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Section 1. Section 2, act of February27, 1847 (P. L. 172), en-
titled “An act requiringthe inspectorsof prisons,sheriffs,prothono-
taries and clerks of criminal courts and others, to make annual re-
turns to the secretaryof the commonwealth,andfor otherpurposes,”
is amendedto read:

Section 2. [That it] It shall be the duty of the prothonota.ry,or

clerk of each and every criminal court of this commonwealth,to
transmit to the [secretary] Departmentof Justice thereof, on or

before the first day of Februaryin each andevery year,a full state-
ment in detail of the criminal businessof saidcourt, of which he is
the prothonotaryor clerk, for the year ending on the thirty-first
day of the previousDecember,showing the numberof bills laid be-
fore the severalgrandjuries of saidcourt, thenumberof bills return-
ed “true bills,” and the number returnedignoramus;the numberof
presentmentsmadeby saidgrand juries; the numberof bills tried;
the numberof acquittalsand convictions;the numberof nolle pro-
sequiesentered; the nature of the offenceschargedin the bills or
presentments;the number and amount of recognizancesforfeited,
together with any other information [the said prothonotariesor
clerks, may deemuseful] which the Departmentof Justicemay re-ET
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quire.

Section 2. This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROvED—The31st day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 237

AN ACT

SB 1413

Amendingthe act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), entitled “An act consolidating
and revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor vehicle Finan-
cial Responsibility Act and other acts relating to the ownership, possession
and use of vehicles and tractors,” providing that operation of a motor
vehicle or tractor in this Commonwealthshall constitute implied consent
to chemical tests to determine intoxication, authorizing the suspensionof
operators’ licensesor permits of personsrefusing to submit to a chemical
test, changingthe percentageof alcohol in the blood which may or may
not give riseto presumptionsrelating to intoxication; providing for a chem-
ical analysisof blood in certain casesand authorizingblood and urine tests.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
hereby enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section624.1, act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), known
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as “The Vehicle Code,” addedJuly 28, 1961 (P. L. 918), is amended
to read:

Section 624.1. Intoxication ChemicalTests,etc.—
(a) Any personwho operatesa motor vehicle or tractor in this

Commonwealth,[may be given] shall be deemedto havegiven his

consentto achemicaltestof his breath,for the purposeof determin-

ing the alcoholic content of his blood: Provided, That [he gives
specific consentthereto and] the test is administeredby qualified
personneland with equipmentapprovedby the secretaryat the di-
rection of a police officer having reasonablegrounds to believe the
personto havebeendriving while underthe influenceof intoxicating
liquor. Qualified personnelmeans a physician or a police officer
who hasreceivedtraining in the use of such equipmentin a train-
ing program approvedby the secretary. If any person is placed

under arrest and chargedwith the operation of a motor vehicle

or tractor while under the influence of intoxicating liquor and is

thereafterrequestedto submit to a chemical test and refusesto do

so, the test shall not be given but the secretarymay suspendhis li-ET
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censeor permit to operateamotor vehicle or tractor with or without

a hearing. Any person whose license or permit to operatea motor

vehicle or tractor is suspendedunderthe provisionsof this act shall

havethe sameright of appealas provided for in casesof suspension

for other reasons.

(b) In any summaryproceedingor criminal proceedingin which
the defendantis chargedwith driving a motor vehicle or tractor
while underthe influenceof intoxicatingliquor, the amountof alcohol
in the defendant’sblood, as shown by a chemical analysis of his
breath, his blood, or his urine, which analysiswas conductedwith

equipmentapprovedby the secretaryand operatedby qualified per-
sonnel, shall be admissiblein evidence.

(c) If chemical analysis of a person’s breath, blood or urine

shows—
(1) That the amountof alcohol by weight in the blood of the per-

son tested is five one-hundreds(0.05) percent or less, it shall be
presumedthat the person tested was not under the influence of
intoxicating liquor.

(2) That the amountof alcohol by weight in the blood of the per-
son testedis in excessof five one-hundredths(0.05) percentbut less
than [fifteen one-hundredths(0.15)] ten one-hundredths(0.10) per-

cent, this fact shall not give rise to any presumptionthat the person
tested was or was not under the influence of intoxicating liquor,
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but this fact may be consideredwith other competentevidence in
determiningthe guilt or innocenceof the persontested.

(3) That the amount of alcohol by weight in the blood of the
persontestedis [fifteen one-hundredths(0.15)] ten one-hundredths

(0.10) percentor more, it shall be presumedthat the defendantwas

under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
(d) The foregoingprovisionsof this sectionshall not be construed

as limiting the introductionof any othercompetentevidencebearing
upon the question whether or not the defendantwas under the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquor.

(e) Upon the requestof the person tested, the results of any
chemical test shall bs madeavailable to him or to his attorney.

(f) If for any reason a person is physically unable to supply

enoughbreathto completeachemicaltestaphysicianor a technician

acting under his direction may withdraw blood for the purposeof

determining the alcoholic content therein. Consentis herebygiven

by such persons. The chemical analysis of the blood taken under

thesecircumstancesshall be admissible in evidence.

(g) The person tested shall be permitted to havea physician of

his own choosingthenand thereadministerabreathor blood chem-

ical test in addition, and the resultsof such tests shall also be ad-
missible in evidence.

(h) The refusalto submit to a chemicaltest may be admittedinto

evidence as a factor to be consideredin determining innocenceor

guilt

,

(i) The coronersof each county in this Commonwealthshall take

blood and/orurinesamplesfrom the bodiesof drivers andpedestrians

oversixteen (16) yearsof agewho die within four (4) hoursfollow-ET
1 w
61 175 m
396 175 l
S
BT


ing an automobileaccident, and transmit these samplesto the De-ET
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partment of Health as soon as possible

.

(j) The secretaryshall establishandpromulgaterulesandregula-ET
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tions for the testing of the blood and urine samplesauthorizedto

be taken from deadbodies under this section.

APPROVED—The31st day of July, A. D., 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.


