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AN ACT

SB 1118

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated

Statutes,redefiningmurderof the seconddegree.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 2502 of Title 18, act of November 25, 1970
(P.L.707,No.230),known as the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,is
amendedto read:
§ 2502. Murder.

(a) Murder of the first degree.—Acriminal homicide constitutes
murderof the first degreewhenit is committedby anintentionalkilling.

(b) Murder of the seconddegree.—A criminal homicideconstitutes
murderof the seconddegreewhen[the deathof thevictim occurrediit is
committedwhile defendantwasengagedasa principalor anaccomplicein
the perpetrationof a felony.

(c) Murder of the third degree.—Allotherkindsof murdershall be
murderof thethird degree.Murder’bfthethird degreeisafelonyofthefirst
degree.

(d) Definitions.—As used in this section the following words and
phrasesshall havethe meaningsgivento them in this subsection:

“Fireman.” Includes any employeeor memberof a municipal fire
departmentor volunteerfire company.

“Hijacking.” Any unlawful or unauthorizedseizure or exerciseof
control, by force or violenceor threatof force or violence.

“Intentional killing.” Killing by meansof poison,or by lying in wait, or
by any otherkind of willful, deliberateand premeditatedkilling.

“Perpetrationof a felony.” The act of the defendantin engagingin or
being anaccomplicein the commissionof, or an attemptto commit, or
flight aftercommitting,or attemptingto commitrobbery,rape,or deviate
sexual intercourse by force or threat of force, arson, burglary or
kidnapping.

“Principal.” A personwho is the actoror perpetratorof the crime.
Section2. Thisact shall takeeffectin 60 days.

ARPROVED—The28thday of April, A. D. 1978.


