be filed and served within fifteen days
after service of the petition, and rules and replica-
tions must be filed within fifteen days after service of
the last of the answers. Replications must be confined
to a reply to new matter set forth in the answers.
The facts averred by either party and not denied in
the answer or replication of the other shall be taken
as true in all subsequent proceedings in the cause,

. without the necessity for proof thereof, unless amended
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Act of Jupe L The act, approved the first day of June, one thou-
1815 (P. L. 669). gand nine hundred fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, six hun-
dred and sixty), entitled “An act to amend an act,
- approved the twenty-first day of May, Anno Domini
one thousand nine hundred thirteen, entitled ‘An act
providing for the return of taxes on seated lands in
counties, poor districts, boroughs, incorporated towns,
and townships, for county, poor, borough, town, or
township taxes, respectively, and providing for the
sale of such lands for taxes,” so as to include school
districts.”
Act of Jme 4 Section 32. The act, approved the fourth day of June,
partially repealed. one thousand nine hundred and one (Pamphlet Laws,
three hundred and sixty-four), entitled “An act provid-
ing when, how, upon what property, and to what ex-
tent, liens shall be allowed for taxes and for municipal
improvements, and for the removal of nuisances; the
procedure upon claims filed therefor; the methods for
preserving such liens, and enforcing payment.of such
claims; the effect of judicial sales of the properties
liened, and the manner of distributing the proceeds
of such sales,” and the several amendments and supple-
ments thereto, so far as the same relate or apply to
: tax liens and tax claims are hereby repealed. All
Repeal. other acts and parts of acts, except as hereinbefore pro-
vided, inconsistent with this act be, and the same are
hereby, repealed.
The repeal by this act of any act of Assembly or
part thereof shall nct revive any act heretofore re-
pealed or suspended.

ApPrROVED—The 24th day of May, A. D. 1921.
WM. C. SPROUL.

Effect of repeals.

No. 404."
AN ACT

Authorizing and empowering the several counties of this Com-
monwealth to reimburse and pay highway contractors under
road construction contracts entered into between said counties
and such contractors, approved by the State Highway Depart-
ment prior to the order of the Interstate Commerce Commission
of the United States of America of the twenty-ninth day of
July, one thousand nine hundred and twenty, increasing rail-
road freight rates, the additional amount of freight charges
required to be paid by such contractors by reason of such in-
crease in rates.

Counties. Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the several coun-

ties of this Commonwealth shall have the power and
they are hereby authorized, by resolution of the county

e et commissioners or a majority of them, to reimburse and
contractors. pay to contractors, in addition to the contract price,

on account of the improvement of any highways, within
the respective limits of said counties, under contracts
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