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No. 1982-175

AN ACT

SB 706

Amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14), entitled “An act relating
to the public school system,including certainprovisionsapplicableas well to
privateandparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchanging
the lawsrelatingthereto,”further providingfor releaseof pupilsfor religious
instruction.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1546, act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known asthe “Public SchoolCodeof 1949,” is amendedto read:

Section 1546. Releaseof Pupils for Religious Instruction.—~Any
boardof schooldirectorsof anyschooldistrictshall have-power-to-enter-
into suitablearrangementwith a religious group, or organizationof
responsiblecitizensresidentin the schooldistrict, who are interestedin
organizingpart-timeweekdayreligious educationfor schoolpupils. In
suchcasesthe boardof schooldirectorsshall havepowerto adoptsuch
rulesandregulationsfor the releasefrom schoolsessionsof thosepupils
whoseparents,or survivingparent,or guardian,or otherpersonhaving
legal custodyof suchpupil, desiresto havethemattenda classto receive
religiouseducation,in accordancewith their religious faith fornotmore
than one hour a week, subject,however, to such conditionsand the
keepingof suchrecordsof attendanceat suchclassesandotherrecords
for the inspectionof schoolauthoritiesasthe boardshall deemproper.
No partof the costandexpenseof suchreligiousinstruction:sh~II:i.e:paid
outof publicschoolfunds.1

The superintendentof the school district shall, upon the written
requestofa parentor otherpersonin locoparentis,excuseanystudent
who is the child of that parentor personin locoparentisfrom school
attendancefor a total ofnot morethan thirty-six (36) hoursperschool
year in order to attend classesfor religious instruction: Provided,
however,Thattherequestshall ident~yanddescribetheinstruction,and
the datesand hoursfor which the absenceis requestedand that the
parent or person in loco parentisshall, following each such absence,
furnish in writing to thesuperintendentoftheschooldistrict astatement
attestingthat thechild didin factattendtheinstructionand-thedates-and
hoursuponwhichsuchattendancetookplace.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The24thdayof June,A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


