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AmendingTitle 18 (Crimes andOffenses)of the ConsolidatedPennsylvania
Statutes,providingfor changesin theburdenof proofandthe valuationof
the items involved in the theft.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Subsections(b) and(c) of section3903of Title 18, act of
November25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Consolidated
PennsylvaniaStatutes,addedDecember6, 1972(P.L.1482,No.334),are
amendedto read:
§ 3903. Gradingof theft offenses.

(b) Othergrades.—Theftnot within subsection(a) of this section,
constitutesa misdemeanorof thefirst degree,exceptthat if theproperty
wasnot takenfrom the personor by threat, or in breachof fiduciary
obligation, and[the actorprovesby a preponderanceof the evidence
that]:

(1) the amountinvolved was[$50]fifty dollars ($50)or morebut
lessthan [$200] twohundreddollars ($200) the offenseconstitutesa
misdemeanorof the seconddegree;or

(2) theamountinvolvedwas lessthan[$50]f~ftydollars($50)the
offenseconstitutesa misdemeanorof the third degree.
(c) Valuation.—~Theamountinvolved in a theft shall bedeemedto

be the highestvalue,by any reasonablestandard,of the propertyor
serviceswhichtheactorstoleorattemptedtosteal.Amountsinvolvedin
theftscommittedpursuantto oneschemeorcourseof conduct,whether
from the same person or several persons, may be aggregatedin
determiningthe gradeof the offense.JTheamountinvolvedin a theft
shall beascertainedarfollows:

(1) Exceptas otherwisespecjfied in thissection,valuemeansthe
marketvalueofthepropertyat thetimeandplaceofthecrime,or if
suchcannotbesatisfactorilyascertained,thecostofreplacementof
thepropertywithin a reasonabletimeafter the crime.

(2) Whetheror not theyhavebeenissuedor delivered,certain
written instruments, not including those having a readily
ascertainablemarketvaluesuchassomepublic andcorporatebonds
and securities,shall beevaluatedasfollows:

(i) Thevalueofan instrumentconstitutinganevidenceofdebt,
such as a check, draft or promissorynote,shall be deemedthe
amountdueorcollectiblethereonorthereby,suchfigureordinarily
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being thefaceamountoftheindebtednesslessanyportion thereof
which hasbeensatisfied.

(ii) The valueofany other instrumentwhichcreates,releases,
dischargesor otherwiseaffectsanyvaluablelegalright,privilegeor
obligation shall be deemedthe greatestamountofeconomicloss
which the owner of the instrumentmight reasonablysuffer by
vfrtueof the lossof the instrument.
(3) When the value of property cannot be satisfactorily

ascertainedpursuantto thestandardssetforth inparagraphs(1) and
(2) ofsubsection(c) its valueshall be deemedto bean amountless
than fifty dollars ($50). Amountsinvolved in thefts committed
pursuanttooneschemeorcourseofconduct,whetherfromthesame
personor severalpersons,may be aggregatedin determiningthe
gradeof the offense.
Section 2. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The17thday of June,A. D. 1974.
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