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No. 1985-46

AN ACT

SB 656

Authorizinga one-timeprogramfor theDepartmentof Educationto makeinsti-
tutionalequipmentgrantson behalfof full-time equivalentundergraduatestu-
dentsattendinginstitutionsof highereducationin theCommonwealth.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known andmay be cited as theInstitutionalEquipment

GrantsAct.
Section2. Legislativefindings.

TheGeneralAssemblyhasfoundandherebydeclaresthat:
(1) There exists within this Commonwealtha critical shortageof

collegeanduniversityinstructionalequipmentneededin training andedtu-
cationalprogramsnecessaryto meetthegrowing needsof the citizensof
this Commonwealth for opportunities for new and more rewarding
employment.

(2) This shortageis occasionedby the lack of funds and other
resourcesof institutionsof highereducationnecessaryto purchase,lease
or otherwiseacquiresuchequipmentin orderto providetrainingandedu-
cationconsistentwith employmentneeds.

(3) It is in thegeneralpublic interestof the Commonwealthto provide
moneysto institutionsof highereducationduringthe fiscal year-beginning
July 1, 1985, in order to alleviate this shortage,specifically because
approximately80% of all undergraduatestudentsattendingPennsylvania
collegesanduniversitiesareresidentsof this Commonwealth.

Section3. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhenused in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Communitycolleges.” Institutionsnow, or hereafter,createdpursuant
to theactof August24, 1963(P.L.1132,No.484),knownas theCommunity
CollegeAct of 1963.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Educationof theCommonwealth.
“Educational equipment.” Tangible propertyusedby institutions of

highereducationin supportof undergraduateinstruction.Thetermshallnot
includeequipmentusedin supportof sectariananddenominationalinstruc-
tionor foranyothersectariananddenominationalpurposeoractivity.

“Eligible institution.” An independentinstitutionof highereducation,a
State-ownedinstitution or a State-relatedinstitution, any of which is
approvedby thedepartmentforequipmentgrantspursuantto-theprevisions
of this act. It shallriot meananinstitutionwhichisdeterminedby thedepart-
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ment to be a communitycollege,a medicalschool,a junior college,a theo-
logical seminaryor school of theologyor a sectarianand denominational
institution.

“Equipment grant.” An amount determined by dividing the funds
appropriatedpursuantto this act, less reasonableadministrativeexpenses,
by thetotal of all certified full-time equivalentundergraduatestudentsfrom
all eligible institutionsapplyingfor grants.

“Full-time equivalent undergraduatestudents.” The enrollment in
undergraduateprogramsat eligible institutions expressedin terms of full-
timestudentsasdeterminedby theDepartmentof Education.

“Independentinstitution of highereducation.” An institution of higher
educationwhich is operatednot for profit, locatedin and incorporatedor
charteredby the Commonwealth,entitled to confer degreesas set forth in
section211 of theact of May 5, 1933(P.L.289,No.105),known astheNon-
profit Corporation Law, and entitled to apply to itself the designation
“college” or “university” as provided for by standardsandqualifications
prescribedby the StateBoard of Educationpursuantto the act of May 7,
1937 (P.L.585,No.150),entitled “An act prohibiting theuseof thedesigna-
tion of “college” by any institution not conformingto the standardsof a
college prescribedby the State Board of Education;and providing for
injunctions,andpenalties.”

“Pennsylvaniabased.” Educationalequipmentmanufacturedor assem-
bledwithin this Commonwealth,or sold, leasedor otherwiseprovidedto an
eligible institution by a vendorwhich hasa placeof businessin this Com-
monwealth.

“State-ownedinstitutions.” Those institutions which are part of the
State System of Higher Education pursuantto the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177,No.175),knownasTheAdministrativeCodeof 1929.

“State-relatedinstitutions.” The PennsylvaniaState University, the
University of Pittsburgh,Temple University and Lincoln University and
their branchcampuses.
Section4. Certificationof recipients.

From the information it receivesfrom collegesanduniversitiesor, in the
caseof State-ownedinstitutions,from the State Systemof Higher Educa-
tion, the departmentshallcertify the numberof full-time equivalentunder-
graduatestudentsattendingeacheligible institution during the most recent
yearfor whichdataisavailable.
Section5. Institutionalequipmentgrants.

For the academicyear beginning on or about September1, 1985, the
departmentshall allot a one-timeequipmentgranton behalfof eachfull-
time equivalentundergraduatestudentattendingthe eligible institution as
certifiedpursuantto section4. The allotmentshall bemadeto eacheligible
institutionor, in the caseof State-ownedinstitutions,to theStateSystemof
Higher Educationfrom the funds appropriatedto the departmentpursuant
to this act. Following an initial allocationandallotment,if anyfunds appro-
priatedhavenot beenandcannotbe allocatedto oneor more institutions
otherwiseeligible for funds,the departmentshall reallocatethesefunds to
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the remainingeligible institutionsso that all funds appropriatedunder this
acthavebeenallotted.,
Section6. Useof moneys.

The moneysappropriatedshall be usedonly for, or in connectionwith,
expensesincurredby the eligible institutionto purchase,leaseor otherwise
acquireeducationalequipmentwhich is Pennsylvaniabased.If the eligible
institution purchases,leasesor otherwiseacquireseducationalequipment
which is notPennsylvaniabased,it mustfile with thedepartmentastatement
of justificationasto why Pennsylvania-basededucationalequipmentwas-not
obtained.
Section7. Forfeiture.

Any eligible institution which refusesto submit such informationor audit
as required by this act or knowingly submits misrepresentationsor false
statementswith the intention of fraudulentlyobtainingmoneysfrom the
departmentshall be deniedstatusas an eligible institution underthe provi-
sionsof this act.
Section8. Expiration.

Thisactshallexpireon June30, 1986.
Section9. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The9th dayof July, A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


