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No. 1990-152

AN ACT

HB 1221

Amendingtheactof August9, 1955 (P.L.323,No.130),entitled“An actrelating
to countiesof the third, fourth,fifth, sixth,seventhandeighthclasses;amend-
ing, revising,consolidatingandchangingthe laws relating thereto,” further
providing forambulancesandcoroners;andmakinganeditorialchange.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Section 1234of the actof August9, 1955 (P.L.323,No.130),
knownasTheCountyCode,isamendedtoread:

Section1234. Ambulance.—Ineachcounty [having a county morguel,
thecountycommissionersmay’ furnish andmaintain,from thegeneralfunds
of the county,anambulancefor the removalof bodiesof deceasedpersons
to andfromthemorgue,andfor theburialof unclaimedbodies.Thecoroner
mayproviderulesandregulationsfor theuseandmaintenanceof the ambu-
lance.

Section2. Theactis amendedby addingasectiontoread:
Section1236.1. Requests for Examinations and Reports.—

(a) Requestsforexaminationsor otherprofessionalservicesbyothercoun-
tiesorpersonsmay becompliedwith at thediscretionof thecoronerpursu-
antto guidelinesestablishedbythecountycommissioners.

(b) A setoffeesandchargesfor suchexaminationsorprofessionalser-
vicesshall beestablishedby the coroner,subjectto approvalby the county
commissioners,andshallbe accountedforandpaidto thecountytreasurer
pursuantto section1760.Paymentforexaminationsorprofessionalservices
shallbetheresponsibilityofthecountyorpersonrequestingsuch-services~

(c) The coronermaychargeand collect a feeof up to one hundred
dollars ($100)foreachautopsyreport, up tofifty dollars($50)foreachtoxi-
cology report, up to fifty dollars ($50)for each inquisition or coroner’s
reportandsuchotherfeesasmaybeestablishedfromtimeto timeforother
reportsand documentsrequestedby nongovernmentalagencies. Thefees
collectedshallbeaccountedf0randpaidto thecountytreasurerpursuantto
section1760andshall beusedto defraytheexpensesinvolvedin the county
complyingwith theprovision oftheactofMarch2, 1988(‘P.L.108, No.22),
referredto astheCoroners’EducationBoardLaw.

Section3. Sections1237, 1238, 1239, 1240 and 1245 of the act are
amendedto read:

Section 1237. Coroner’s Investigations.—(a) The coroner having a
view of the body shall investigatethe factsandcircumstancesconcerning
deathswhich appearto havehappenedwithin the county,regardlesswhere
thecausethereofmayhaveoccurred,for thepurposeof determiningwhether
or not anautopsyshouldbeconductedoran inquestthereofshouldbehad,
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in the following cases: [(1) Any sudden,as hereafterdefined,violent or
suspiciousdeath,(2) anydeathwhereinno causeof deathis properlycerti-
fied by a personduly authorizedtherefor, (3) any deathresultingfrom a
mineaccident,asdirectedby law, (4) deathsresultingfrom drownings,cave-
insandsubsidences,(5) anystillbirth, or thedeathof any babydying within
twenty-four hoursafter its birth, and,in addition thereto,(6) the deathof
anyprematurelyborninfant,whereinthecauseof deathisnot properlycerti-
fied byapersonduly authorizedtherefor.

The purposeof theinvestigationshallbe todeterminewhetheror not there
is any reasonsufficient to the coronerto believethat any suchdeathmay
haveresultedfrom thecriminalactsor criminalneglectof personsothor-tisait
thedeceased,ratherthanfromnaturalcausesor by suicide.]

(1) suddendeathsnotcausedby readilyrecognizabledisease,or wherein
thecauseofdeathcannotbeproperlycertifiedby aphysicianon thebasis-of
prior (recent)medicalattendance;

(2) deathsoccurring under•suspiciouscircumstances,including those
wherealcohol, drugsor othertoxicsubstancesmayhavehada directbearing
on theoutcome;

(3) deathsoccurring as a result of violenceor trauma, whetherappar-
ently homicidal,suicidal or accidental(including, but not limited to, those
due to mechanical, thermal, chemical, electrical or radiational injury,
drowning,cave-insandsubsidences);

(4) any deathin which trauma, chemicalinjury, drugoverdoseor reac-
tion to drugsor medicationor medicaltreatmentwasaprimaryorsecond-
ary, dfrect or indirect, contributory, aggravatingor precipitatingcauseof
death;

(5) operativeandpen-operativedeathsin which thedeathis not readily
explainableon thebasisofprior disease;

(6) anydeathwhereinthebodyis unidentifiedor unclaimed;
(7) deathsknownorsuspectedas dueto contagiousdiseaseandconsti-

tutingapublichazard;
(8) deathsoccurring in prison or a penal institution or while in the

custodyofthepolice;
(9) deathsofpersonswhosebodiesare to be cremated,buriedatseaor

otherwisedisposedofsoasto bethereafterunavailableforexaminatian;
(10) suddeninfantdeathsyndrome;and
(11) stillbirths.
(b) Thepurposeof the investigationshall be to determinethe causeof

anysuchdeathandto determinewhetheror notthereissufficientreasonfor
the coronerto believethat any suchdeathmayhaveresultedfrom criminal
actsor criminalneglectofpersonsotherthanthedeceased.

(c) Aspart ofthis investigation,the coronershalldeterminetheidentity
ofthedeceasedandnotifythenextofkin ofthedeceased.

Section 1238. [Inquest;Autopsy;Coroner’sDuties;Records.—If,upon
the investigationby the coroner,he shall not be satisfiedtherebythat the
deathresultedfromnaturalcauses,orby suicide,heshallproceed1

Gconduct
aninquestuponaview of thebodyasprovidedby law. I~theconductof the
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inquest,the coronermay requiresuchan autopsyas may be necessaryin
accordancewith law. At the inquestthecoroner’sduty shall be to ascertain
thecauseof deathandwhetheranypersonotherthanthedeceased-wascrim-
inally responsiblethereforby act or neglect,and, if so, the identity of the
personandanyfurtherevidenceandwitnessesregardingthecrime.Thepro-
ceedingsat the inquestshall berecorded,at theexpenseof thecounty,in a
mannerto be providedby the county commissioners,and any salarythat
may be required for this purposeshall be fixed by the salary board.]
Autopsy;Inquest;Records..—(a) If, upon investigation,the coronershall
be unableto determinethe causeandmannerofdeath,heshallperformor
orderan autopsyonthebody.

(b) If thecoroner is unableto determinethecauseandmannerofdeath
followingtheautopsy,hemayconductan inquestupon a viewofthe body,
asprovidedby law. At theinquest, thecoroner’sdutyshall be to ascertain
thecauseofdeath,to determinewhetheranypersonother thanthedeceased
wascriminally responsiblethereforby act or neglect,and if so, the identity
oftheperson,andto examineanyfurtherevidenceand witnessesregarding
thecauseofdeath.

(c) Theproceedingsat theinquestshallberecorded,attheexpenseof-the
county,in amannertobepriwidedbythecountycommissioners.

Section 1239. SuddenDeathsDefined.—Thecoronershall regard any
deathas suddenif it occurs without prior medicalattendanceby a person
who maylawfully executeacertificateof deathin this Commonwealth,or if,
within twenty-four hours of death,the decedentwas dischargedfrom such
medicalattendanceor achangeof suchmedicalattendancehadoccurred,or
if any suchmedicalattendancebeganwithin twenty-fourhoursof deathand
the medical attendantrefusesor is unable to certify the causeof death.
Medicalattendanceincludeshospitalization.

Theprovisionsof thissectionshallnot beconstruedto affectthecoroner’s
discretionasto whetheror not anydeathwas suspicious,nor shallthey be
construedto authorizea coronerto investigatea suddendeathany further
thannecessaryto [convincehim thatthedeathwas from naturalcausesand
not from any criminal actor neglectof another]determinethe causeand
mannerofdeath.

Section 1240. Bodiesnot to be Moved.—In all caseswherethe coroner
hasjurisdictionto investigatethefactsandcircumstancesof death,thebody
andits surroundingsshallbeleft untoucheduntil thecoronerhashadaview
thereof[and] oruntil heshallotherwisedirector authorize,exceptasmaybe
otherwiseprovidedby law, or ascircumstancesmay require.Bodiesupon a
public thoroughfareor in otherplacesmaybe removedsomuchasis neces-
sary for precautionagainsttraffic accidentsor otherseriousconsequences
whichmight reasonablybeanticipatedif theywereleft intact.

Section 1245. Powerof SubpoenaandAttachment.—Thecoronershall
havepowerto issuesubpoenasto obtainthe attendanceof anyper-sonwhom
it may be necessaryto examineas a witnessat any inquest,andto compel
attendanceby attachmentin like mannerandtothe sameextentasanycourt
of [oyer andterminerand generaljail deliveryl commonpleasof-this Corn-
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monwealthmayor can do in casespendingbeforethem, andalsoto compel
in like mannerthe productionof all papersandotherthings relativeto such
inquest.Suchsubpoenaandattachmentshallbe servedandexecutedby the
sheriffor by thecoronerhimselforhisdeputy,asthecasemayrequire.

Section4. Theactis amendedby addingsectionstoread:
Section1245.1. Inquests;Juries.—(a) Thecoroner mayat his discre-

tion summonajuryofsix to beselectedfromthejurypanelsofthecourt of
commonpleas.

(b) Thefunctionofsuchjury shallbe to determinethemannerofdeath
and whetherany criminal act or neglectofpersonsknown or unknown
causedsuchdeath.Suchjuryshall bepaidasprovidedby lawasif theywere
servingthecourtofcommonpleas.

Section1253. AnatomicalGifts.—Thecoroner may order the removal
ofparts ofa decedent’sbodyfor donationpurposesin accordancewith 20
Pa.C.S. Ch. 86 (relatingto anatomicalgifts).

Section5. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The29thdayof November,A. D. 1990.

ROBERT P. CASEY


