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shall presenta petition, accompaniedwith the written
consentof a majority in numberand interest of prop-
erty ownersof the borough, askingfor suchannexation.

(b) In the caseof a township, or part thereof,when-
ever three-fifthsof the taxableinhabitantsof suchtown-
ship or part thereofshall presenta petition to the coun-
cil of said city, accompaniedwith the written consentof
a majority in numberand interestof property owners
of suchtownshipor part of a township,askingfor such
annexation.

(c) In caseof part of a township,when thereareno
taxable inhabitants residing therein, then whenever
three-fifths of the property owners in number and in-
terestof property situated thereinshall presenta peti-
tion to the council of said city asking for such
annexation.

In construingthis section, a majority in interestof
ownersof undivided interestsin any piece of property
shall be deemedand treatedas one personfor the pur-
pose of ascertainingthe numberof petitioners.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. Ac~
1

e~ctiveim-

APPRovxr—The1st day of April, A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 13

AN ACT

Amendingthe act of August9, 1955 (P. L. 323),entitled “An act
relating to countiesof the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh
andeighth classes;amending,revising, consolidatingandchang-
ing the laws relating thereto,” increasing the amount com-
missionersmay spend in contracts without advertising.

TheGeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1801, subsections(a), (b) and
the first paragraphof subsection(h) of section1802 and
sections1803 and 1804, act of August 9, 1955 (P. L.
323), known as “The County Code,” are amendedto
read:

Section 1801. CommissionersSole Contractorsfor
County.—Thecounty commissionersshall contract for
andpurchaseall servicesreferredto in sectionfive hun-
dredeight andpersonalpropertyfor county officers and
agencies. All contractsand purchasesnot in excessof
[seven hundredfifty dollars($750)] one thousanddol-

Section 1801,
subsections(a),
(b) and first
paragraph of
subsection (h),
section1802,and
sections1803 and
1804, act of
August 9, 1955,
P. L. 323,
amended.
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tars ($1000) shall be by note or memorandum,in writ-
ing, signedby the county commissioners,or their agent.
A copy of all such notes and memorandumsand all
written contractsshall be filed in the office of the con-
troller, if any, and, if not, then with the chief clerk of
the commissioners.The commissionersshall, where pos-
sible, anticipate the needsof the various officers and
agenciesof the county and endeavorto purchasein
wholesalequantities,where practicableand where sav-
ings could be achievedthereby. The commissionersmay
makecontractsandpurchasesfor all purposesexpressly
or impliedly authorizedby law.

Section 1802. Contract Procedures; Terms and
Bonds; Advertising for Bids.—(a) All contracts for
servicesandpersonalpropertywheretheamountthereof
exceedsthe sumof [sevenhundredfifty dollars ($750)]
one thousanddollars ($1000),shall be written andshall,
except as otherwisehereinafter specified, be made by
advertisingfor bids.

(b) Contractsor purchasesin excessof [sevenhun-
dred fifty dollars ($750)] one thousanddollars ($1000),
except those hereinaftermentioned,shall not be made
exceptwith andfrom thelowest responsiblebidder,after
due notice in onenewspaperof generalcirculation,pub-
lished or circulating in the county, at least threetimes
at intervalsof not less than threedayswheredaily news-
papersof generalcirculationare employedfor suchpub-
lication, or in caseweekly newspapersareemployedthen
the notice shall be publishedoncea week for two suc-
cessiveweeks. The first advertisementshallbe published
not less than ten days prior to the date fixed for the
opening of bids. The requirementsof this subsection
neednot be followed in casesof emergency,but in such
casesthe actualemergencyshall be declaredand stated
by resolution of the commissioners.

* * * * *

(h) The contractsor purchasesmadeby the commis-
sionersinvolving an expenditureof over [sevenhundred
fifty dollars ($750)] one thousanddollars ($1000) which
shall not requireadvertisingor bidding, as hereinbefore
provided,are as follows:

* * * * *

Section 1803. Evasionof Advertising Requirements.
—No commissioneror commissionersshall evadethe pro-
visions of sectionone thousandeighthundredtwo of this
act, as to advertisingfor bids by purchasingor contract-
ing for servicesand personalpropertiespiecemeal,for
the purposeof obtainingprices under [seven hundred
fifty dollars ($750)] one thousanddollars ($1000)upon
transactionswhich should in the exerciseof reasonable
discretionandprudencebe conductedas one transaction
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amounting to more than [sevenhundred fifty dollars
($750)] one thousanddollars ($1000). This provision
is intendedto makeunlawful the practiceof evadingad-
vertising requirementsby making a seriesof purchases
or contractseach for less than the advertisingrequire-
ment price, or by making several simultaneouspur-
chasesor contractseachbelow said price,when in either
casethe transactioninvolved shouldhavebeenmadeas
one transactionfor oneprice. Any countycommissioners
who so votein violation of this provisionandwho know
that the transactionupon which they so vote is or ought
to be a part of a larger transactionand that it is being
divided in order to evadethe requirementsas to adver-
tising for bids shall be, jointly and severally,subject to
surchargefor any loss sustained.Whereverit shall ap-
pear that a commissionermay have voted in violation
of this section,but the purchaseor contract on which
he so voted was not approvedby the board of county
commissioners,this section shall be inapplicable.

Section 1804. Contracts for One Hundred Dollars
($100) to [Seven HundredFifty Dollars ($750)] One
ThousandDollars ($1000); Written Bids; Destruction
of Files.—(a) In all casesof contractsand purchases,
other than the kinds mentionedin subsection(h) of sec-
tion one thousandeight hundredtwo of this act, from
one hundred dollars ($100) to [seven hundred fifty
dollars ($750)] one thousanddollars ($1000)inclusiveat
least two written bids shall be solicited therefor. The
specificationsupon which such bids are solicited shall
be uniform insofar as possibleto afford equal opportu-
nity for bidding. Cataloguesandcircularsof firm prices
shall be acceptableas bids upon the contractsor pur-
chaseshereinregulated. All suchbids shall beified with
the controller or the chief clerk where there is no
controller.

(b) The controller shall refuseto approve vouchers
for claims madeupon transactionsenteredinto in viola-
tion of this section,unless it shall be manifest to him
that suchbidscould not in thecircumstancesbe obtained
or that no lower pricewould havebeenobtainedby com-
pliancewith this section.

(c) Thefile copiesof notesand memorandumsin writ-
ing concerningcontractsor purchasesnot over [seven
hundred fifty dollars ($750)] one thousand dollars
($1000), including the bids thereon,may be destroyed
by the controller, or the chief clerk as the casemay be,
with the approvalof the commissionersby resolution,
after the said notes and memorandumsare six years
old and the contractshavebeen fully performed.

Appaovxn—The11th day of April, A. D. 1959.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE


