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No. 176

AN ACT

HB 1120

Providing for the destructionand reproductionof records, papersand docketsby the
prothonotaryin the City and County of Philadelphia,providing for the admissibility
of such reproductionsor certified copies thereof as evidencein any court or pro-
ceeding, and relieving the prothonotaryof liability for destruction of the records,
papersand dockets.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. In the City and County of Philadelphia,the prothonotary
of the courts of common pleas,and as clerk of the county court, may:

(1) Exceptas hereinprovided, destroyall papersand records in any

action at law or in equity, including any appeal to either of the said
courts, and in any kind of lien which has been marked of record,
settled, endedand discontinued,or discontinued,or dismissedor where

in such action the award,finding, verdict or judgment hasbeenmarked
satisfied of record; provided, however,such action has been so marked
of record for a period of at least ten years prior to such destruc-

tion.
(2’) Destroy, after reproducingsame, as herein provided, all papers

and recordsin any action of adoption,changeof name, divorce, annul-
ment of marriage, as well as in any proceeding for the appointment

of a guardianfor an incompetent,or for a charter of incorporationfor
a nonprofit corporationincluding amendmentstheretoand mergersand
dissolutionsthereof,and in anyproceedingaffecting title to real estate:
Provided, That such actions and proceedingshave been concluded at
least ten years prior to such destruction.

(3) Destroydocketsof every and all descriptionwhich have beenon

file for a period of fifteen years or more, after reproducing same as
hereinprovided.

Section 2. Such papers,recordsand docketsmay be reproducedby
any photostatic,photographic,microphotographic,microfilm, video tape,
magnetic tape or other mechanical processwhich produces a clear,
accurateandpermanentcopy, microcopyor reproductionof the original,

in accordancewith standardsnot less than thoseapprovedfor permanent
records by the National Bureauof Standards.

Section 3. Thephotostatic,photographic,microphotographicor micro-
filmed copy of any such paper, record Or docket destroyedas herein

authorized, or a certified copy thereof, shall be admissiblein evidence
in any court or proceeding,and shall have the same force and effect
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as though the original paper, record, or docket had been produced

and proved. It shall be the duty of the prothonotaryto prepareen-
larged, typed or photographic copies of such papers, records and
d’ockets whenever their production in court is required.

Section 4. The said prothonotary shall not be held liable on his
official bond or in the way of damagesfor loss, or in any othermanner,
civil or criminal, becauseof the destructionof papers,recordsor dockets
as hereinauthorized.

Section 5. The said prothonotary shall supervisethe reproduction
of such papers,records and docketsand formulate rules and regula-

tions in connectiontherewith.
Section 6. In order to provide insurancefor the more actively

used film copies against damage or loss through wear or disaster,

duplicate rolls of all microfilmed papers,records and docketsshall be
maintainedat such locations as shall be approvedby the prothonotary.

Section 7. The Departmentof Recordsof the City of Philadelphia

shall collect all papers,recordsand docketsauthorized to be destroyed
and destroythe sameexcept papers,recordsand docketswhich are of

historical value as may be determinedby the City Archivist. The Com-
missioner of Records shall retain custody of such historical papers,
records and dockets.

Section 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistentherewith are re-
pealed.

Section 9. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 10th day of August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 177

AN ACT

RB 1158

Amendingtheact of August 23, 1961 (P. L. 1068), entitled “An act to provide for the
creationandadministrationof an Anthracite andBituminous Coal Mine Subsidence
Fund within the Departmentof Mines and Mineral Industriesfor the insuranceof
compensationfor damagesto subscribersthereto; declaring false oaths by the sub-
scribersto be misdemeanors;providing penaltiesfor the violation thereof; and mak-
ing an appropriation,” further providing for administrative expenses;authorizing
the establishmentof ratesat anytime during the year;andpermitting longerpolicies.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:


