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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

(This JointResolutionNo. 2 was passedfor the first timeat the Legislative
Sessionof 1975 andapprovedby the electorateon November4, 1975.)

A JOINT RESOLUTION

HB 1762

Proposingan emergencyConstitutionalamendmentto theConstitutionof the
Commonwealthof PennsylvaniagrantingtheGeneralAssemblythepowerto
enact special laws to aid certain individuals, corporations,associations,
institutionsor nonpublicschoolsadverselyaffectedby conditionscausedby
certainstormsor floods.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. Many Pennsylvanianshavesuffered greatly from the
ravagesof greatstormsor floodsin the lastfew years.Thegreatstorms
or floods of 1974and1975 are additionalmajordisasterscausinglossof
life and greatdamage and destructionto propertyof individuals,
industrialandcommercialestablishmentsandpublic facilities.

It is imperativethat thevictims of thesedisastersimmediatelyreceive
thefullest possibleaid from boththepublic andprivatesectorsinorder
to cleanup andrebuild the affectedareasof the Commonwealthand
that persons in the Commonwealthbe eligible for the maximum
availableaid from the governmentof the United States.

The GeneralAssemblydesiresto alleviatesuchstormor economic
deprivationcausedby the floods but is limited in its efforts by rigid
restrictionsin theConstitutionof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvania.
The safety and welfare of the Commonwealth requires prompt
amendmenttotheConstitutionof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvania.

Thefollowingamendmentto theConstitutionof theCommonwealth
of Pennsylvaniais proposed in accordancewith the emergency
provisionscontainedin subsections(a) and(b) of sectionone of the
eleventharticle thereof:

That section seventeenof articleeight of the Constitutionof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniabe amendedto read:

Section17. SpecialEmergencyLegislation.—Notwithstandingany
provisionsof this Constitutionto thecontrary,the GeneralAssembly
shall havetheauthoritytoenactlawsprovidingfor tax rebates,credits,
exemptions, grants-in-aid, State supplementations,or otherwise
providespecialprovisionsfor individuals,éorporations,associationsor
nonprofit institutions,including nonpublicschools(whethersectarian
or nonsectarian)in orderto alleviatethe danger,damage,sufferingor
hardship faced by such individuals, corporations, associations,
institutionsor nonpublicschoolsas a result of Great[Stormor Flood]
Stormsor Floodsof September1971,[or] of June,1972or of1974,or of
1975.



SESSIONOF 1975 Jt. Res.No. 2 623

Section 2. This proposedamendmentshall be submittedby the
Secretaryof theCommonwealthtothe qualifiedelectorsof theStateat
the municipal election to be held on November 4, 1975, after the
advertisingrequirementsof subsection(a) of section one of article
elevenof theConstitutionof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahave
beensatisfied.




