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No. 1993-38

AN ACT

HB 838

Amending Title 20 (Decedents,Estates and Fiduciaries) of the Pennsylvania

ConsolidatedStatutes,furtherproviding for dispositionsindependentof letters.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 3101(b) and (c) of Title 20 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 3101. Paymentsto family andfuneral directors.

(b) Depositaccount.—Anybank,savingsassociation,savingsandloan
association,building and loan association,credit union or other savings
organization,atanytime after thedeathof a depositor,memberor certificate
holder,maypay theamounton depositor representedby thecertificate,when
the total standingto the credit of the decedentin that institution doesnot
exceed[$1,500J$3,500,to thespouse,anychild, thefatheror motheror any
sisteror brother(preferencebeinggivenin theordernamed)of thedeceased
depositor,memberor certificateholder,providedthatareceiptedfuneralbill
or an affidavit, executedby a licensedfuneraldirector whichsetsforth that
satisfactoryarrangementsfor paymentof funeral serviceshavebeenmade,
is presented.Any bank, association,union or other savings organization
making sucha paymentshall bereleasedto thesameextentas if payment
hadbeenmadeto a duly appointedpersonalrepresentativeof the decedent
andit shall not be requiredto see to the applicationthereof.Any personto
whom paymentis madeshallbeanswerablethereforto anyoneprejudicedby
an improperdistribution.

(c) Patient’scareaccount.—Whenthe decedentwasa qualified recipient
of medicalassistancefrom theDepartmentof PublicWelfare, the facility in
which hewasapatientmaymakepaymentof funds,if any,remainingin the
patient’scareaccount,for thedecedent’sburialexpensesto alicensedfuneral
director in an amount not exceeding[$1,000] $3,500 whether or not a
personalrepresentativehasbeenappointed.After thepaymentof decedent’s
burialexpenses,the facility may pay thebalanceof decedent’spatient’scare
account,aslong as thepaymentsincluding thepaymentfor burialexpenses
does not exceed [$1,500] $4,000, to the spouse,any child, the father or
motheror any sisteror brother (preferencebeinggiven in theorder named)
of thedeceasedpatient.Any facility makingsuchapaymentshallbereleased
tothesameextentasif paymenthadbeenmadeto aduly appointedpersonal
representativeof the decedentand it shall not be required to see to the
applicationthereof.Any licensedfuneral director or otherpersonto whom
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paymentis madeshall be answerablethereforto anyoneprejudicedby an
improperdistribution.

Section2. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The28th dayof June,A.D. 1993.

MARK S. SINGEL
ACTING GOVERNOR


