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Providingfor theobservanceof January15 ofeachyearas Martin LutherKing
Day.

WHEREAS,TheUnitedStatesof Americawasdeeplygrievedby the
viciousandsenselessact which endedthe life of the ReverendMartin
Luther King, Junior, this country’sapostleof nonviolence;and

WHEREAS,TheCommonwealthof Pennsylvania,andits Senators
andRepresentativesin the GeneralAssembly,recognizeandappreciate
the immensecontributionandsacrificeof thisdedicatedAmerican;and

WHEREAS,TheAmericanpeopleare determinedthat the life and
worksof this greatmanshallnotbeobscuredby violenceandanger,but
ratherthattheyshallremainashiningsymboloftheNation’snonviolent
strugglefor social progress;and

WHEREAS, It is incumbentupon us to recognizethat violence,
hatred,and national division do no honorto the manwho hasbeen
takenfrom us; and

WHEREAS, Mutualrespectandafirm commitmentto the idealsof
nonviolencefor which he laboredwill bethe mostlastingmemorialto
the life of the ReverendDoctor Martin Luther King, Junior;and

WHEREAS, It is fervently hoped that his death may serve to
reconcilethoseamonguswho haveharboredhatredandresentmentfor
their fellow Americans,to the end thatour countrymay at last realize
the ideal of equality set forth in our Constitution.

TheGeneralAssemblyoftheCommonwealthof Pennsylvania-hereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. In honorof the ReverendDoctor Martin Luther King,
Junior,who wasborn on January15, 1929,January15 of eachyearis
herebydesignatedas “Martin Luther King Day” and is set asideto
commemoratethebirthof MartinLutherKing,Junior.TheGovernoris
authorizedandrequestedtoissueaproclamationeachyearcalling-up-on
thepeopleof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniatocommemoratethe
life andtheservicetohiscountryanditscitizensof theReverend13t~cte~r
Martin LutherKing, Junior,andto observethat daywith appropriate
honors,ceremonies,andprayers.

Section2. Thisact shall takeeffect immediately.
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APPROVED—The30thday of December,A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingisa trueandcorrectcopyof Act of theGeneralAssembly
No. 338.

~.

Secretary of the Commonwealth.


