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Type of Vehicle

or Combination

Commercialmotorvehicleor truck

tractor, maximum gross weight

less than 11,000 pounds 14 80 43.5

Commercialmotorvehicleor truck

tractor, maximum gross weight

11,000 poundsor more; àom-ET
1 w
38 393 m
183 393 l
S
BT


bination in which maximum

grossweight of trailer or semi-ET
1 w
38 359 m
183 359 l
S
BT


trailer is not more than 3,000

pounds; combination in drive

-

away or towaway operation 14 40 43.5

Any other vehicle or combination 14 50 43.5

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof this section

,

shall, upon summary conviction before a magistrate,be sentencedto

pay a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and costsof prosecution,and

,

in default of the paymentthereof, shall undergo imprisonmentfor not

more than five (5) days.

APPR0vED—The24th day of January,A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 527

AN ACT

HB 1640

Amending the act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), entitled “An act consolidating and
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial Re-
sponsibility Act and other actsrelating to the ownership,possessionand useof ve-
hiclesand tractors,” further providing for the suspensionof operators’ licenses and
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learners’ permits, establishing a point system with respectto suspensionfor certain
violations, requiring attendanceat driver improvementschools or clinics in certain
cases, requiring the compilation of certain statistics by the Secretaryof Revenue,
requiring the establishmentof driver improvementschools and clinics, increasing
certain speed limits and providing penalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Clause (2) of subsection(b) of section 618, act of April
29, 1959 (P. L. 58), known as “The Vehicle Code,” is amendedto read:

Section 618. Suspensionof Licensesor OperatingPrivileges.—
* * *

(b) The secretary may suspend the operator’s license or learner’s
permit of any person, after a hearingbefore the secretaryor his repre-
sentative,~when~~1.the secretaryfinds upon sufficient evidence:

(2) That such personhas committed any violation of the laws of this
Commonwealthrelating to vehicles or tractors, except those violations

committed by personslicensed under the provisions of section 601 of

this act, as enumeratedin section 619.1 of this act, in which case sus-ET
1 w
51 343 m
383 343 l
S
BT


pensionsof operators’ licenses or learners’permits shall be as provided

in said section619.1.

* * *

Section2. The act is amendedby addingafter section619, threenew
sectionsto read:

Section 619.1. Point System for Driver Education, Testing and

Suspension.

—

(a) In addition to the powersanddutiesof revocationand suspension

conferred upon the secretaryunder sections616, 617, 618 and 619 of

this act, he shall administer a systemfor driver education, testing and

suspensionas hereinafterprovided

.

(b) The secretary shall maintain a record of convictions of every

person licensedunder the provisionsof section 601 of this act, and shall

enter therein recordsof all convictionsof such personsfor any violation

of the motor vehicle laws of this Commonwealth and shall assign to the

record of such person as of the date of conviction of the offense, a

numberof points for eachsuch conviction in accordancewith the follow-
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1002 (b) (1.1

)

1002 (b) (2

)

1002 (b) (3

)

1002 (b), (4), (5), (6),

(7’), (9), 1002 (c)

(and 15 days suspension)

21to29 6

(and 30 days suspension)

30 and over 6

(‘and 60 days suspension)

Driving to left center of highway 3

lug scheduleof convictions and points. The point systemshall apply to

the following violations

:

Section of Code Numberof Points

1001 (1) Recklessdriving 5

1002 (a) Driving too fast for conditions .. 5

1002 (b) (1) Exceedingspeedlimit of 10 miles

perhour in passingany interurban

or streetcartaking on or discharg-ET
1 w
156 457 m
313 457 l
S
BT


ing passengers,or at intersection

where safetyzonehas beenestab-ET
1 w
156 423 m
313 423 l
S
BT


lished, or where traffic is con-ET
1 w
156 407 m
313 407 l
S
BT


trolled by a peaceofficer or a traffic

signal 4

______________ Exceeding15 or 20 miles perhour

limit in residencedistrict 4

_______________ Exceedingspeed limit of 15 miles

per hour in school zone 5

_______________ Exceedingspeedlimit 20 miles per

hour within 200 feet of railway

gradecrossing 8

Speed Over Legal Limit

6tolO 3

lltolS 6

16to20 6

1004
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1005 Passingat intersectionor railroad

crossing 3

1006 Failure to drive on right half of

highway 3

1007 Improper overtaking 3

1008 (a), (c), (d), (e) Improper passing 3

1008 (b) Improperpassingon curve or crest

ofhill 6

1009 (a’) Failure to yield to overtaking

vehicle 3

1010 (‘a) Following too closely 5

1010 (b) Following too closely (Commercial

vehicles) 5

1011 (a), (b), (d) Improper turning 8

1012 Failure to give proper signals ... 3

1013 (a), (b), (c) Right of way (two vehicles at

intersectionsat sametime) 3

1014 (a), (b), (c’) Exceptions to right of way 3

1016 (a), (b) Driving through stop sign 5

1016.1 Failure to yield right of way .... 5

1018 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) Passing school bus—loading or

unloading 6

1020 (a) Stopping on highway 8

1026 Coasting(passengeror commercial

vehicle) 8

1028 (a) Driving through traffic light .... 5

1036 Moving violations on Pennsyl-

vania Turnpike other than speed 3

1113.1 Restrictedzonesfor certain Com-

mercial Vehicles 4

(c) In case of conviction of any personfor two (2) or more of the

offenses enumeratedin subsection(b) of this section committed on a
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single occasion,points may be assessedagainstsuch persononly for the

offense highest in points

.

(d) In the case of a conviction in anotherstate, the secretarymay

assignpoints when suchconviction, if committedin Pennsylvania,would

result in assignmentof points to suchperson’srecord

.

(e) When any person’srecord shows as many as three(3) points, the

secretaryshall sendto suchpersonat his last known addressa letter of

notice pointing out such fact and emphasizingthe nature and effects

of the point system. Failure of any personto receive such a letter of

notice shall not prevent suspensionof his operator’slicense or learner’s

permit pursuantto this section. In the case of an operator who is a

minor, the secretarymay senda similar letter of notice to the minor’s

parentor guardianfor his information

.

(f) When any person’s record for the first time shows as many as

six (6) points, the secretary shall require such person to undergo a

special examination as provided for in section 608 (g) of this act, or

require such person to attend an approveddriver improvement school

,

or require such person to attend a clinic, or any combination of the

foregoingand shall so notify the person in writing. When a driver has

successfullyattended and passedthe course at a driver improvement

school, his record shall be creditedwith one (1) point for such attend-ET
1 w
28 236 m
360 236 l
S
BT


ance. If any person fails to attend and satisfactorily completethe re-ET
1 w
28 219 m
359 219 l
S
BT


quirementsof such examination,school or clinic, an additional five (5

)

points shall be assignedto his record, and his operator’s license or

learner’spermit shall be suspendedas provided in subsection (k) of

this section

.

(g) When any person’srecord has been reducedbelow six (6) points

and for the secondtime shows as many as six (6) points, the secretary

shall require a specialexaminationas providedin section608 (g) of this

act, and may again require such person to attend an approved driver

improvement school and/or clinic and shall so notify such person in

writing. If such person fails to attend and satisfactorily completethe
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requirementsof the examination,or the approveddriver improvement

school or clinic an additional five (5) points shall be assigned to his

record and his operator’slicense or learner’spermit shall be suspended

as providedin subsection(k) of this section

.

(h) When any person’s record hasbeenreducedbelow six (6) points

and for the third or any additionaltime showsas manyas six (6) points

,

the secretaryor his representativeshall require such person to attend

an interview wherein the record of such personshall be reviewed, and

the secretaryshall take such actionas he shalldeemproper

.

(i) When any person’srecord shows an accumulationof eleven (11

)

points or more, the secretary shall suspend such person’soperator’s

license or learner’s permit

.

(j) Except as provided in subsection(m) of this section,points re-ET
1 w
62 371 m
383 371 l
S
BT


cordedagainstany personshall be removed from the date of last con-ET
1 w
51 353 m
383 353 l
S
BT


viction at the rate of two (2) for eachyearin which such personis not

convicted of any violation of the laws of the Commonwealthrelating

to vehiclesor tractors.

(k) ‘Wheneveran operator’s license or learner’spermit is suspended

pursuantto the provisionsof this section,unlessotherwiseprovided,the

first such suspensionshall be for a period of sixty (60) days; the second

such suspensionshall be for a period of ninety (90) days,and any sub-ET
1 w
52 233 m
383 233 l
S
BT


sequentsuspensionshall be for suchperiod of time as the secretarymay

,

in his discretion deem proper, such period to be not less than one

hundredtwenty (120) days nor morethanone (1) year

.

(1) Upon the suspensionof the operator’slicenseor learner’spermit

of any person as authorized by this section, the secretaryshall im-ET
1 w
52 147 m
384 147 l
S
BT


mediately notify such person, in writing, to surrenderhis operator’s

license or learner’s permit to the secretaryor his authorized repre-ET
1 w
52 113 m
384 113 l
S
BT


sentativefor the term of the suspension

.

(m) Upon the restorationof driving privileges of any personwhose

operator’s license or learner’s permit has been suspendedpursuantto

this act, such person’s record shall show five (5) points and from the
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date of restorationsuch points shall be removedfrom his record at the

rate of two (2) each year, as provided in subsection(j)

.

(n) The secretarymay, after a hearingbeforehim or his representa-ET
1 w
37 545 m
358 545 l
S
BT


tive, when it is indicated that suchpersonis at fault or partly at fault

in causing an accident, require such person to undergo a special ex-ET
1 w
25 511 m
357 511 l
S
BT


amination or attend an approved driver improvementschool or clinic

as provided in subsection(f) of this section

.

Section 619.2. Compilation of Statistics.—(a)It shall be the duty

of the secretaryto receive a copy of reports of all accidentsprepared

by investigatingpolice officers or by drivers involved and to makesuch

reports, or summariesthereof, available to the Secretaryof Highways

,

the Commissionerof PennsylvaniaStatePolice and otherofficial agencies

for analysisor guidancein accident prevention

.

(b) The secretaryshall compile and maintain in sufficient detail for

eachPennsylvaniaoperator,a recordof (1) violations of this act resulting

in convictions, (2) departmentalactions,(3) reportableaccidentsand (4

)

such other information as may be necessaryto permit

:

(1) Statistical analysesover five-year periods of the relationship be-ET
1 w
36 288 m
357 288 l
S
BT


tween non-accidenttraffic violations of operatorsand accident involve-ET
1 w
25 271 m
357 271 l
S
BT


ment. Theseanalysesshall include such factors as the type, location

,

and severity of violations, the type, location, and severity of the acci-ET
1 w
24 236 m
356 236 l
S
BT


dentsand the responsibility of the operatorsinvolved

.

(2) An annual statistical summary of motor vehicle traffic accidents

including multidimensional distributions for such factors as type, time

,

and location of accident, road and weather conditions, type of traffic

control, and condition and actionsof the operatorsand type and condi-ET
1 w
25 151 m
356 151 l
S
BT


tion of the vehicles.

,

(3) An evaluation of legal or departmentalactions as related to

driver improvementand accident reduction

.

(4) An estimateof the costs involved in legal or departmentalac-ET
1 w
35 80 m
355 80 l
S
BT


tions regarding specific violations

.

(c) It shall be the duty of the Secretaryof Revenue,the Secretary
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of Highways and the Commissionerof Pennsylvania State Police to

jointly establish a central accident analysis systemwhich will study

reported accidents,road conditions and traffic controls and which shall

be capableof providing

:

(1) An annual statistical summaryof motor vehicle accidentsinclud-ET
1 w
63 511 m
384 511 l
S
BT


ing multidimensional distribution for such factors as type, time and

location of accident,road and weatherconditions,type of traffic control

,

and condition and actions of operatorsand type and condition of the

vehicles.

(2) Identification of hazardousroad locations

.

(3) Information on which duty assignmentof the State Police may

be more effective in order to preventaccidents.

,

(4) Evaluation of speedregulationsor otherprovisionsof The Vehicle

Code to aid the General Assembly in determiningwhen changesare

desirable

.

(5) Any other statisticsor analysisdeemedhelpful in advancinghigh-ET
1 w
63 323 m
385 323 l
S
BT


way safety

.

(d) The secretarymay compile such other statistics for such pur-ET
1 w
63 289 m
384 289 l
S
BT


posesas he might deemhelpful in advancinghighway safety

.

Section 619.3. Establishment of Driver Improvement Schools

and Clinics.—It shall be the duty of the secretary to designateor

establishand maintain driver improvementschoolsand to determineor

approvethe instructionsgivenby such schools.The secretaryshall, in co-ET
1 w
52 203 m
385 203 l
S
BT


operation with the Commissionerof the Pennsylvania State Police

,

designateor establishand maintaindriver clinics and determineand ap-ET
1 w
52 169 m
385 169 l
S
BT


prove testsand proceduresof the clinics. The secretaryshall designate

or establishsuch schools and clinics at such locations throughout the

Commonwealthashe shall deemnecessaryin order that such school shall

be reasonablyaccessibleto personsrequired by him to attend such

schoolsor clinics.

Section 3. Clause (6) of subsection(b) and subsection(c) of section
1002 of the act are amendedto read:
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Section 1002. Restrictionsas to Speed.—
* * *

(b) Subject to the provisions of subsection(a) of this section, speeds
in excessof the maximum limits hereinafterprovided shall be unlawful:

* * *

(6) [Fifty (50)] Fifty-five (55) miles an hour speedlimit: all vehicles,

except those otherwiserestricted by this act to lower maximum speeds

and exceptas provided in clauses(7) and (9).
* * *

(c) Subject to the provisionsof subsections(a) and(b) of this section,
it shall be unlawful for the following kinds, types,andclassesof vehicles

to be operated at a greater speed than hereinafter provided, except
whensuchvehiclesarebeing operatedon highwaysunderthe supervision
and control of a turnpike commissionin which casesubject to speedre-
strictions by such turnpike commission as hereinbeforeprovided the
maximumspeedlimits shallbe [twenty (20)] fifteen (15) miles perhour

greater than hereinafterprovided.

Commercialmotor vehicles and truck tractorsR class, [fifty (50)]

fifty-five (55) miles per hour.

Motor busesandomnibuses,[fifty (50)] fifty-five (55) miles perhour,

exceptwhere a greaterspeedis authorizedunder this act for passenger

motor vehicles in which case the speed for R class commercial motor

vehicles,motor busesand omnibusesshall be the same. For the purpose

of indicating the establishedspeed limit, and the erection of signs in

connectiontherewith, as provided in this act, H classcommercialvehicles

shall be deemedpassengermotor vehicles.

All other commercialmotor vehiclesand truck tractors, all combina-
tions of commercialmotorvehiclesor truck tractorsand trailers or semi-

trailers, (fifty (50)] fifty-five (55) miles per hour on highways having

four (4) or morelanes, or [forty (40)) forty-five (45) miles perhour on

highwayshaving less than four (4) lanes.
The abovespeedlimits shall he subject to reduction by the Secretary

of Highways on the basis of highway engineeringstudies.Wheneverthe

Secretaryof Highways reducesthe speedlimit under subsection(c) of

this section on a particular sectionof a highway, the speedlimit shall

be indicatedby the erectionof official signs placedat the beginningand
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at the end of such highwayand at reasonableintervals,at the discretion

of the Secretaryof Highways.
* * *

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisions of this section,

shall, upon summary conviction before a magistrate, be sentencedto
pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and costsof prosecution,and, in de-
fault of paymentthereof,shall undergoimprisonmentfor not more than
five (5) days.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in six months.

APPR0vED—The24th day of January,A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 528

AN ACT

RB 1708

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), entitled “An act relating to the
public school system, including certain provisions applicableas well to private and
parochial schools; amending,revising, consolidating and changingthe laws relating
thereto,” changing limitations on driver educationexpensesof the Departmentof
Public Instruction, changing the basis for reimbursementby the Commonwealth
on accountof standardizeddriver training programs and extending provisions re-
lating to driver educationprogramsto joint school organizations,and to pupils
attending nonpublic high schools.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1519.1, a~tof March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), known
as the “Public School Code of 1949,” amendedMay 21, 1956 (P. L.

1653),is amendedto read:
Section 1519.1. StandardizedDriver-EducationProgram.—

(a) The Departmentof Public Instruction shall establish,for opera-
tion in the public school systemof the Commonwealth,a standardized

driver-education program in the safe operation of motor vehicles
available to all public high school pupils and all high school pupils at-

tending nonpublic high schools.


