
1152 Act 1980-208 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1980-208

AN ACT

HB 1374

Establishinga county prison board for any county of the second class and

providing for the powersandduties thereof.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Second Class

CountyPrisonBoardAct.”
Section 2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have,
unless the context clearly indicatesotherwise, the meaningsgiven to
them in this section:

“Board.” The countyprisonboardof a secondclasscounty.
Section3. Establishmentand composition.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis herebyestablisheda county prison
board in any county of the second classwhich shall be named the

CountyPrison Board.”
(b) Composition.—Theboardshall be composedof:

(1) The countycommissioners.
(2) Three judges of the court of commonpleas, one of whom

shall be the presidentjudge, or his designeewho shall be a judge,
andtwo judgesappointedby the presidentjudge.

(3) The countysheriff.
(4) The countycontroller.
(5) The mayor of any city of the secondclass situatewithin the

county.
(6) Two citizen membersas providedin subsection(c).

(c) Citizen members.—Thetwo citizen members shall not be
employeesof the county or of the Commonwealth.They shall serve
for a term of three years, and shEll be representativeof the broad
segmentsof the county’s populationand shall include personswhose
backgroundand experienceindicate that they are qualified to act in
the interest of the public. The citizen membersshall be appointedby
thechairmanof the countycommissioners.
Section.4. Powersandduties.

(a) General rule.—The board’s administrativepowers and duties
shall include the operationandmaintenanceof the prison, the safe-
keepingof inmatesandthe employmentof a warden.

(b) Living conditions.—Theboard shall insure that the living
conditionswithin the prisonarehealthful and otherwiseadequate.
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(c) Inspection.—Theboardshall, at least twice eachyear, conduct
an unannouncedinspectionof the prison’sphysical plant. During such
inspectionsthe boardshall interview across-sectionof inmates,out of
the presenceof the wardenandhis agents,to determinethe conditions
within the prison. After each inspection, the board shall preparea
written reportsetting forth its findings and determinationswhich shall
be availablefor public inspection.

(d) Compliancewith laws and regulations.—Theboardshall insure
that the prison is being operatedin accordancewith its regulations,
the laws and regulationsof the Commonwealthand of the United
States.

(e) Investigations.—Theboard shall investigate allegations of
inadequateprison conditionsand improperpracticesoccurring within
the prison and may make such other investigations or reviews of
prison operationand maintenance.The books, papersand recordsof
the prison, includingbut not limited to, the papersandrecordsof the
wardenand thoserelating to individual inmates,shall at all times be
availablefor inspectionby the board.
Section5. Rules and regulations.

The board shall, in the mannerprovided by law, promulgatesuch
rules, regulationsand forms it deemsnecessaryfor the properadmin-
istrationof the boardand for the operationof the prison.
Section6. Warden.

(a) Appointment.—Theboard shall appoint a wardento serve at
its pleasureandshall fix his salary.

(b) Employees.—Subjectto the board’sapproval,the wardenshall
employ such deputies, assistantsand other personnelrequired to
adequatelyoperatethe prison.

(c) Annual report.—The warden shall submit an annual written
report to the board which shall contain information on the popula-
tion, conditions and practices in the prison, and other matters as
specifiedby the board.The annualreportshall be availablefor public
inspection.
Section7. Board meetings.

The board shall meet at least once each month and shall keep
regular minutes of its proceedingswhich shall be open to public
inspection.
Section8. Contractsand purchases.

All expenditures,required for the maintenanceand supportof the
prisoners,the repairsand improvementof said prison, shall be paid
from the countytreasury,by warrants,drawn in the mannerprovided
by law, on the regular appropriationfor the purpose.All contracts
involving an expenditureexceeding$100 shall be in writing and shall
immediately after their executionbe filed with the controller of the
county. No contractsshall be made, nor the payment thereof be
certified by the controller, for over $2,500, unless madewith the
lowest and best bidder after due notice to be published by the
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controller, if he approvedthe purposeof the proposalsinvited. All
purchasesof materials and supplies shall be made through the
purchasingdepartmentof the county, andall bids shall be receivedby
the controller under seal and shall be openedin his presenceby the
board and the contractsawardedthereof.The controller shall keepa
record of all such awardsand shall certify no warrant for contracts
not madeagreeablethereto.
Section9. Transition provisions.

(a) Certain boardsabolished.—Anyboard of prison inspectorsoi
board of managersof prisonsor workhousesareherebyabolishedon
the effectivedateof this act.

(b) Books and records.—All books, papersand recordsof these
boardsshallbetransferredto thecountyprisonboard.

(c) Propertyandcontracts.—Thecountyprisonboardshall assume
ownership of all real and personalproperty owned by the boards
abolished in subsection(a) and shall assumeall rights, duties and
obligationsof anycontractenteredinto by the abolishedboards.
Section10. Repeals.

(a) Specific repeals.—Thefollowing acts and supplementsto acts
areherebyrepealedabsolutely:

Act of March 23, 1865 (P.L.607,No.599), entitled “An act for the
bettermanagementof the Alleghenycountyprison.”

Act of February1, 1866 (P.L.8, No.11), entitled “A supplementto
an act, entitled ‘An act for the better managementof the Allegheny
county prison,’ approved the twenty-third day of March, Anno
Domini onethousandeight hundredandsixty-five.”

Act of April 4, 1868 (P.L.691, No.640), entitled “A supplementto
an act, entitled ‘A supplementto an act for the bettermanagementof
the Allegheny county prison,’ approvedthe first day of February,
eighteenhundredandsixty-six.”

Act of January28, 1870 (P.L.94,No.71),entitled “A supplementto
an act, entitled ‘A supplementto an act for the bettermanagementof
Allegheny county prison,’ approvedthe first day of February,Anno
Domini onethousandeight hundredandsixty-six.”

Act of February14, 1871 (P.L.53,No.58), entitled “An actsupple-
mentary to an act, entitled ‘A supplementto an act for the better
managementof Allegheny county prison,’ approvedthe first day of
February,Anno Domini onethousandeight hundredandsixty-six.”

Act of March 8, 1871 (P.L.l84, No.192), entitled “A supplementto
an act, entitled ‘A supplementto an act for thebettermanagementof
the Allegheny county prison,’ approvedthe first day of February,
Anno Domini onethousandeight hundredandsixty-six.”

Act of March 23, 1872 (P.L.559,No.517), entitled “A supplement
to an act, entitled ‘A supplementto an act for the better management
of the Allegheny County prison,’ approvedthe first day of February,
onethousandeight hundredand sixty-six.”
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Act of April 1, 1873 (P.L.470, No.492), entitled “A supplementto
an act, entitled ‘A supplementto anact for the bettermanagementof
the Allegheny county prison,’ approvedthe first day of February,
Anno Domini onethousandeight hundredandsixty-six.”

Act of August 5, 1941 (P.L.829, No.307), entitled “An act to
amend section three of the act, approvedthe twenty-third day of
March, one thousandeight hundred and sixty-five (PamphletLaws,
six hundredseven),entitled, ‘An act for the bettermanagementof the
Allegheny county prison’, by requiring all contracts involving an
expenditureexceedingone hundreddollars to be in writing and filed
with the countycontroller, andprohibiting the making of anycontract
involving the expenditureof over five hundred dollars unlessmade
with the lowestand bestbidder after dueadvertising,andrequiringall
purchasesto be made through the purchasingdepartmentof the
county, and providing for the opening of bids and the award of
contracts.”

Act of August 19, 1953 (P.L.1069, No.275), entitled “An act to
amendsection5 of the act, approvedthe first day of February,one
thousand eight hundred sixty-six (Pamphlet Laws 8), entitled ‘A
supplementto an act, entitled “An act for the better managementof
the Allegheny county prison,” approved the twenty-third day of
March, Anno Domini onethousandeight hundredand sixty-five,’ by
further regulating the transfer or removal of inmates from jails in
Allegheny County, and further providing for the transferof mentally
ill inmatesto Statementalhospitals.”

(b) Generalrepeal.—All actsor partsof actsinconsistentherewith
areherebyrepealedto the extentof the inconsistency.
Section 11. Effective date.

This actshall takeeffect in six months.

APPROVED—The10th dayof December,A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


