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Amendingthe actof May 31, 1945 (P.L. 1198,No.418),entitled,asamended,“An
act providing for the conservationand improvement of land affected in
connection with surface mining; regulating such mining; and providing
penalties,”addinga definition of “cash,” providingfor theprotectionof water
supplies,grantingcertainappealrightsandprovidingfor therecoveryof certain
costs.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section3, act of May 31, 1945 (P.L. 1198,No.418),known
as the “SurfaceMining ConservationandReclamationAct,” is amended
by addinga definition to read:

Section3. Definitions.—Thefollowing words and phrases,unlessa
different meaning is plainly required by the context, shall havethe
following meanings:

“Cash” shall include, when usedin regard to bond requirements,
certificatesofdeposit.

Section2. Section4.2 of the actis amendedby addingsubsectionsto
read:

Section4.2. Healthand Safety.__* * *

(f) Anysurfaceminingoperatorwhoaffectsa public orprivatewater
supplybycontaminationordiminutionshallrestoreorrepluecikeaffeet~d
supplywith an alternatesourceof wateradequatein quantityandquality
for thepurposesservedby thesupply.If anyoperatorshall/all to comply
with thisprovision, thesecretarymayissuesuchorderstotheoperatoras
are necessaryto assurecompliance.

(g) Any operatoraggrievedby thesecretary’sorderissuedpursuant4e
subsection(f) shallhavetheright within thirty (30)daysofreceiptofsuch
order to appealto theEnvironmentalHearingBoard.Hearingsunderthis
subsectionandanysubsequentappealshall bein accordancewithsection
1921(a), act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as “The
AdministrativeCodeof 1929,” and the act of June4, 1945 (P.L.1388,
No.442), knownas the “AdministrativeAgencyLaw.”

(h) 1/thesecretaryfinds(i) thatimmediatereplacementofan affected
water supplyusedfor potableor domesticneedsis requiredto protect
health and safety,and (ii) that the operator hasappealedorfailed to
complywith anorderissuedpursuantto subsection(I), thesecretarymay,
in his discretion, restore or replacethe affectedwater supply with an
alternate source of water utilizing moneysfrom the surfacemining
conservationandreclamationfund. Thesecretaryshallrecoverthecostsof
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restoration or replacement,including costs incurred for design and
constructionoffacilities,fromtheresponsibleoperatoror operators.Any
suchcostsrecoveredshall bedepositedin thefund.

Section3. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROvED—The25thday of July, A. D. 1977.

MILTON J. SHAPP


