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No. 1985-70

AN ACT

SB 376

Amendingtheactof May 27, 1953 (P.L.244,No.34),entitled “An actrelatingto
andregulatingthecontractsof incorporatedtownsandproviding penalties,”
authorizingincorporatedtownsto lease,sell,conveyandacquirepr-~perty-.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The act of May 27, 1953 (P.L.244, No.34), entitled “An act
relatingto andregulatingthecontractsof incorporatedtownsand-providing
penalties,”is amendedby addinga sectionto read:

Section1.1. Powerto Convey.—(a) Eachincorporatedtownmaypur-
chase,acquirebygift or otherwise,hold, lease, let andconvey,bysale or
lease, suchreal andpersonalpropertyasshall bedeemedto be in the best
interestof the town: Provided, Thatno real estateownedby thetownshall
besoldfor a considerationin excessoffifteenhundreddollars exceptto the
highestbidderafterduenoticebyadvertisementfor bidsin onenewspaperof
generalcfrculation in the town. Theadvertisementshall bepublishedonce,
notlessthantendaysprior to thedatefixedfor theopeningofbids, and the
datefor openingbidsshall be announcedin theadvertisement.The accep-
tanceof bids shall be madeonly bypublic announcementat a regular or
specialmeetingofcouncil. All bids shall be acceptedon the conditionthat
paymentofthepurchaseprice in full shall bemadewithin sixtydaysof the
acceptanceofbids. Realestateownedby a townmaybesoldat a consider-
ation offifteenhundreddollars or lesswithoutadvertisementofcompetitive
bidding only after council estimatesthe value thereofupon receiptof an
appraisalbya qualifiedreal estateappraiser.

(b) Exceptas otherwisehereinafterprovided in the case of personal
propertyofanestimatedsalevalueoflessthantwohundreddollars, no town
personalpropertyshall be disposedof, by sale or otherwise,exceptupon
approvalofcouncil,byordinanceorresolution.In caseswherecouncilshall
approvea sale ofsuchproperty,it shall estimatethesalevalueoftheentire
lot to be disposedof. If council shall estimatethe sale value to be two
hundreddollars or more, theentirelot shall beadvertisedfor saleonce, in at
leastonenewspaperofgeneralcirculation in thetown,not lessthantendays
prior to the datefixedfor the openingofbids or public auction, andsuch
dateof openingof bids orpublic auctionshall beannouncedin suchadver-
tisement,and sale of thepropertyso advertisedshall be madeto the best
responsiblebidder. Council shall haveauthority, by resolution, to adopta
procedurefor thesaleofsurpluspersonalpropertyofan estimatedsalevalue
of less thantwo hundreddollars, and the approvalof council shall not be
requiredfor anyindividualsalethatshall bemadein conformitytosuchpro-
cedure.
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(c) The provisionsof this sectionshall not be mandatorywheretown
propertyis tobetradedin or exchangedfor newtownproperty.

(d) Theprovisionsof this section requiringadvertisingfor bidsandsale
to thehighestbiddershallnotapply wheretownrealorpersonalpropertyis
to be sold to a county, city, borough, town, township,institution district,
schooldistrict, volunteerfire company,volunteerambulanceserviceor vol-
unteerrescuesquadlocatedwithin the town,or municipalauthoritypursu-
anttotheact ofMap 2, 1945(P.L.382,No.164),knownasthe “Municipality
Authorities Act of 1945,” or is to be sold to a non-profit corporation
engagedin communityindustrialdevelopmentor whererealpropertyis to be
soldto a personfor his exclusiveusein an industrialdevelopmentprogram,
or whererealpropertyis to besoldto a non-profitcorporationorganizedas
a public library for itsexclusiveuseasa library, or whererealpropertyis to
be sold to a nonprofit medical service corporation or to a non-profit
housingcorporation. Whenrealpropertyis to besoldto a non-profitcorpo-
ration organizedas a public library for its exclusiveuseasa library or to a
non-profit medicalservicecorporationor to a non-profit housingcorpora-
tion, councilmayelectto acceptsuchnominalconsiderationfor suchsaleas
it shall deemapprapriate. Realpropertysoldpursuantto this section to a
volunteerfire company,volunteer ambulanceservice or volunteerrescue
squad, non-profit medicalservicecorporation or to a non-profit housing
corporationshall besubjectto theconditionthat, when thepropertyis not
usedfor thepurposesofthecompany,service,squador thecorporation, the
propertyshallrevertto thetown.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The31stdayof October,A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


