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No. 1981-107

AN ACT

SB 780

Amendingtheactof February1, 1966(1965P.L.1656,No.581),entitled“An act
concerningboroughs,andrevising,amendingandconsolidatinLtheiawrelat-
ing to boroughs,”furtherprovidingfor reductionsin force.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 1190, act of February1, 1966 (1965 P.L.1656,
No.581), known as “The Borough Code,” amendedOctober4, 1978
(P.L.962,No.189),is amendedto read:

Section 1190. Removals.—Nopersonemployedin anypoliceor fire
forceof any boroughshall be suspended,removedor reducedin rank
exceptfor thefollowing reasons:

(1) Physicalor mentaldisabilityaffecting his ability to continuein
service,in which casesthe personshall receivean honorabledischarge
from service.

(2). Neglector violationof anyofficial duty.
(3) Violation of any law which providedthat suchviolation consti-

tutesamisdemeanoror felony.
(4) Inefficiency,neglect,intemperance,immorality, disobedienceof

orders,orconductunbecominganofficer.
(5) Intoxicationwhile on duty.
(6) Engagingor participatingin conductingof any political or elec-

tioncampaignotherwisethanto exercisehisownright of suffrage.
A personso employedshall not be removedfor religious, racial or

political reasons.A written statementof anychargesmadeagainstany
personsoemployedshall be furnishedto suchpersonwithin five days
afterthesamearefiled.

If for reasonsof economyor otherreasonsit shall be deemedneces-
saryby anyboroughto reducethenumberof paidemployesof thepolice
or fire force, thensuchboroughshallapplythe following procedure:(i)
if thereare anyemployeseligible for retirementunderthe termsof any
retirementor pensionlaw, thensuchreductionin numbersshall bemade
by retirementof suchemployes,startingwith theoldestemployeandfol-
lowing in orderof agerespectively,(ii) if thenumberof paidemployesin
thepoliceforceor fire force eligible to retirementis insufficient to effect
thenecessaryreductionin numbers,or if thereareno personseligible for
retirement,or if no retirementor pensionfund exists,thenthe reduction
shall be effectedby furloughingthepersonor persons,including proba-
tioners, last appointedto the respectiveforce. Such removal shall be
accomplishedby furloughingin numericalorder commencingwith the
personlast appointeduntil suchreductionshallhavebeenaccomplished.
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In theeventthesaidpoliceforce or fire forceshallagainbeincreasedthe
employesfurloughedshall be reinstatedin theorderof their seniorityin
theservice.Theprovisionsof thisparagraphasto reductionsin forceare
notapplicableto a chiefofpolice.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin60days.

APPROVED—The22nddayof October,A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH


