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No. 1980-126

AN ACT

HB 2159

Amending the act of March 28, 1974 (P.L.228, No.50), entitled “An act
providing for the annual announcementof grants by the Pennsylvania
HigherEducationAssistanceAgency; authorizingthe continuingappropria-
tion of certain funds; and providing for the manner in which certain
appropriationsmay be revised,” further providing for coordination with
Federalfinancial aid programs.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. The title andsections1, 2 and 4, actof March28, 1974
(P.L.228, No.50), referred to as the Higher EducationAssistance
ContinuationLaw, areamendedto read:

AN ACT

Providingfor the annualannouncementof grantsby the Pennsylvania
Higher Education AssistanceAgency; authorizing the continuing
appropriationof certain funds; providing for coordination with
availableFederalprograms;and providing for the mannerin which
certainappropriationsmaybe revised.
Section 1. In order to encourageneedy studentsto make timely

appliàation for enrollment in postsecondaryeducational programs,
and coordinatethe Stateand Federalevaluationand announcementof
the student’s eligibility to receive financial aid, the Pennsylvania
Higher EducationAssistanceAgency annually,on the [firstj fifteenth
dayof [Mayl March, shall havethe authority to announcethe scholar-
ships and educationalassistancegrantsto be awardedby the agency
for the next succeedingacademicyear pursuantto the provisionsof
the act of January25, 1966 (P.L.1546, No.541), entitled “An act
providing scholarshipsand providing funds to secureFederalfunds
for qualified students of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniawho
needfinancial assistanceto attendpostsecondaryinstitutionsof higher
learning, making an appropriation,and providing for the administra-
tion of this act,” and the act of October 11, 1972 (P.L.909,No.216),
known as the “Veterans’ Education Act of 1971,” and the act of
October11, 1972 (P.L.899,No.213),entitled “An act providingschol-
arships for certaindependentsof membersof the armedserviceswho
while on active duty are taken as prisonersof war or are reported
missing in action and making an appropriation,”not to exceed.the
amountsappropriatedfor thecurrentfiscalyear.

Section2. In order to carry out the provisionsof section 1 of this
act, any appropriation effective during any fiscal year providing
moneysto the PennsylvaniaHigher EducationAssistanceAgency for
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scholarshipgrantsshall, if the GeneralAssembly doesnot provideby
law prior to [May 1] March 15 of the same fiscal year, to increase,
lower or terminatethe appropriation,be deemedto be reenactedfor
the ensuingfiscal year in. the sameamountand for the samepurpose
as provided in such appropriation: Provided, however, That the
reenactedappropriationshallnot be effectiveuntil the first dayof the
ensuingfiscal year.

Section 4. If the General Assembly at any time hereafter shall
enact legislationtQ reduceappropriationsfor scholarshipgrantsprior
to the [firsti fifteenth day of IMayl March such enactmentshall be
applicable to the next succeedingacademicyear. Should such enact-
ment be madeafter the [firsti fifteenth of IMayl March, the provi-
sions thereof shall be applicableto the academicyear following the
nextsucceedingacademicyear.

Section 2. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The11th dayof July, A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


