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No. 1994-151

AN ACT

NB 1001

AmendingTitle 23 (DomesticRelations)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
furtherprovidingfor preliminaryprovisions,for reportingsuspectedchild abuse,
for powersand dutiesof the Departmentof PublicWelfare, for organizationand
responsibilitiesof child protective service and for miscellaneousprovisions;
providingfor schoolstudentsand for backgroundchecksfor school employment;
and imposing powers and duties on the Department of State and various
professionallicensureboards.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections 6302 and 6303 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 6302. [Findingj Findings andpurposeof chapter.

[(a) Finding.—Abusedchildren are in urgent needof an effective
child protectiveserviceto preventthem from suffering further injury
andimpairment.

(b) Purpose.—Itis the purposeof this chapterto encouragemore
completereporting of suspectedchild abuseand to establishin each
countya child protectiveservicecapableof investigatingsuch reports
swiftly andcompetently,providingprotectionfor childrenfrom further
abuseandproviding rehabilitative servicesfor children andparents
involved so as to ensurethe well-being of the child and to preserveand
stabilizefamily life whereverappropriate.]

(a) Findings.—Abusedchildrenare in urgentneedofan effectivechild
protective service to prevent themfrom sufferingfurther injury and
impairment.

(b) Purpose.—ltis the purposeof this chapter to encouragemore
completereportingofsuspectedchildabuse;to the extentpermWedby this
chapter,to involvelaw enforcementagenciesin respondingto childabuse;
and to establish in each county protectiveservicesfor the purposeof
investigatingthereportsswiftlyand competently,providingprotectionfor
children from further abuseand providing rehabilitative services for
childrenandparentsinvolvedso asto ensurethechild’s well-beingandto
preserve, stabilize and protect the integrity of family life wherever
appropriate. it is also the purposeof this chapter to ensure that each
countychildrenandyouthagencyestablishaprogramofprotect~vc~ervices
with proceduresto assessrisk ofharm to a child andwith the capabilities
to respondadequatelyto meetthe needsof thefamilyandchild who may
be at risk andto prioritize the responseand servicesto children mostat
risk.
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(c) Effect on rights of parents.—Thischapter does not restrict the
generallyrecognizedexistingrightsof parentsto usereasonablesupervision
andcontrol whenraisingtheir children.
§ 6303. Definitions.

(a) Generalrule.—Thefollowing wordsand phrases when used in this
chaptershall have the meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe
contextclearly indicatesotherwise:

[“Child abuse.” Serious physical or mental injury which is not
explainedby the availablemedicalhistory as beingaccidental,sexual
abuse,sexualexploitationor seriousphysicalneglectof achild under18
yearsof ageif the injury, abuseor neglecthasbeencausedby the acts
or omissionsof the child’s parentsor by a person responsiblefor the
child’swelfare,or any individual residingin thesamehomeasthe child,
or a paramourof the child’s parent.No child shall be deemedto be
physicallyor mentallyabusedfor the sole reasonthe child is in good
faith beingfurnishedtreatmentby spiritualmeansthroughprayeralone
in accordancewith the tenetsandpracticesof a recognizedchurchor
religiousdenominationby an accreditedpractitionerthereof or is not
providedspecifiedmedicaltreatmentin the practiceof religious beliefs,
or solelyon the groundsof environmentalfactorswhich arebeyondthe
control of the personresponsiblefor the welfare of the child such as
inadequatehousing,furnishings,income, clothing andmedicalcare.]

“Acceptfor service.” Decideon the basisofthe needsandproblemsof
an individualto admitor receivethe individualas aclientoftheagencyor
asrequiredby a court order enteredunder42 Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relating to
juvenilematters).

“Child-care services.” Child day-carecenters,groupandfamily day-care
homes,fosterhomes,adoptiveparents,boardinghomesfor children,juvenile
detentioncenterservicesor programsfor delinquentor dependentchildren;
mentalhealth,mentalretardation,early intervention anddrug andalcohol
servicesfor children; and[any] otherchild-careserviceswhichareprovided
by or subject to approval, licensure, registrationor certification by the
[department]Departmentof Public Welfare or a county social services
agencyor whichare providedpursuantto a contractwith thesedepartments
or acountysocialservicesagency.The term doesnot includesuch services
or programs which may be offered by public and private schools,
intennediateunits or areavocational-technicalschools.

[“Child protectiveservice.” Thatsectionof eachcountychildrenand
youth socialserviceagencyrequiredto be establishedby section6361
(relatingto organizationof child protectiveservice).]

“Child protectiveservices.” Thoseservicesandactivitiesprovidedby the
Departmentof Public Welfareand eachcounty agencyfor child abuse
cases.

“Cooperationwith an investigationor assessment.”Includes,but is not
limited to, a school or school district which permits authorizedpersonnel
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from the [departmentor child protectionservices]DepartmentofPublic
Welfareor countyagency to interview a student while the student is in
attendanceat school.

“Countyagency.” Thecountychildrenandyouthsocialserviceagency
establishedpursuantto section405of the actofJune24, 1937(P.L.2017,
No.396),knownastheCountyinstitutionDistrict Law,or itssuccessor,and
supervisedbytheDepartmentofPublic WelfareunderArticle IX oftheact
ofJune13, 1967(P.L.31, No.21),knownas thePublic WelfareCode.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof PublicWelfareof theCommonwealth.
“Expunge.” To strike out or obliterateentirely so that the expunged

information may not be stored, identified or later recovered by any
mechanicalor electronicmeansor otherwise.

“Family members.”Spouses,parentsandchildrenorotherpersonsrelated
by consanguinityor affmity.

“Foundedreport.” A child abusereport madepursuantto this chapterif
therehasbeenanyjudicial adjudicationbasedon afinding that achild who
is asubjectof thereporthasbeenabused~.],including theentry ofa pleaof
guilty or nob contendereor a finding of guilt to a criminal charge
involvingthesamefactualcircumstancesinvolvedin theallegationofc-hild
abuse.

“Foundedreportforschoolemployee.”A reportunderSubchapterC.1
(relating to studentsin public andprivate schools)if therehasbeenany
judicialadjudicationbasedonafindingthat thevictimhassuffered-serious
bodily injury or sexualabuseor exploitation,includingthe entry ofaplea
of guilty or nob contendereor a finding of guilt to a criminal charge
involvingthe samefactualcircumstancesinvolvedin theallegationsof the
report.

“Generalprotectiveservices.” Thoseservicesandactivitiesprovidedby
eachcountyagencyfor nonabusecasesrequiringprotectiveservices,as
definedby theDepartmentofPublic Welfarein regulations.

“Indicatedreport.” A child abusereport madepursuantto this chapterif
an investigation by the [child protectiveservice] county agencyor the
DepartmentofPublic Welfaredeterminesthat substantialevidenceof the
alleged abuse exists based on any of the following:

(1) Available medical evidence.
(2) The child protective service investigation.
(3) An admission of the acts of abuse by the [parent of the child or

person responsible for the welfare of the child.] perpetrator,
“indicated report for school employee.” A report made under

SubchapterC.1 (relating to studentsin public andprivate schools)if an
investigationby the countyagencydeterminesthat substantial-evidenceof
seriousbodily injury or sexualabuseor exploitationexistsbasedon anyof
thefollowing:

(1) Available medicalevidence.
(2) Thecountyagency’sinvestigation.



SESSIONOF 1994 Act 1994-151 1295

(3) An admissionof the actsofabuseby the schoolemployee.
“Individual residingin thesamehomeasthechild.” An individualwho

is 14yearsofageor older andwho residesin the samehomeasthe child.
“Perpetrator.” Apersonwhohascommittedchild abuseandis aparent

ofa child, a personresponsiblefor the welfare ofa child, an individual
residing in the samehomeasa child or a paramourofa child’sparent.

“Person responsiblefor the child’s welfare.” A personwhoprovides
permanentor temporarycare, supervision,mentalhealth diagnosis or
treatment,training orcontrolofa child in lieu ofparentalcare,supervision
and control. Theterm does not includea personwho is employedby or
providesservicesorprogramsinanypublicorprivateschool,intermediate
unit or area vocational-technicalschool.

“Protective services.” Thoseservicesand activities provided by the
DepartmentofPublic Welfareandeach county agencyfor children who
are abusedor are allegedto be in needofprotectionunderthis chapter.

“Recent acts or omissions.” Acts or omissionscommittedwithin two
yearsof the date of the report to the Departmentof Public Welfareor
countyagency.

“Risk assessment.”A Commonwealth-approvedsystematicprocessthat
assessesa child’sneedforprotectionorservicesbasedon the risk ofharm
to the child.

“School employee.” An individual employedby a public or private
school, intermediateunit or area vocational-technicalschool. Theterm
includesan independentcontractorandemployees.Theterm excludesan
individual who has no directcontactwith students.

“Secretary.” TheSecretaryof Public Welfare of the Commonwealth.
“Serious bodily injury.” Bodily injury which createsa substantialrisk

ofdeathor which causesseriouspermanentdisfigurementor protracted
loss or impairmentoffunctionof any bodilymemberor organ.

“Serious mentalinjury.” A psychologicalcondition,asdiagnosedby a
physician or licensedpsychologist,including the refusalof appropriate
treatment,that:

(1) renders a child chronically and severelyanxious, agitated,
depressed,socially withdrawn,psychoticor in reasonablefear that the
child’s life or safetyis threatened;or

(2) seriously interferes with a child’s ability to accomplishage-
appropriatedevelopmentalandsocial tasks.
“Seriousphysicalinjury.” An injury that:

(1) causesa child severepain;or
(2) significantly impairs a child’s physical functioning, either

temporarilyorpermanently.
“Sexualabuse~.”Theobsceneorpornographicphotographing,filming

or depictionof children for commercialpurposes]or exploitation.” The
employment,use,persuasion,inducement,enticementor coercionof any
child to engagein or assistanyotherpersonto engagein anysexually
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explicit conductoranysimulationof anysexuallyexplicit conductfor the
purposeofproducinganyvisualdepictionofanysexuallyexplick-conduct
or the rape, molestation, incest, prostitution or other [forms] form of sexual
exploitation of children [under circumstanceswhich indicate that the
child’s healthor welfareis harmedor threatenedthereby,as determined
in accordancewith regulationsof thedepartment].

“Student.” An individual enrolled in a public or private school,
intermediateunit orareavocational-technicalschoolwhois under18years
ofage.

“Subjectof thereport.” [Any child reportedto the centralregisterof
child abuseand a parent,guardianor other responsiblepersonalso
named in the report.] Any child, parent, guardian or other person
responsiblefor the welfare ofa child or anyallegedor actualperpetrator
or schoolemployeenamedin a report madeto the DepartmentofPublic
Welfareor a countyagencyunderthis chapter.

“Substantialevidence.”Evidencewhichoutweighsinconsistentevidence
and which a reasonablepersonwouldacceptas adequateto supporta
conclusion.

“Under investigation.” A child abusereport pursuantto this chapter
which is being investigated to determine whether it is “founded,” “indicated”
or “unfounded.”

“Unfoundedreport.” Any reportmadepursuantto this chapterunlessthe
reportis a“foundedreport” or [unlessaninvestigationby the appropriate
child protectiveservice determinesthat the report is] an “indicated
report.”

(b) Child abuse.—
(1) Theterm “child abuse”shall meananyof thefollowing:

(i) Anyrecentact orfailure to act by a perpetratorwhich causes
nonaccidentalseriousphysical injury to a child under 18 yearsof
age.

(ii) An act or failure to act by a perpetrator which causes
nonaccidentalserious mental injury to or sexual abuseor sexual
exploitationofa child under18 yearsofage.

(ill) Anyrecentact,failure to actor seriesofsuchactsorfailures
to act by a perpetratorwhich createsan imminentrisk of serious
physical injury to or sexualabuseor sexualexploitation ofa child
under18yearsofage.

(iv) Serious physical neglect by a perpetrator constituting
prolongedor repeatedlack ofsupervisionor thefailure to provide
essentialsofljfe, includingadequatemedicalcare, which endangers
a child’s life ordevelopmentor impairs the child’sfunctioning.
(2) No child shall be deemedto be physically or mentallyabused

basedon injuries that resultsolelyfrom environmentalfactorsthat are
beyondthe control of the parentor personresponsiblefor the child’s
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we(fare,suchasinadequatehousing,furnishings,income,clothingand
medicalcare.

(3) If, upon investigation,thecountyagencydeterminesthata child
has not beenprovided neededmedical or surgical care becauseof
seriouslyheldreligiousbeliefsofthechild’sparents,guardianorperson
responsiblefor the child’s welfare, which beliefs are consistentwith
those of a bona fide religion, the child shall not be deemedto be
physicallyor mentallyabused.Thecountyagencyshall closelymonitor
the child andshall seekcourt-orderedmedical intervention whenthe
lack of medicalor surgical care threatensthe child’s life or long-term
health. In casesinvolvingreligious circumstances,all correspondence
with a subjectofthe reportandthe recordsoftheDepartmentofPublic
Weifareandthe countyagencyshall not reference“child abuse”and
shall acknowledgethe religious basisfor the child’s condition,andthe
family shall be referredfor generalprotectiveservices,if appropriate.
Section2. The headingof SubchapterB of Chapter63 of Title 23 is

amendedto read:

SUBCHAPTERB
PROVISIONSAND RESPONSIBILITIESFOR

REPORTINGSUSPECTEDCHILD ABUSE

Section 3. Sections63ll(a)and(b),6313,6314,6315,6316,6317,6318,
6331, 6332,6333,6334,6335, 6336,6337,6338, 6339,6340,6341,6343,
6344(b)(2)and (c), 6345,6346,6347 and6349(a) and (b) of Title 23 are
amendedto read:

§ 6311. Personsrequiredto reportsuspectedchild abuse.
(a) General rule.—Personswho, in the courseof their employment,

occupationor practiceof their profession,comeinto contactwith children
shall report or causeareport to be madein accordancewith section6313
(relating to reporting procedure) when they have [reason to believe,]
reasonablecauseto suspect,on the basisof their medical,professionalor
other training and experience,that a child coming before them in their
professionalorofficial capacityis anabusedchild. [The] Exceptwithrespect
to confidentialcommunicationsmadeto an ordainedmember-ofmeclergy
which are protectedunder 42 Pa.C.S. § 5943 (relating to confidential
communicationsto clergymen),theprivilegedcommunicationbetweenany
professionalpersonrequiredto reportandthe patientor clientof thatperson
shall not apply to situations involving child abuseand shall not constitute
groundsfor failure to reportasrequiredby this chapter.

(b) Enumerationofpersonsrequiredtoreport.—Personsrequiredto report
undersubsection(a) include,but arenot limited to, any licensedphysician,
osteopath,medicalexaminer,coroner,funeral director,dentist,optometrist,
chiropractor, podiatrist, intern, registerednurse,licensedpractical nurse,
hospitalpersonnelengagedin theadmission,examination,careor treatment
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of persons,[a] ChristianSciencepractitioner,memberof the clergy, school
administrator,school teacher,schoolnurse,social servicesworker,day-care
centerworker or any otherchild-careor foster-careworker, mentalhealth
professional,peaceofficer or law enforcementofficial.

§ 6313. Reportingprocedure.
(a) Generalrule.—Reportsfrom personsrequiredto reportunder-section

6311 (relating to personsrequiredto report suspectedchild abuse)shall be
madeimmediatelyby telephoneandin writing within 48 hoursafter theoral
report.

(b) Oral reports.—Oralreportsshallbemadeto thedepartmentpursuant
to SubchapterC (relating to powersand dutiesof department)andmaybe
madetotheappropriate[child protectiveservice]countyagency.Whenoral
reportsof suspectedchild abuseareinitially receivedatthe[childprotective
service]county agency,the [child protectiveservice]protectiveservices
staffshall,afterseeingto theimmediatesafetyof thechild andotherchildren
in the home,immediatelynotify the departmentof thereceiptof the report,
which is to be heldin the pendingcomplaint file as providedin Subchapter
C. The initial child abusereport summaryshall be supplementedwith a
written report when a determinationis madeas to whethera report of
suspectedchild abuse is a founded report, an unfounded report or an
indicatedreport.

(c) Written reports.—Writtenreports from personsrequiredto report
under section 6311 shall be made to the appropriate[child protective
service]countyagencyin amannerandon formsthedepartmentprescribes
by regulation.The written reportsshall include thefollowing informationif
available:

(1) The namesand addressesof the child and the parentsor other
personresponsiblefor the careof the child if known.

(2) Wherethe suspectedabuseoccurred.
(3) The ageandsex of the [child] subjectsofthe report.
(4) The natureandextentof thesuspectedchild abuse,including any

evidenceof prior abuseto thechild or siblings of thechild.
(5) Thenameandrelationshipof thepersonor personsresponsiblefor

causingthesuspectedabuse,if known,andanyevidenceofprior abuse
by that personorpersons.

(6) Family composition.
[(7) Therelationshipof thesuspectedperpetratorto the child.
(8)1 (7) Thesourceof the report.
[(9)] (8) Thepersonmaking the report andwherethatpersoncan be

reached.
[(10)] (9) The actions taken by the reporting source,including the

taking of photographsand X-rays, removalor keepingof the child or
notifying the medicalexamineror coroner.
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[(11)] (10) Any other informationwhichthe departmentmay require
by regulation.
(d) Failure to confirm oral report.—Thefailure of a person reporting

casesof suspectedchild abuseto confirm anoral report in writing within 48
hoursshall not relievethe [child protectiveservice]countyagencyfrom any
dutiesprescribedby thischapter.In suchevent,the[childprotectiveservice]
countyagencyshall proceedas if a written reportwere actuallymade.
§ 6314. Photographs,medicaltestsandX-rays of child subjectto report.

A personor official requiredto reportcasesof suspectedchild abusemay
takeor causeto betakenphotographsof the[areasof traumavisible on a]
child whois subjectto areportand,if [medically] clinically indicated,cause
to be performeda radiologicalexaminationand othermedicaltestson the
child. Medical summariesor reportsof the photographs[or], X-rays and
relevantmedicalteststaken shall be sentto the [child protectiveservice]
countyagencyat the time thewritten reportis sentor assoon thereafteras
possible,[Child protectiveservices]Thecountyagencyshall have access
to [the] actualphotographsor duplicatesandX-raysandmayobtainthemor
duplicatesof them uponrequest.
§ 6315. Taking child into protectivecustody.

(a) Generalrule.—A child maybe takeninto protectivecustody:
(1) As providedby 42 Pa.C.S.§ 6324(relatingto takinginto custody).
(2) By aphysicianexaminingor treatingthe child or by the director,

or a person specifically designatedin writing by the director, of any
hospitalor othermedical institution where the child is being treatedif
protectivecustody is immediately necessaryto protectthe child [from
further serious physical injury, sexual abuseor serious physical
neglect.] underthischapter.
(b) Duration of custody.—No child maybe held in protective custody for

morethan24 hoursunlesstheappropriate[child protectiveservice]county
agencyis immediatelynotifiedthatthechild hasbeentakeninto custodyand
the [child protectiveservice]countyagencyobtainsan order from acourt
of competentjurisdiction permitting the child to be held in custody for a
longerperiod.Eachcourtshallinsurethatajudge is available24 hoursaday,
365 days a year to accept and decide the actions brought by a [child
protectiveservice]countyagencyunder thissubsectionwithin the24-hour
period.

(c) Notice of custody.—An individual taking a child into protective
custodyunderthis chaptershallimmediately,andwithin 24 hoursin writing,
notify theparent,guardianorothercustodianof the childof thewhereabouts
of the child, unlessprohibitedby court order, andthereasonsfor the need
to take the child into protectivecustodyand shall immediately notify the
appropriate [child protective service] county agency in order that
proceedingsunder42 Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relating to juvenile matters)maybe
initiated, if appropriate.
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(d) [Detention] Informal hearing.—Inno caseshall protectivecustody
under thischapterbe maintainedlongerthan72 hourswithout [a detention
hearing.] an informal hearing under 42 Pa.C.S. § 6332 (relating to
informal hearing). If, at the [detention] hearing, it is determinedthat
protectivecustodyshallbe continuedandthe child is allegedto be without
properparentalcareor controlor is allegedto be adependentchild under
42 Pa.C.S. § 6302 (relating to definitions), the [child protectiveservice]
countyagencyshall within 48 hoursfile apetition with thecourtunder42
Pa.C.S.Ch.63~.]alleging that the child is a dependentchild.

(e) Placeof detention.—Nochild takeninto protectivecustodyunderthis
chapter may be detained during the protective custody except in an
appropriate medical facility, foster home or other appropriate facility
approvedby the departmentfor thispurpose.

(1) Conferencewith parentorothercustodian.—Aconferencebetweenthe
parent, guardian or other custodian of the child taken into temporary
protectivecustodypursuantto this sectionandthe [caseworkerdesignated
by the child protectionservice]employeedesignatedby thecountyagency
to be responsiblefor thechild shallbe heldwithin 48 hoursof the time that
the child is takeninto custodyfor thepurposeof:

(1) Explaining to the parent,guardianor othercustodianthe reasons
for thetemporarydetentionof thechild andthewhereaboutsof the child,
unlessprohibitedby court order.

(2) Expediting, wherever possible, the return of the child to the custody
of the parent,guardianor other custodianwhere custody is no longer
necessary.

(3) Explaining to theparent,guardianor othercustodiantherights
providedforunder42 Pa.C.S.§~6337(relating to right to counsel)and
6338 (relating to otherbasic rights).

§ 6316. Admissionto privateandpublichospitals.
(a) Generalrule.—Childrenappearingto sufferany physical or mental

[trauma which may constitutechild abuseshall be admitted to and
treatedin appropriate]conditionwhich may constitutechild abuseshall
be admittedto, treatedand maintainedin facilities of private and public
hospitalson thebasisof medicalneedandshall not be refusedor deprived
in any way of propermedicaltreatmentandcare.

(b) Failure of hospitalto admit child.—Thefailureof ahospitalto admit
andproperly treatand care for a child pursuantto subsection(a) shall be
causefor thedepartmentto order immediateadmittance,treatmentandcare
by the hospital which shall be enforceable,if necessary,by the prompt
institutionof acivil actionby thedepartment.Thechild, throughanattorney,
shall also have the additional and independentright to seek immediate
injunctive relief andinstituteanappropriatecivil actionfor damagesagainst
the hospital.
§ 6317. [Reporting]Mandatoryreporting andpostmorteminvestigationof

deaths.



SESSIONOF 1994 Act 1994-151 1301

A personor official requiredto report casesof suspectedchild abuse,
includingemployeesof acounty[childrenandyouthsocialservice]agency
[and its child protective service],who hasreasonablecauseto suspectthat
achild diedas aresultof child abuseshallreportthat[fact to the] suspicion
to the appropriate coroner. The coroner shall accept the report for
investigationandshall report his fmding to thepolice, the district attorney,
the appropriate[child protectiveservice]countyagencyand, if thereport
is madeby ahospital,thehospital.
§ 6318. Immunity from liability.

(a) Generalrule.—A person, hospital, institution, school, facility [or
agencyparticipating],agencyoragencyemployeethatparticipatesin good
faith in the maldng of a report, cooperatingwith an investigation [or],
testifyingin aproceedingarisingout of aninstanceof suspectedchild abuse,
the taking of photographsor the removalor keepingof a child pursuantto
section 6315 (relating to taking child into protectivecustody), and any
official or employeeof a county agencywho refersa report of suspected
abuse to law enforcementauthorities or provides services under this
chapter,shall haveimmunity from [any civil or] civil and criminal liability
that might otherwiseresult by reasonof thoseactions.

(b) Presumptionof goodfaith.—For thepurposeof anycivil or criminal
proceeding,the goodfaith of a personrequiredto reportpursuantto section
6311 (relatingtopersonsrequiredtoreportsuspectedchild abuse)andof any
personrequiredto makea referral to law enforcementofficers under this
chapter shall be presumed.
§ 6331. Establishmentof pendingcomplaint file [and], Statewidecentral

registerandfile of unfoundedreports.
Thereshallbe establishedin thedepartment:

(1) A pendingcomplaintfile of child abusereportsunderinvestigation
and a file of reports under investigationpursuant to SubchapterCi
(relating to studentsin public andprivate schools).

(2) A Statewidecentralregisterof child abusewhichshall consistof
foundedandindicatedreports[of child abuse].

(3) A file of unfoundedreportsawaiting expunction.
§ 6332. Establishmentof Statewidetoll-free telephonenumber.

(a) Generalrule.—ThedepartmentshallestablishasingleStatewidetoll-
free telephonenumberthatall persons,whethermandatedby law or not, may
use to report casesof suspectedchild abuse.A [child protectiveservice
may] countyagencyshall usethe Statewidetoll-free telephonenumberfor
determiningtheexistenceof prior foundedor indicatedreportsof child abuse
in the Statewidecentralregisteror reportsunderinvestigationin thepending
complaint file.

(b) Limitation on use.-—A[child protectiveservice]countyagencymay
only requestandreceiveinformationpursuantto this subsectioneitheron its
own behalfbecauseit has receiveda report of suspectedchild abuseor on
behalf of a physician examining or treating a child or on behalf of the
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directoror apersonspecificallydesignatedin writing by thedirector of any
hospitalor othermedicalinstitutionwhereachild is beingtreated,wherethe
physicianor thedirectoror apersonspecificallydesignatedin writing by the
directorsuspectsthe child of beingan abusedchild.
§ 6333. Continuousavailability of department.

The departmentshall be capableof receivingoral reportsof child abuse
madepursuantto this chapter,reports under section6353,2 (relating to
responsibilitiesof countyagency)andreportsummariesof childabusefrom
[child protective services] county agencies and shall be capable of
immediately identifying prior reportsof child abuseand prior reports of
abuseor injury under SubchapterC.1 (relating to studentsin public and
private schools) in the Statewide central register and reports under
investigationin the pendingcomplaint file and of monitoringthe provision
of child protectiveservices24 hoursa day, sevendaysaweek.
§ 6334. Dispositionof complaintsreceived.

(a) Noticeto [childprotectiveservice]countyagency.—Uponreceiptof
a complaint of suspectedchild abuse,the departmentshall immediately
transmitorally to the appropriate[child protectiveservice]county agency
noticethatthecomplaintof suspectedchild abusehasbeenreceivedandthe
substanceof the complaint.If theStatewidecentralregisteror the pending
complaint file containsinformation indicating a prior report or a current
investigation concerninga subject of the report, the departmentshall
immediatelynotify theappropriate[child protectiveservice]county agency
of this fact. The appropriate county agencyshall mean the agencyin the
county wherethe suspectedchild abuseoccurred. If the residencyof the
subjectsis afactor that requiresthe cooperationof more than-one c-ounty-
agency,the departmentshall developregulationsto ensurethe cooperation
of thoseagenciesin carrying out the requirementsof this chapter.

(b) Referralfor servicesor investigation.—Ifthecomplaintreceiveddoes
not suggestsuspectedchild abusebutdoessuggesta needfor socialservices
or other services or investigation, the departmentshall transmit the
information to the county [children and youth socialservice] agencyor
other public agency for appropriateaction. The information shall not be
consideredachild abusereportunlessthe agencyto which the information
was referred has [reasonto believe] reasonablecause to suspectafter
investigationthat abuse occurred.If the agency has [reason to believe]
reasonablecauseto suspectthat abuseoccurred,the agencyshall notify the
department,andtheinitial complaintshallbeconsideredtohavebeenachild
abusereport.

(c) Recordingin pendingcomplaintflle.—Uponreceiptof acomplaintof
suspectedchild abuse, the department shall maintain a record of the
complaint of suspectedchild abusein the pending complaint file. Upon
receipt of a report under section 6353.2 (relating to responsibilitiesof
countyagency),the departmentshallmaintaina recordof the reportin the
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report file under section 6331 (relating to establishmentof pending
complaintfile, Statewidecentralregisterandfile of unfoundedreports).
§ 6335. Informationin pendingcomplaint[file] andunfoundedreportfiles.

[(a) Information authorized.—No information other than that
permitted to be retained in the Statewidecentral register in section6336
(relating to information in Statewidecentral register) shall be retained
in the pendingcomplaint file or otherwise by the department.]

(a) Informationauthorized.—Theinformationcontainedin thepending
complaintfile shall be limited to the information required in sections
6313(c) (relating to reporting procedure) and 6353.2 (relating to
responsibilitiesofcountyagency).The informationcontainedin thefilefor
unfoundedreportsshall be limited to the information requiredby section
6336 (relating to informationin Statewidecentralregister).

(b) Accessto information.—Exceptasprovidedin sections6332(relating
to establishmentof Statewidetoll-free telephonenumber),6334 (relating to
dispositionof complaintsreceived),6340 (relatingto releaseof information
in confidentialreports)and6342 (relating to studiesof datain records),no
person,other than an employeeof the departmentin the courseof official
duties in connectionwith the responsibilitiesof the departmentunder this
chapter,shall at any time have accessto any information in the pending
complaint file or Statewidecentral register. Information in the file of
unfoundedreportsshall be availableonly to employeesof the department
pursuantto thissubsection,to subjectsofareportpursuantto section6340
andto theOfficeofAttorneyGeneralpursuantto section6345 (relatingto
audits by AttorneyGeneral) until the reports are expungedpursuantto
section6337(relating to dispositionofunfoundedreports).
§ 6336. Information in Statewidecentralregister.

(a) Information authorized.—TheStatewidecentralregistershall include
andshall be limited to the following information:

(1) The names,SocialSecuritynumbers,age andsexof the subjects
of thereports.

(2) Thedateor datesandthenatureandextentof theallegedinstances
of suspectedchild abuse.

(3) The homeaddressesof the subjectsof the report.
(4) The countyin whichthe suspectedabuseoccurred.
(5) Family composition.
(6) The nameandrelationshipto theabusedchild of [the personor

personsresponsibleforcausingtheabuse.]otherpersonsnamedin the
report.

(7) Factors contributingto the abuse.
[(7)] (8) The sourceof thereport.
[(8)] (9) Servicesplannedor provided.
[(9)] (10) Whetherthereportis afoundedreportor anindicatedreport.
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(11) Information obtained by the department in relation to a
perpetrator’sor schoolemployee’srequestto release,amendorexpunge
informationretainedby the departmentor the countyagency.

[(10)] (12) Theprogressof anylegal proceedingsbroughton thebasis
of the report of suspected child abuse.

(13) Whethera criminal investigationhasbeenundertakenandthe
resultof the investigationand ofanycriminalprosecution.

No informationother thanthatpermittedin this subsectionshallberetained
in the Statewidecentralregister~,the pendingcomplaint file or otherwise
by the department].

(b) Type of informationreleased.—Exceptasprovidedin sections6334
(relatingto dispositionof complaintsreceived),6335 (relatingto information
in pendingcomplaint [file] and unfoundedreportfiles), 6340 (relating to
releaseof informationin confidentialreports)and 6342 (relating to studies
of datain records),personsreceivinginformationfrom theStatewidecentral
registeror pendingcomplaint file may beinformed only as to:

(1) Whether the report is a foundedor indicatedabuseor is under
investigation.

(2) The number of such reports.
(3) The nature and extent of the alleged or actual instances of

suspectedchild abuse.
(4) The countyin which thereportsare investigated.
(5) Any other information available which would further the

purposesof thischapter.
(c) Limitation onreleaseof information.—Exceptasprovidedin sections

6334, 6335, 6340 and 6342, no information shall be releasedfrom the
Statewidecentralregisterorpendingcomplaintfile unlesspursuantto section
6332 (relating toestablishmentof Statewidetoll-free telephonenumber)and
unlessthedepartmenthaspositively identifiedtherepresentativeof the[child
protective service] county agency requesting the information and the
departmenthas inquired into and is satisfiedthat the representativehasa
legitimate need,within the scopeof official duties andthe provisionsof
section6332,to obtaintheinformation.Information in the Statewidecentral
registeror pendingcomplaint file shall not be releasedfor anypurposeor to
any individual not specifiedin section6340.
§ 6337. Dispositionof unfoundedreports.

(a) Generalrule.—Whenareport of suspectedchild abuseis determined
by the appropriate [child protective service] county agency to be an
unfounded report, theinformation concerningthat reportof suspectedchild
abuse shall be expunged from the pending complaint file [within 12 months
of], assoonaspossible,but no laterthan 120daysafter the date the report
was received by the department,and no information other than that
authorized by subsection (b), which shall not include any identifying
information on any subject of the report, shallberetainedby thedepartment.
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(b) Absenceof otherdetermination.—Ifan investigationof a report of
suspectedchild abuseconductedby theappropriate[childprotectiveservice]
countyagencypursuantto thischapterdoesnot determinewithin 60 daysof
the date of the initial report of the instanceof suspected child abuse that the
report is afoundedreport, an indicated report or an unfoundedreport, or
unlesswithin thatsame60-dayperiod courtactionhasbeeninitiated andis
responsiblefor the delay,the reportshall beconsideredto be anunfounded
report, andall information identifying the subjectsof the report shall be
expunged[within 12 months] no later than 120 daysafter the datethe
report was received by the department.The agency shall advise the
departmentthat court action or an arrest has beeninitiated so that the
pending complaint file is kept current regarding the status of all legal
proceedings and [expungement]expunction delayed. [Nothing in this
subsection shall in any way limit the powers and duties of the
departmentas provided in section 6343 (relating to investigating
performanceof child protectiveservice).]

(c) [Expungement] Expunction of information.—All information
identifying the subjectsof any reportof suspectedchild abuseand of any
report underSubchapterC.1 frelating to studentsin public andprivate
schools)determinedto be an unfoundedreportshall be expungedfrom the
pendingcomplaint file [within 12 monthsof the date the report was
receivedby the department.The expungement]pursuantto this section.
Theexpunctionshall be mandatedandguaranteedby thedepartment.
§ 6338. Dispositionof foundedandindicatedreports.

(a) Generalrule.—Whena report of suspectedchild abuseor a report
underSubchapterC.1 (relating to studentsin public andprivate schools)
is determined by the appropriate [child protective service] countyagencyto
be a founded report or an indicatedreport, the informationconcerningthat
report of suspected child abuseshall be expungedimmediately from the
pending complaint file, and an appropriateentry shall be made in the
Statewidecentralregister.Noticeof thedeterminationmustbe givento the
subjectsof the report, other than the abusedchild, and to the parent or
guardian of the affectedchild or studentalongwith an explanationof the
implications of the determination.Notice given to [subjectsof the report]
perpetratorsof child abuseand to schoolemployeeswho are subjectsof
indicated reportsfor school employeesor foundedreportsfor school
employeesshallincludenotice thattheir ability to obtain employmentin a
child-carefacility orprogram orapublic orprivateschoolmaybe adversely
affected by entry of the report in the Statewide central register. The notice
shall also inform the [subject of the report of his right, at any time, to
requestthe secretaryto amend,sealor expungeinformationcontained
in the Statewidecentral register]recipient of his right, within 45 days
afterbeingnotifiedofthestatusofthereport, to appealan indicatedreport,
and his right to a hearingif therequestis denied.
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1(b) Expungementof information when child attains 18 years of
age.—Ali informationidentifying thesubjectsof all indicatedreportsand
all informationidentifying thesubjectchild of all foundedreportsshall
be expungedwhenthe subjectchild reachestheageof 18 years,unless
anotherreport is received involving the same child, his sibling or
offspring, or anotherchild in the careof the personsresponsiblefor the
subject child’s welfare. The identifying information may then be
maintainedin the registerfor five years after the subsequentcaseor
reportis closed.Theexpungementshallbemandatedandguaranteedby
the department.]

(b) Expunction of information when child attains 23 years of
age.—Exceptasprovidedin subsection(c),all informationwhich identifies
the subjectsoffoundedandindicatedchild abusereportsshalUw-expunged
when the subjectchild reaches the age of23. The expunctionshall be
mandatedandguaranteedby thedepartment.

(c) Retentionof information.—Asubfile shall be establishedin the
Statewidecentralregisterto indefinitelyretain thenamesofperpetratorsof
child abuseandschoolemployeeswhoaresubjectsoffoundedor indicated
reportsonly if the individual’s SocialSecuritynumberor dateof birth is
known to the department.The subfile shall not include identifying
informationregarding othersubjectsof the report.
§ 6339. Confidentialityof reports.

Exceptasotherwiseprovidedin thissubchapter,reportsmadepursuantto
this chapter,including, but not limited to, report summariesof child abuse
andwritten reports madepursuantto section 6313(b) and (c) (relating to
reporting procedure)as well as any other information obtained,reports
written or photographs orX-rays takenconcerningallegedinstancesof child
abusein the possessionof thedepartment~,acountychildren andyouth
social serviceagencyor a child protectiveservice]or a county agency
shallbe confidential.
§ 6340. Releaseof information in confidentialreports.

(a) General rule.—Reports specified in section 6339 (relating to
confidentiality of reports) shall only be made available to:

(1) An authorized official of a [child protective service in the course
of official] countyagencyorofan agencyofanotherstatethatperforms
protectiveservicesanalogousto those servicesperformedby county
agenciesor the departmentin the course of the official’s duties,
multidisciplinaryteammembersassignedto thecaseandduly authorized
personsproviding services pursuant to section 6370(a) (relating to
[servicesfor protectionof child at homeor in custody]voluntary or
court-orderedservices;findingsofchild abuse).

(2) A physician examining or treating a child or the director or a
personspecificallydesignatedin writing by thedirectorof anyhospitalor
othermedicalinstitution whereachild is beingtreatedwhenthephysician
or thedirector or the designeeof thedirector suspectsthe child of being
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an abusedchild~.]or a child allegedto be in needofprotectionunder
thischapter.

(3) A guardianad litem or court designatedadvocatefor the child.
(4) An authorized official or agent of the departmentin accordance

with departmentregulationsor in accordance with the conduct of a
performanceaudit as authorized by section 6343 (relatingto investigating
performance of [child protective service] countyagency).

(5) A court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to a court order.
(5.1) A court of commonpleas in connection with any matter

involvingcustodyofa child. Thedepartmentshall provideto the court
anyreportsandfiles which the court considersrelevanL

(6) A standingcommitteeof the GeneralAssembly,as specifiedin
section6384 (relating to legislativeoversight).

(7) The Attorney General.
(8) Federalauditors if required for Federal fmancial participation in

funding of agencies except that Federal auditors may not [have access to
identifiable reports.] removeidentifiable reportsor copiesthereoffrom
the departmentor countyagencies.

(9) Law enforcementofficials of any jurisdiction, as long as the
information is relevant in the courseof investigatingcasesof:

(i) Homicide, sexual abuse,sexualexploitation or seriousbodily
injury perpetratedby personswhetheror not relatedto the victim.

(ii) Child abuse perpetratedby persons who are not family
members.

(iii) Repeatedphysicalinjury to achild undercircumstanceswhich
indicatethat the child’s healthor welfare is harmedor threatened.

(iv) A missingchild report.
(10) Law enforcementofficials who shall receive, immediatelyafter

the countyagencyhas ensuredthe safetyofthe child, reportsof abuse
[in which the initial review], either orally or in writing, accordingto
regulationspromulgatedby the department,from the countyagencyin
which the initial report ofsuspectedchild abuseor initial inquiry into
the report gives evidencethat the abuseis:

(i) homicide,sexual abuse,sexual exploitation or seriousbodily
injury perpetratedby persons,whetheror not relatedto the victim~,];
or

(ii) child abuseperpetratedby personswhoarenot familymembers.
[Reportsreferredto law enforcementofficials shall be on forms
provided by and according to regulationspromulgatedby the
department.
(11) Countycommissioners,towhomthedepartmentshallforward

specific files upon request, for review when investigating the
competenceof countychildren andyouth employees.]
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(11) Designatedcountyofficials, in reviewingthecompetenceof the
countyagencyor itsemployeespursuantto thischapter,Officialsunder
thisparagraphare limited to thefollowing:

(i) Theboardofcommissionersincountiesotherthancountiesof
thefirst class.

(ii) Mayor in a city of thefirst class underthe act ofApril 21,
1949 (P.L.665, No.155),knownas the First ClassCity HomeRule
Act.

(iii) An individual serving as a county chief executive as
designatedby a countyhomerule charter or optionalplanform of
governmentpursuantto the act ofApril 13, 1972 (P.L.184,No.62),
knownas theHomeRule Charterand OptionalPlansLaw.
(12) A mandatedreporter of suspectedchild abuse as definedin

section6311 (relating to personsrequiredto reportsuspectedehilciabuse)
who made a report of abuse involving the subject child, but the
informationpermitted to be releasedto the mandatedreportershall be
limited to the following:

(i) The final status of the child abuse report following the
investigation,whetherit be indicated,foundedor unfounded.

(ii) Any servicesprovided,arrangedfor or to beprovided by the
[child protectiveserviceto protectthe child from furtherabuse.]
countyagencyto protect the child.
(13) Persons required to make reports under Subchapter C.1

(relating to studentsin public andprivate schools).Information under
thisparagraphshall belimited to thefinal statusofthereportfollowing
the investigationas to whether the report is indicated,foundedor
unfounded.

(14) A prospectiveadoptiveparent,approvedby an adoptionagency,
whenconsideringadoptingan abusedchild in the custodyofa county
agency.Thecountyagencyhavingcustodyofthechild andtheadoption
agencyshall determinethe scopeanddetail ofinformationwhich must
be provided so that the prospectiveparent may make an informed
decisionto adopt.
(b) Release of information to subject [child] ofreport.—Atanytime and

upon written request, a subject of a report may receive a copy of all
information, except that prohibited from being disclosed by subsection (c),
containedin the Statewide centralregisteror in any report filed pursuant to
section6313 (relating to reportingprocedure).

(c) Protectingidentityof personmakingreport.—~The]Exceptforreports
pursuantto subsection(a)(9) and (10), the releaseof data that would
identify thepersonwhomadeareportof suspectedchild abuseor theperson
who cooperatedin a subsequentinvestigation is prohibited unless the
secretaryfinds that the releasewill not be detrimentalto the safetyof that
person. Law enforcementofficials shall treat all reporting sourcesas
confidentialinformants.
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[(d) Definition.—As used in this section, “serious bodily injury”
meansbodily injury which createsasubstantialrisk of deathor which
causesseriouspermanentdisfigurementorprotractedloss-or-impairment
of the functionof anybodily memberor organ.]

(d) Exclusionofadministrativeinformation.—Informationmaintained
in theStatewidecentralregister which was obtainedfroman investigating
agencyin relationto an appealrequestshall notbereleasedto anyperson
excepta departmentofficial, asprovidedby regulation.
§ 6341. Amendment~,sealing or expungement] or expunction of

information.
(a) General rule.—At any time:

(1) Thesecretarymay amend~,seal]or expungeanyrecordunderthis
chapterupon goodcauseshownandnoticeto theappropriatesubjectsof
thereport.

(2) [A subjectof areportmayrequestthesecretaryto amend,seal
or expungeinformationcontainedin the Statewidecentralregister]
Anypersonnamedasa perpetrator,andanyschoolemployeenamed,in
an indicatedreportofchild abusemay, within 45 daysofbeingnotified
ofthestatusofthereport, requestthesecretaryto amendor expungean
indicatedreport on the grounds that it is inaccurateor it is being
maintainedin a manner inconsistentwith this chapter.
(b) Reviewof grantof request.—Ifthesecretarygrantstherequestunder

subsection (a)(2), the Statewide centralregister,appropriate[childprotective
service]countyagency and all subjects shall be so advised [within seven
daysfrom the date]of thedecision.The [child protectiveservice]county
agency and any subjecthave45 days in which to file an administrative
appeal with the secretary. If an administrative appeal is received, the
secretary or his designatedagentshall scheduleahearingpursuantto Article
IV of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Welfare
Code,andattendingdepartmentalregulations.If no administrativeappealis
receivedwithin thedesignatedtimeperiod,theStatewidecentralregistershall
comply with the decision of the secretary and advise the [child protective
service] countyagency to amend~, seal] or expungethe informationin their
recordsso thatthe recordsareconsistentatboth theStateandlocal levels.

(c) Review of refusalof request.—Ifthe secretaryrefusesthe request
undersubsection(a)(2) or doesnot act within a reasonabletime,but in no
eventlater than30 daysafter receiptof therequest,the [subject]perpetrator
or schoolemployeeshall havetheright to a hearingbefore the secretaryor
adesignatedagentof thesecretaryto determinewhetherthe summaryofthe
indicatedreport in the Statewidecentralregister[or the contentsof any
report filed pursuantto section6313] shouldbe amended~,sealed]or
expungedon thegroundsthat it is inaccurate or that it is being maintained
in a manner inconsistentwith this chapter. The perpetrator or school
employeeshallhave45daysfrom thedateofthe lettergivingnoticeofthe
decisionto denythe requestin which to requesta hearing.Theappropriate
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[child protective service]countyagencyshallbegivennoticeof thehearing.
The burdenof proof in the hearing shall be on the appropriate [child
protectiveservice]countyagency.The departmentshall assistthe [child
protectiveservice]countyagencyas necessary.[In the hearings,the fact
that therewas a court finding of child abuseshall be presumptive
evidencethat the reportwas substantiated.]

(d) Stay of proceedings.—Anyadministrative appeal proceeding
pursuantto subsection(b) shall beautomaticallystayedupon noticeto the
departmentby either of the parties when there is a pendingcriminal
proceedingor a dependencyor delinquencyproceedingpursuantto 42
Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relating tojuvenilematters),includinganyappealthereof,
involvingthe samefactualcircumstancesas theadministrativeappeal.

[(d)] (e) Order.—Thesecretary or designated agent may make any
appropriateorderrespectingtheamendment[orexpungement]orexpunction
of suchrecordsto makethem accurateor consistentwith therequirementsof
this chapter.

[(e) Notice of expungement.—Writtennotice of an expungementof
anyrecord,madepursuantto the provisionsof this chapter,shallbe
serveduponthesubjectof therecordwhowasresponsiblefor theabuse
andtheappropriatechild protectiveservice.The latter, uponreceiptof
the notice,shall takeappropriate,similar actionin regardto the local
child abuserecordsand inform, for thesamepurpose,the appropriate
coronerif that officer hasreceivedreports pursuantto section6367
(relating to reports to departmentand coroner). Whenever the
investigationrevealsthat the reportis unfoundedbut that the subjects
needservicesandvoluntarily acceptservices,the countychildren and
youthsocialserviceagencymayretainthoseportionsof its-recordswhich
do not specifically identify the sourceof the investigationor reportas
suspectedchild abuse.]

(f) Noticeofexpunction.—Writtennoticeofan expunctionofany-child
abuserecord madepursuant to the provisions of this chaptershall be
serveduponthe subjectoftherecordwho wasresponsiblefor the abuseor
injury and the appropriate county agency.Exceptas provided in this
subsection,the county agency,upon receipt of the notice, shall take
appropriate,similar action in regard to the local child abuseand school
employeerecords and inform, for the samepurpose, the appropriate
coroner ~fthat officer has received reports pursuant to section6367
(relating to reports to departmentand coroner). Wheneverthe county
agencyinvestigationreveals,within 60 days of receiptof the report of
suspectedchild abuse,that the report is unfoundedbut that the subjects
needservicesprovidedorarrangedby thecountyagency,the-countyagency
mayretain thoserecordsandshallspecifically identify that thereport was
an unfoundedreportofsuspectedchild abuse.

[(f) Access to sealedrecord.—Oncesealed,a record shall not be
otherwiseavailableexceptasprovidedinsection6342(relatingtostudies
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of datain records)or exceptif thesecretary,uponnoticeto thesubjects
of the report,gives personalapprovalfor anappropriatereason.]
§ 6343. Investigatingperformanceof [child protectiveservice] county

agency.
(a) Generalrule.—If,within 30 days from the dateof an initial reportof

suspected child abuse, the appropriate [child protectiveservice] county
agency has not [properly] investigated the report and informed the
departmentthat thereport is an indicatedreport or an unfoundedreport or
unless within that same 30-day period the report is determinedto be a
foundedreport, the departmentshall [immediately] havethe authority to
begin an inquiry into the performance of the [child protectiveservice]
countyagencywhich inquiry may includeaperformanceauditof the [child
protectiveservice]countyagencyasprovidedin subsection(b). On thebasis
of thatinquiry, thedepartmentshall takeappropriateactiontorequiret-hatthe
provisionsof this chapterbe strictly followed, which action may include,
without limitation, the institution of appropriate legal action and the
withholding of reimbursementfor all or part of the activitiesof the county
[childrenandyouthsocialservice]agency.Thedepartmentshalldetermine
in its review whether the county agency has sufficiently documented
reasonswhythe investigationhasnotbeencompletedin the30-dayperiod.

(b) Performanceaudit.—Notwithstandingany other provision of this
chapter,the secretaryor a designeeof the secretarymay direct, at their
discretion,andafterreasonablenoticeto thecountyagency,aperformance
auditof any activity engagedin pursuantto thischapter.
§ 6344. Informationrelating to prospectivechild-carepersonnel.

(b) Informationsubmittedby prospectiveemployees.—Administratorsof
child-careservicesshall requireapplicantsto submitwith their applications
the following informationobtainedwithin theprecedingone-yearperiod:

(2) A certificationfrom thedepartmentas to whetherthe applicantis
namedin the centralregisteras the perpetratorof afounded[or] report
ofchild abuse,indicatedreportof child abuse,foundedreportfor school
employeeor indicatedreportforschoolemployee.[An indicatedreport
shall not be included until the departmentadopts regulations
specifyingthemannerin whichthe investigationrequiredby sections
6366 (relating to continuousavailability to receivereports)through
6372 (relating to protectingwell-being of children detainedoutside
home)is to be conducted.]

(c) Grounds for denying employment.—In no case shall anadministrator
hire an applicant wherethe departmenthas verified that the applicant is
namedin the centralregisteras theperpetratorof afoundedreportof child
abuse committed within the five-year period immediately preceding
verification pursuantto this section.In no caseshallan administratorhire an
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applicantif theapplicant’scriminalhistory record informationindicatesthe
applicanthasbeenconvicted~,within five yearsimmediatelyprecedingthe
dateof the report,]of oneor moreof thefollowing offensesunderTitle 18
(relatingto crimesandoffenses):

Chapter25 (relating to criminal homicide).
Section 2702(relating to aggravatedassault).
Section2709(relating to harassmentandstalking).
Section2901 (relating to kidnapping).
Section2902(relating to unlawful restraint).
Section 3121 (relating to rape).
Section3122(relating to statutoryrape).
Section3123 (relating to involuntary deviatesexualintercourse).
Section3125 (relating to aggravatedindecentassault).
Section3126(relating to indecentassault).
Section 3127 (relating to indecentexposure).
Section4303 (relating to concealing death of child born out of

wedlock).
Section4304(relating to endangeringwelfareof children).
Section4305 (relating to dealingin infantchildren).
A felony offenseunder section 5902(b) (relating to prostitution and

relatedoffenses).
Section 5903(c)or (d) (relating to obsceneandothersexualmaterials

andperformances).
Section 6301 (relating to corruptionof minors).
Section 6312(relating to sexualabuseof children).

§ 6345. Audits by Attorney General.
TheAttorney Generalshall conductamandatedauditdonerandomlybut

at leastonceduring eachyearon an unannouncedbasisto ensurethatthe
[expungement]expunctionrequirementsof this chapterarebeing fully and
properly conducted.
§ 6346. Cooperationof otheragencies.

(a) General rule.—Thesecretarymay requestand shall receivefrom
Commonwealthagencies,political subdivisions,anauthorizedagencyor any
otheragencyproviding servicesunder the local [child] protectiveservices
plan any assistanceand datathatwill enablethedepartmentandthe [child
protectiveservices]countyagencyto fulfill their responsibilitiesproperly,
includinglaw enforcementpersonnelwhenassistanceisneededinconducting
an investigation[of allegedchild abuse]or an assessmentof risk to the
child. School districtsshall cooperatewith thedepartmentandtheagencyby
providing them uponrequestwith theinformationasis consistentwith law.

(b) Willfulfailure to cooperate.—Anyagency,schooldistrict orfacility
oranypersonactingon behalfof an agency,schooldistrictor facility that
violatesthissectionby willfully failing to cooperatewith thedepartmentor
a countyagencywheninvestigatinga report ofsuspectedchild abuseora
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report underSubchapterC.1 (relating to studentsin public and private
schools)or whenassessingrisk to a child commitsa summaryoffensefor
a first violation and a misdemeanorof the third degreefor subsequent
violations.

(c) Cooperation of county agency and law enforcement
agencies.—.Consistentwith theprovisionsofthischapter,thecountyagency
andlaw enforcementagenciesshallcooperateandcoordinate,to thefullest
extentpossible,theirefforts to respondto reportsofsuspectedchild abuse
andto reportsunderSubchapterC.1.

(d) Adviceto county agency.—Whenevera report of suspectedchild
abuse is referredfrom a county agency to a law enforcementagency
pursuantto section6340(a)(9) and(10) (relating to releaseof information
in confidentialreports), assoonas possible,and withoutjeopardizingthe
criminal investigationor prosecution,the law enforcementagencyshall
advisethe countyagencyas to whethera criminal investigationhasbeen
undertakenand the results of the investigationand of any criminal
prosecution.The county agencyshall ensure that the information is
referredto the Statewidecentralregister.
§ 6347. Annual reportsto GovernorandGeneralAssembly.

(a) Generalrule.—No later than [April 15] May 1 of everyyear,the
secretaryshall prepareand transmit to the Governor and the General
Assemblyareporton theoperationsof thecentralregisterof child abuseand
[the various] child protectiveservicesprovided by countyagencies.The
reportshallincludeafull statisticalanalysisof thereportsof suspectedchild
abuse made to the departmentand the reports under SubchapterC.1
(relating to studentsin public andprivateschools),togetherwith areport
on theimplementationof thischapterandits totalcosttotheCommonwealth,~
the evaluationof the secretaryof servicesoffered under this chapterand
recommendationsfor repealor foradditionallegislationtofulfill thepurposes
of this chapter.All suchrecommendationsshould contain an estimateof
increasedordecreasedcostsresultingtherefrom.Thereportshallalsoinclude
an explanationof servicesprovidedto children who were the subjectsof
founded or indicated reports [of child abuse]while receiving child-care
services.The departmentshall alsodescribeits actions in respectto the
perpetratorsof the abuse.

(b) Reports from county agencies.—Toassist the department in
preparingits annualreport, eachcountyagencyshallsubmita quarterly
report to the department, including, at a minimum, the following
information,on an aggregatebasis,regardinggeneralprotectiveservices,
child protectiveservicesandaction underSubchapterC.1:

(1) Thenumberofreferralsreceivedandreferralsaccepted.
(2) The number of children over whom the agency maintains

continuingsupervision.
(3) Thenumberofcaseswhichhavebeenclosedby the agency.
(4) Theservicesprovidedto children andtheirfamilies.
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§ 6349. Penalties.
(a) Failureto amendor expungeinformation.—

(1) A personor official authorizedto keepthe recordsmentionedin
section 6337 (relating to disposition of unfoundedreports) or 6338
(relating to dispositionof foundedand indicatedreports) who willfully
fails to amendor expungethe information when required commitsa
summaryoffensefor the first violation anda misdemeanorof the third
degreefor asecondor subsequentviolation.

(2) A personwho willfully fails to obey afmal order of the secretary
or designatedagentof thesecretaryto amendor expungethe summaryof
the report in the Statewidecentralregisteror the contentsof any report
filed pursuantto section6313 (relatingto reportingprocedure)commitsa
summaryoffense.
(b) Unauthorizedreleaseof information.—Apersonwhowillfully releases

or permitsthereleaseof any [dataand]informationcontainedin thepending
complaint file, the Statewidecentral registeror the [child welfare] county
agencyrecordsrequiredby thischapter~,including recordsmaintainedby
any county children and youth social service agencyand any child
protectiveservice,] to personsor agenciesnot permittedby thischapterto
receivethat informationcommitsa misdemeanorof the third degree.Law
enforcementagenciesshall insure the confidentiality and security of
informationunderthischapter.A person,includingan employeeofa law
enforcementagency,who violatestheprovisionsofthis subsectionshall, in
addition to other civil or criminal penaltiesprovidedby law, be denied
accessto the informationprovidedunderthis chapter.

Section4. Chapter63 of Title 23 is amendedby addingsubchaptersto
read:

SUBCHAPTERC.1
STUDENTSIN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Sec.
6351. Definitions.
6352. Schoolemployees.
6353. Administration.
6353.1. Investigation.
6353.2. Responsibilitiesof countyagency.
6353.3. Information in Statewidecentralregister.
6353.4. Other provisions.

§ 6351. Definitions.
Thefollowing wordsandphraseswhenusedin thissubchaptershallhave

themeaningsgivento themin thissectionunlessthecontextclearlyindicates
otherwise:
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“Administrator.” Thepersonresponsiblefor theadministrationof apublic
or privateschool,intermediateunit or areavocational-technicalschool.The
termincludesan independentcontractor.
§ 6352. Schoolemployees.

(a) Requirement.—
(1) Exceptas provided in paragraph(2), aschoolemployeewho has

reasonablecauseto suspect,on the basisof professionalor other training
andexperience,that a studentcoming before the schoolemployeein the
employee’sprofessionalor official capacityis avictim of seriousbodily
injury or sexualabuseor sexualexploitationby a school employeeshall
immediatelycontactthe administrator.

(2) If the schoolemployeeaccusedof seriouslyinjuring or sexually
abusingor exploiting astudentis theadministrator,theschoolemployee
whohasreasonablecauseto suspect,on thebasisof professionalor other
trainingandexperience,thatastudentcomingbefore theschoolemployee
in the employee’sprofessionalor official capacityis a victim of serious
bodily injury or sexual abuseor sexual exploitation shall immediately
reportto law enforcementofficials andthedistrictattorneyundersection
6353(a) (relating to administration).If an administrator is the school
employeewho suspectsinjury or abuse,the administratorshall makea
reportundersection6353(a).

(3) Theschoolemployeemaynot revealtheexistenceor contentof the
reportto any otherperson.
(b) Immunity.—A schoolemployeewho refersareportundersubsection

(a) shallbe immunefrom civil andcriminal liability arisingout of the report.
(c) Criminal penalty.—

(1) A schoolemployeewho willfully violatessubsection(a) commits
a summaryoffense.

(2) A schoolemployeewho,afterbeingsentencedunderparagraph(1),
violatessubsection(a) commitsa misdemeanorof the third degree.

§ 6353. Administration.
(a) Requirement.—Anadministratorandaschoolemployeegovernedby

section6352(a)(2)(relatingto schoolemployees)shallreport-immediatelyto
law enforcementofficials and the appropriatedistrict attorneyany report of
seriousbodily injury or sexualabuseor sexualexploitationallegedto have
beencommittedby aschoolemployeeagainsta student.

(b) Report.—Areport undersubsection(a) shall include the following
information:

(1) Name,age,addressandschoolof the student.
(2) Nameandaddressof the student’sparentor guardian.
(3) Nameandaddressof theadministrator.
(4) Name,work andhomeaddressof the schoolemployee.
(5) Natureof the allegedoffense.
(6) Any specific commentsor observationsthat aredirectly relatedto

the allegedincident andthe individualsinvolved.
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(c) Immunity.—Anadministratorwhomakesareportundersubsection(a)
shallbe immunefrom civil or criminal liability arisingout of thereport.

(d) Criminalpenalty.—Anadministratorwhowillfully violatessubsection
(a) commitsa misdemeanorof the third degree.
§ 6353.1. Investigation.

(a) Generalrule.—Uponreceiptof areportundersection6353 (relating
to administration),an investigation shallbe conductedby law enforcement
officials, in cooperationwith thedistrict attorney,andadeterminationmade
asto whatcriminalcharges,if any,will befiled againsttheschoolemployee.

(b) Referral to county agency.—
(1) If local law enforcementofficials havereasonablecauseto suspect

on the basis of initial review that there is evidenceof seriousbodily
injury, sexual abuse or sexual exploitation committed by a school
employeeagainstastudent,locallaw enforcementofficials shallnotify the
countyagencyin thecountywheretheallegedabuseor injury occurredfor
thepurposeof theagencyconductinganinvestigationof theallegedabuse
or injury.

(2) To the fullest extentpossible,law enforcementofficials and the
county agencyshall coordinatetheir respectiveinvestigations.In respect
to interviewswith the student,law enforcementofficials andthe county
agency shall conductjoint interviews.In respectto interviewswith the
schoolemployee,law enforcementofficials shall be givenanopportunity
to interviewtheschoolemployeeprior to theemployeehavinganycontact
with the countyagency.

(3) Thecountyagencyandlawenforcementofficials havetheauthority
toarrangeforphotographs,medicaltestsor X-raysof astudentallegedto
havebeenabusedor injuredby aschoolemployee.Thecountyagencyand
law enforcementofficials shall coordinatetheir efforts in thisregardand,
to the fullest extentpossible,avoid the duplication of any photographs,
medicaltestsor X-rays.

(4) Law enforcementofficials andthecountyagencyshalladviseeach
otherof the statusand findings of their respectiveinvestigationson an
ongoingbasis.

§ 6353.2. Responsibilitiesof countyagency.
(a) Information for the pending complaint file.—Immediately after

receivingareportundersection6353.1 (relatingto investigation),thecounty
agencyshallnotify the departmentof the receiptof thereport,which is to be
filed in thependingcomplaintfile asprovidedin section6331(l) (relatingto
establishmentof pendingcomplaintfile, Statewidecentralregisterand-file-of
unfoundedreports).The oral reportshall includethe following information:

(1) The nameandaddressof the studentandthe student’sparentor
guardian.

(2) Wherethesuspectedabuseor injury occurred.
(3) The ageandsex of thestudent.
(4) The natureandextentof thesuspectedabuseor injury.
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(5) The nameand homeaddressof the schoolemployeeallegedto
havecommittedthe abuseor injury.

(6) The relationshipof thestudentto theschoolemployeeallegedto
havecommittedthe abuseor injury.

(7) The sourceof the reportto the countyagency.
(8) Theactionstakenby thecountyagency,law enforcementofficials,

parents,guardians,schoolofficials or otherpersons,including the taking
of photographs,medicaltestsandX-rays.
(b) Investigationof reports.—Uponreceipt of a report under section

6353.1, the county agency shall commence, within the time frames
establishedin departmentregulations,an investigationof thenature,extent
and causeof any allegedabuse or injury enumeratedin the report The
countyagencyshall coordinateits investigationto the fullestextentpossible
with law enforcementofficials as providedin section6353.1(b).

(c) Completionof investigation.—Theinvestigationby thecountyagency
to determinewhetherthereportis an indicatedreportfor schoolemployeeor
anunfoundedreport shallbe completedwithin 60 days.

(d) Notice to subjectof a report.—Priorto interviewinga subjectof the
report, thecountyagencyshall orally notify thesubjectof thereport of the
existenceof thereportandthe subject’srightsunder thischapterin regard~to
amendmentor expungement.Within 72 hoursfollowing oral notification to
the subject,the countyagencyshallgive written noticeto the subject.The
notice may be reasonablydelayed if notification is likely to threatenthe
safety of the studentor the county agencyworker, to causethe school
employeeto abscondor to significantly interfere with the conductof a
criminal investigation.

(e) Relianceon factualinvestigation.—Thecountyagencymayrely on a
factual investigation of substantially the same allegations by a law
enforcementofficials to supportthe agency’sfinding. This relianceshallnot
relievethe countyagencyof its responsibilitiesrelating to the investigation
of reportsunder thissubchapter.

(1’) Noticeto the departmentof thecounty agency’sdeternmination.—As
soonasthecountyagencyhascompletedits investigation,thecountyagency
shalladvisethedepartmentandlaw enforcementofficials of its determination
of the report as an indicatedreport for school employeeor an unfounded
report.Supplementalreportsshall be madeat regularintervalsthereafterin
amannerandform thedepartmentprescribesby regulationto theendthatthe
departmentis keptfully informedandup-to-dateconcerningthestatusof the
report.
§ 6353.3. Informationin Statewidecentralregister.

The Statewidecentralregisterestablishedundersection6331 -(relatingto
establishmentof pendingcomplaintfile, Statewidecentralregisterandfileof
unfoundedreports) shall retain only the following information relating to
reportsof abuseor injury of astudentby aschoolemployeewhichhavebeen



1318 Act 1994-151 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

determinedto beafoundedreportfor schoolemployeeor anindicatedreport
for schoolemployee:

(1) The names,SocialSecuritynumbers,ageandsex of thesubjects
of the report.

(2) The homeaddressof the subjectsof thereport.
(3) Thedateandthe natureandextentof the allegedabuseor injury.
(4) The countyandstatewheretheabuseor injury occurred.
(5) Factorscontributingto the abuseor injury.
(6) The sourceof the report.
(7) Whetherthe reportis afoundedor indicatedreport
(8) Informationobtainedby the departmentin relationto the school

employee’srequestto release,amendor expungeinformationretainedby
the departmentor thecountyagency.

(9) The progressof any legalproceedingsbroughton thebasisof the
report.

(10) Whethera criminal investigationhas beenundertakenand the
resultof theinvestigationandof any criminal prosecution.

§ 6353.4. Other provisions.
The following provisions shall apply to the releaseand retention of

informationby thedepartmentandthe countyagencyconcerningreportsof
abuse or injury committed by a school employeeas provided by this
subchapter:

Section6336(b) and(c) (relating to informationin Statewidecentral
register).

Section 6337 (relatingto dispositionof unfoundedreports).
Section 6338(a)and(b) (relatingtodispositionoffoundedand~indicated~

reports).
Section 6339 (relating to confidentiality of reports).
Section6340(relatingto releaseof informationin confidential-reports).
Section6341(a) through(1) (relating to amendmentor expunctionof

information).
Section6342 (relating to studiesof datain records).

SUBCHAPTERC.2
BACKGROUND CHECKS FOREMPLOYMENT IN SCHOOLS

Sec.
6354. Definitions.
6355. Requirement
6356. Exceptions.
6357. Fee.
6358. Time limit for official clearancestatement.
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§ 6354. Definitions.
Thefollowing wordsandphraseswhenusedin this subchaptershallhave

themeaningsgiventothemin thissectionunlessthecontextclearlyindicates
otherwise:

“Applicant.” An individual who applies for a position as a school
employee.The termincludesanindividual whotransfersfrom oneposition
as aschoolemployeeto anotherpositionas a schoolemployee.

“Administrator.” Thepersonresponsiblefor theadministrationofapublic
or privateschool,intermediateunit or area vocational-technicalschool. The
term includesapersonresponsiblefor employmentdecisionsin aschooland
an independentcontractor.
§ 6355. Requirement

(a) Investigation.—
(1) Exceptasprovidedinparagraph(2), anadministratorshallrequire

eachapplicantto submitan official clearancestatementobtainedfrom.The
departmentwithin the immediately precedingyear as to whether the
applicantis namedas theperpetratorof an indicatedor afoundedreport
or is named as the individual responsiblefor injury or abusein an
indicatedreport for school employeeor a founded report for school
employee.

(2) The official clearancestatementunderparagraph(1) shall not be
requiredfor an applicantwho:

(i) transfersfrom one position as a school employeeto another
positionasaschoolemployeeof thesameschooldistrictor of thesame
organization;and

(ii) has,prior to thetransfer,alreadyobtainedtheofficial clearance
statementunderparagraph(1).

(b) Groundsfor denyingemployment—Exceptas provided in section
6356 (relating to exceptions),an administratorshall not hire an applicantif
the departmentverifies that the applicant is namedas the perpetratorof a
foundedreportor is namedas theindividual responsiblefor injury or abuse
in a founded report for school employee.No individual who is a school
employeeon theeffectivedateof this subchaptershall berequiredto obtain
an official clearancestatementunder subsection(a)(1) as a condition of
continuedemployment.

(c) Penalty.—Anadministratorwhowillfully violatesthissectionshallbe
subject to an administrative penalty of $2,500. An action under this
subsectionis governedby 2Pa.C.S.Ch. 5 Subch.A (relating to practiceand
procedureof Commonwealthagencies)and Ch. 7 Subch.A (relating to
judicial review of Commonwealthagencyaction).
§ 6356. Exceptions.

Section6355 (relating to requirement)shall not apply to any of the
following:

(1) A schoolemployeewhois:
(i) under21 yearsof age;
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(ii) participatingin ajob developmentor job trainingprogram;and
(iii) employedfor not more than90 days.

(2) A schoolemployeehiredon aprovisionalbasispendingreceiptof
informationundersection6355(a) if all of the following apply:

(1) Theapplicantdemonstratesapplicationfor theofficial clearance
statementundersection6355(a).

(ii) The applicantattestsin writing by oathor affirmation thatthe
applicantis not disqualified undersection6355(b).

(iii) The administratorhas no knowledge of information which
would disqualify the applicantundersection 6355(b).

(iv) The provisionalperiod doesnot exceed:
(A) 90 daysfor an applicantfrom anotherstate;and
(B) 30 daysfor all otherapplicants.

(v) The hiring doesnot take placeduring astrikeunderthe ac
July 23, 1970 (P.L.563, No.195), known as the Public Employe
RelationsAct.

§ 6357. Fee.
Thedepartmentmay chargea fee of not more than$10 for the official

clearancestatementrequiredundersection6355(a)(relating to requirement).
§ 6358. Time limit for official clearancestatement

Thedepartmentshallcomplywith theofficial clearancestatementrequests
undersection6355(a) (relating to requirement)within 14 daysof receiptof
the request

Section5. Sections 6361, 6362, 6363, 6364, 6365, 6366, 6367 6368,
6369,6370,6371 and6372of Title 23 areamendedto read:
§ 6361. Organization[of’] for child protective[service]services.

[(a) Establishment.—Unlessthe departmentfinds it is unfeasible,
everycountychildren andyouthsocial serviceagencyshallestablisha
Child ProtectiveServicewithin the agency.The departmentmaywaive
the requirementthat a county establish a separatechild protective
serviceupon ashowingby thecountythat:

(1) A separatechild protectiveservice:
(i) would not beconduciveto the bestinterestsof all children

within the countywho needpublic child welfareservices;and
(ii) would not be feasibleor economical.

(2) Thegoalsandobjectivesof thischapterwill continueto be met
if awaiveris granted.

If thedepartmentgrantsawaiverunderthissubsection,thecountyshall
beboundby all otherprovisionsof this chapter,includingrequirements
concerningthe maintenanceanddisclosureof confidentialinformation
andrecords.

(b) Staff andorganization.—Thechild protectiveserviceshallhave
asufficientstaffof sufficient qualificationsto fulfill the purposesof this
chapterandbe organizedin suchaway asto maximizethe-continuity-of
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responsibility,careandservicesof individual workerstowardindividual
childrenandfamilies.

(c) Functionsauthorized.—Thechild protectiveserviceshallperform
thosefunctionsassignedby this chapterto it andonly suchothersthat
would further the purposesof this chapter.]

(a) Establishment—Everycounty agencyshall makeavailable child
protective services within the agency. The departmentmay waive the
requirementthat a countyagencybe the solecivil agencyfor receiptand
investigationofreportspursuantto section6362 (relatingto~r.sponsibilities
of county agencyfor child protective services)upon a showingby the
countythat:

(1) It is participating in a demonstrationprojectfor or has become
part of an approvedcombinedintakesystemfor public humanservice
agenciesas permitted by departmentregulations. Nothing in this
paragraph is intendedto permit noncountygovernmentagenciesto
participate in the receiptandinvestigationofthe reports.

(2) Thegoalsandobjectivesof this chapterwill continueto be met
~fa waiver is granted.

If thedepartmentgrantsa waiverunderthissubsection,thecountyagency
and its agentsshall be bound by all otherprovisionsof this chapter,
including requirementsconcerningthe maintenanceand disclosure of
confidentialinformationandrecords.

(b) Staffandorganization.—Thecountyagencyshall havea sufficient
staffofsufficientqualificationstofulfill thepurposesof thischapterand
beorganizedina wayto maximizethe continuityofresponsibility,careand
servicesofindividualworkerstoward individualchildrenandfamilies.The
department,by regulation, shall set forth staff-to-family ratios for the
various activities required of the county agency under this chapter,
including reports and investigations of suspectedchild abuse, risk
assessmentandtheprovisionor monitoringofservicesto abusedchildren
and theirfamilies.

(c) Functionsauthorized.—Thecountyagencystaffshallperformthose
functionsassignedto it by thischapterandsuchotherfunctionsaswould
further thepurposesof thischapter.
§ 6362. Responsibilitiesof county agencyfor child protective[service]

services.
(a) Generalrule.—The[childprotectiveservice]countyagencyshallbe

thesolecivil agencyresponsibleforreceivingandinvestigating-allreportsof
child abusemadepursuantto this chapter, specifically including, but not
limited to, reportsof child abusein facilitiesoperatedby thedepartmentand
otherpublic agencies,for the purposeof providing protectiveservicesto
preventfurtherabusesto childrenandto provideor arrangefor andmonitor
the provisionof thoseservicesnecessaryto safeguardandensurethe well-
beinganddevelopmentof thechild andto preserveandstabilizefamily life
whereverappropriate.
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(b) Assumptionof responsibilityby department.—Whenthe suspected
abusehasbeencommittedby thecounty[childrenandyouth-social-service]
agencyor any of its agentsor employees,thedepartmentshall assumethe
roleof theagencywith regardtotheinvestigationanddirectlyreferthechild
for services.

(c) Action by agenciesfor abuse by agents or employees.—Where
suspectedchild abuse has occurred and an employeeor agentof the
departmentor the county[children andyouth socialservice]agencyor a
privateor public institution is asubjectof thereport,thedepartment,agency
or institution shall be informed of the investigationso that it may take
appropriateaction.

(d) Relianceon factual investigation.—Anagency charged by this
section or section 6361 (relating to organization for child protective
services)with investigatinga report ofchild abusemay rely on a factual
investigationofsubstantiallythe sameallegationsby a law enforcement
agencyto supporttheagency’sfinding. Thisreliance shall not, however,
limit the dutiesimposedby section6368(a) (relating to investigationof
reports).

(e) Risk assessment.—Eachcounty agencyshall implementa State-
approvedrisk assessmentprocessin performanceofits dutiesunderthis
subchapter.
§ 6363. [Local planfor child] Countyplanfor protectiveservices.

[(a) Generalrule.—No laterthanonceeachyearas requiredby the
department,eachcounty agencychild protectiveserviceshall prepare
andsubmitalocalplanfor theprovisionof child protectiveservices.The
local plan may be a componentof a countyhumanserviceplan or a
children andyouth planwhich maybe requiredby the actof June13,
1967 (P.L.31,No.21),knownas the Public WelfareCode.

(b) Certification by department.—Thedepartmentshall certify
whetheror not the local plan fulfills the purposesof and meets the
requirementssetforth in this chapter.If the departmentcertifies that
the local plan doesnot do so, the departmentshall statethe reasons
thereforandmaywithholdreimbursementfor all orpartof-the-activities
of the agency.If the departmentfinds thataproposedlocal plandoes
not meetthe requirementsset forth in this chapter,the child protective
serviceshallrevisethe local plan in accordancewith the reasonsof the
departmentfor disapproval.]Thecountyagencyshall includeprovisions
forprotectiveservicesin its annualplanasrequiredby theactofJune13,
1967 (P.L.31,No.21),knownasthe Public WelfareCode.
§ 6364. Purchasingservicesof otheragencies.

Any otherprovisionof law notwithstandingbut consistentwith sections
6361 (relating toorganization[of’] for child protective[service]services)and-
6362 (relating to responsibilitiesof county agencyfor child protective
[service]services),the county[children andyouth socialservice]agency,
basedupon the [local] planof servicesasprovidedin section6363(relating
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to [local planfor child] countyplanforprotectiveservices),may purchase
andutilize the servicesof anyappropriatepublic or private agency.
§ 6365. Servicesfor preventionandtreatmentof child abuse.

Each [child protectiveservice] county agency shall make available
among its services for the prevention and treatment of child abuse
multidisciplinary teams, instruction and education for parenthoodand
parentingskills, protective and preventivesocial counseling,emergency
caretakerservices,emergencysheltercare,emergencymedicalservicesand
theestablishmentof self-helpgroupsorganized[by formerabusingparents
to encourageself-reportingandself-treatmentof presentabusers.]for the
preventionand treatmentof child abuse,part-day services,out-of-home
placementservices,therapeuticactivitiesfor child andfamily directedat
alleviating conditionsthatpresenta risk to the safetyandwell-being ofa
child andanyotherservicesrequiredby departmentregulations.
§ 6366. Continuousavailability to receivereports.

Each[child protectiveservice]countyagencyshall receive24 hoursa
day,sevendaysaweek,all reports,bothoral andwritten, of suspectedchild
abuse in accordancewith this chapter, the [local] county plan for the
provisionof child protectiveservicesandtheregulationsof thedepartment.
§ 6367. Reportsto departmentandcoroner.

(a) Reportsto department—Uponthereceiptof eachreportof suspected
child abusemade pursuantto this chapter,the [child protectiveservice]
countyagencyshall immediatelytransmita child abusereport summaryas
providedin section6313(relating to reportingprocedure)to thedepartment.
Supplementalreportsshallbemadeatregularintervalsthereafterin-a-manner
and form the departmentprescribesby regulation to the end that the
departmentis kept fully informed and up-to-dateconcerningthe statusof
reportsof child abuse.

(b) Reportsto coroner.—The[child protectiveservice]county agency
shallgive telephonenoticeandforwardimmediatelyacopyof reportsmade
pursuantto thischapterwhich involve thedeathof achild to~theappropriate
coronerpursuantto section 6317 (relating to mandatory reporting and
postmorteminvestigationof deaths).
§ 6368. Investigationof reports.

(a) Generalrule.—Uponreceipt of each report of suspected child abuse,
the [child protectiveserviceshall commencewithin 24 hours] county
agencyshall immediatelycommencean appropriateinvestigation[which]
andseethe child immediately~femergencyprotectivecustodyis required
or hasbeenor shall betakenor jf it cannotbedeterminedfromthereport
whetheremergencyprotectivecustody is needed.Otherwise, the county
agencyshall commencean appropriate investigationand see the child
within 24 hours of receiptofthe report. The investigationshallincludea
determinationof therisk ofharm to thechild or childrenif theycontinueto
remainin theexistinghomeenvironment,as well asa determinationof the
nature,extentandcauseof anyconditionenumeratedin thereportand~,-after
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seeingto] any action necessaryto providefor the safety of the child or
children~,immediatelynotify thesubjects].During the investigation,the
countyagencyshallprovideorarrangeforservicesnecessaryto protectthe
child whilethe agencyis makinga determinationpursuantto this section.
If theinvestigationindicatesseriousphysicalinjury, a medicalexamination
shall beperformedon the subjectchild by a certifiedmedicalpractitioner.
Wherethere is reasonablecauseto suspectthere is a history ofprior or
current abuse,the medicalpractitioner has the authority to arrangefor
further medicaltestsor the county agencyhas the authority to request
furthermedicaltests.Theinvestigationshall includecommunicationwith
thedepartment’sserviceundersection6332 (relating to establishmentof
Statewidetoll-free telephonenumber).Prior to interviewinga subjectof the
report[in writing], the countyagencyshall orally notify the subjectwho is
about to be interviewedof theexistenceof the report, the subject’srights
under42 Pa.C.S.~ 6337(relating to right to counsel)and6338(relating
to otherbasicrights) and[their] thesubject’srightspursuant-to-thischapter
in regardto amendmentor expungement.Within 72 hoursfollowingoral
notificationto thesubject,the countyagencyshallgivewrittesrnottcetothe
subject.Thenoticemay be reasonablydelayedif notification is likely to
threaten the safety of the victim, a nonperpetrator subject or the
investigatingcountyagencyworker,to causetheperpetratorto abscondor
to significantly interfere with the conductof a criminal investigation.
However,the written noticemustbe providedto all subjectsprior to the
countyagency’sreachingafinding on the validity ofthe report

(a.1) Investigation of report concerning child-care service
personneL—Uponnotificationthatan investigationinvolves-suspectedc-hili
abuseperpetratedby child-care servicepersonnel,including a child-care
serviceemployee,serviceprovideroradministrator,therespectivechild-care
servicemustimmediatelyimplementa plan of supervisionor alternative
arrangementsubject to the countyagency’sapprovalfor the individual
underinvestigationto ensurethesafetyofthe childandotherchildren-who:
are in the care of the child-care service.Suchplan of supervisionor
alternativearrangementshall bekepton file with the countyagencyuntil
suchtimethat the investigationis completed.

(b) Conditions outside home environment.—Theinvestigation shall
determinewhetherthechild is beingharmedby factorsbeyondthe control
of the parentor otherpersonresponsiblefor the welfareof the child, and,if
so determined,the [child protectiveservice]countyagencyshallpromptly
takeall availablestepsto remedyandcorrecttheseconditions,inciuding,but
not limited to, the coordination of social servicesfor the child and the
family~.],or referralof thefamily to appropriateagenciesfor theprovision
ofservices.

[(c) Limitation of actions.—Theinvestigation shall be completed
within 30 days.The child protectiveserviceshalldetermine,within 30
days,whetherthe reportis “founded,” “indicated” or “unfounded.”]
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(c) Completion of investigations.—Theinvestigation by the county
agencyto determine whether the report is “founded,” “indicated” or
“unfounded” and whether to accept the family for service shall be
completed within 60 days in all cases. If, due to the particular
circumstancesof the case, the county agency cannot complete the
investigationwithin 30 days, theparticular reasonsfor the delayshall be
described in the child protective service record and available to the
departmentfor purposesof determiningwhether the countyagencyhas
strictly followed the provisions of this chapter and whether the county
agency is subject to action as authorized by section 6343 (relating to
investigatingperformanceof county agency).Wherea petition has been
filedunder42Pa.C.S.Cli. 63 (relating tojuvenilematters)allegingthatthe
child is a dependentchild, the county agencyshall makeall reasonable
efforts to completethe investigationto enablethe hearing on thepetition
to be heldasrequiredby 42 Pa.C.S.§ 6335 (relating to releaseor holding
ofhearing).

(d) Referralfor investigation.—Ifthe complaintof suspectedabuseis
determinedto be one which cannot be investigatedunder this chapter
becausethe personaccusedof the abuseis not a perpetratorwithin the
meaningofsection6303 (relatingto definitions),but doessuggestthe need
for investigation, the county agency shall immediately transmit the
informationto the appropriateauthorities.
§ 6369. Taking child into protectivecustody.

Pursuantto the provisionsof section 6315 (relating to taking child into
protectivecustody)andafter receiptofa court order,the [child protective
service] county agency shall take a child into protective custody for
protection from [further] abuse.No [child protective service] county
agencyworker may [enterthe homeof any individual for this purpose]
takecustodyofthe child withoutjudicial authorizationbasedon the merits
ofthesituation.
§ 6370. [Servicesfor protection of child at home or in custody.]

Voluntary or court-orderedservices;findingsof child abuse.
(a) Generalrule.—Basedon theinvestigationandevaluationconducted

pursuantto this chapter,the[child protectiveservice]countyagencyshall
provideor contractwith privateor public agenciesfor theprotectionof the
child at homewheneverpossibleandthose servicesnecessaryfor adequate
careof the child when placedin protectivecustody.Prior to offering these
servicesto afamily, theagencyshallexplain that it hasno legalauthorityto
compel thefamily to receivethe servicesbut may inform the family of the
obligationsandauthorityof the [child protectiveservice]countyagencyto
initiate appropriatecourtproceedings.

(b) Initiation of court proceeding.—
(1) In thosecasesin which an appropriateoffer of serviceis refused

and the [child protectiveservice]county agencydetermines~,or if the
service for any other appropriatereasondetermines,]that the best
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interestsof the child requirecourt action,the [child protectiveservice]
countyagencyshall initiate the appropriatecourtproceeding.The [child
protectiveservice]countyagencyshallassistthecourt duringall stages
of thecourtproceedingin accordancewith thepurposesof this chapter.

(2) (i) If thecountyagencydeemsit appropriatein a dependencyor
delinquencyproceeding, including an instancein which the alleged
perpetratorhasaccessorposesa threatto a child,the countyagency
maypetition the court under42 Pa.C,S.Cli. 63 (relating to juvenile
matters)for afinding ofchild abuse.

(ii) If the court makesa specificfinding that child abuseas
definedby this chapter has not occurred, the countyagencyshall
considerthe court’sfinding to be a determinationthat the reportof
suspectedabusewas an unfoundedreport. Thecounty agencyshall
immediatelynotVythe departmentof the changein the statusofthe
reportfroman indicatedreportto an unfoundedreport. Uponnotice,
thedepartmentshallberesponsiblefor expungingthe indicated-report
consistentwith the expunctionrequirementsof this chapter.

(iii) If there isa determinationthat thesubjectsoftheunfounded
reportneedservicesprovidedor arrangedby the countyagency,the
countyagencymayretain thoserecordsonly~fitspec~fically-id.ntiflee
the report as an unfoundedreportof suspectedchild abuse.

§ 6371. Rehabilitativeservicesfor child andfamily.
The[child protectiveservice]countyagencyshallprovideor arrangefor

and monitor rehabilitative services for children and their families on a
voluntary basisor underafinal or intermediateorderof the court.
§ 6372. Protectingwell-being of childrenmaintainedoutsidehome.

The[child protectiveservice]countyagencyshallbe asequallyvigilant
of the status,well-being and conditionsunderwhich achild is living and
being maintainedin a facility other than that of a parent, custodian or
guardian from which the child has beenremovedas the service is of the
conditionsin the dwellingof the parent,custodianor guardian.Wherethe
[child protectiveservice]countyagencyfmds that the placementfor any
temporary or permanentcustody, care or treatment is for any reason
inappropriateor harmful in any way to thephysicalor mentalwell-being of
thechild, it shall takeimmediatestepstoremedytheseconditionsincluding
petitioning thecourt.

Section6. Title 23 is amendedby addingsectionsto read:
~ 6373. Generalprotectiveservicesresponsibilitiesof countyagency.

(a) Program objectives.—Eachcounty agency is responsible for
administeringa program of generalprotective servicesto children and
youththat is consistentwith the agency’sobjectivesto:

(1) Keepchildren in their own homes,wheneverpossible.
(2) Preventabuse,neglectandexploitation.
(3) Overcomeproblemsthat result in dependency.
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(4) Providetemporary,substituteplacementin afosterfamilyhome
or residentialchild-carefacilityfor a child in needofcare.

(5) Reunitechildren and their families wheneverpossible when
childrenare in temporary,substituteplacement.

(6) Provide a permanent,legally assuredfamily for a child in
temporary,substitutecare who cannotbe returnedto his ownhome.

(7) Provideservicesandcare orderedby the courtfor children who
havebeenadjudicateddependenL
(b) Efforts to preventneedfor removalfrom home.—Inits effort to

assistthechild andthechild’sparents,pursuantto Federalregulations,the
county agencywill makereasonableefforts prior to the placementof a
child infestercareto preventoreliminatetheneedfor removalofthechild
from hishomeandto makeit possiblefor the child to return to home.

(c) Assistanceinobtainingavailablebenefits.—Thecountyagencyshall
aid the child andthefamily in obtaining benefitsand servicesfor which
they may qualifyunderFederal,Stateandlocal programs.

(d) Duplication of services.—Exceptwhere orderedby the court in a
proceedingbroughtunder42 Pa.C.S.Ch.63 (relating tojuvenilematters),
a countyagencyshallnot be requiredto duplicateserviceswhich are the
statutoryresponsibilityofanyotheragency.
~ 6374. Principlesandgoalsofgeneralprotectiveservices.

(a) Primary purpose.—Theprimary purpose of general protective
servicesis toprotectthe rightsandwelfareofchildrensothattheyhavean
opportunityfor healthygrowth anddevelopmenL

(b) Assistancetoparents.—Implicitin thecountyagency’sprotectionof
children is assistanceto parents in recognizingand remedyingconditions
harmful to their children and in fulfilling their parental duties more
adequately.
s~6375. Countyagencyrequirementsforgeneralprotectiveservices.

(a) Dutiesofcountyagency.—Thecountyagencyshall makeavailable
a programofgeneralprotectiveserviceswithin eachagency.Thecounty
agencyshallperformthosefunctionsassignedby this chapterandothers
that wouldfurtherthepurposesofthischapter.It shallhavesufficientstaff
ofsufficientqualificationsto fulfill the purposesof this chapterand be
organizedina wayasto maximizethe continuityofresponsibiit?,yxzre-and
serviceofindividual workerstoward individualchildren andfamilies.The
departmentby regulationshallsetforth staff-to-familyratiosfor thereceipt
andassessmentofreportsofchildrenin needofprotectiveservicesandfor
theprovision ofservicesto neglectedchildren andtheirfamilies.

(b) Organization of county agency.—Eachcounty agency shall be
organizedand staffedto ensurethat the agencycanprovide intakefor
generalprotectiveservices.Intakeoccurswhena reportor referral is made
to the agencyor when a parent or personresponsiblefor the child’s
welfare requeststhe assistanceof the agency.

(c) Assessmentfor services.—
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(1) Within 60 days of receiptof a report, an assessmentshall be
completedand a decisionon whetherto acceptthefamilyfor service
shall be made.Thecountyagencyshallprovide orarrangefor services
necessaryto protectthe child during theassessmentperiod.

(2) Each county agency shall implementa State-approvedrisk
assessmentprocessin performanceofits duties.
(d) Receivingandassessingreports.—Thecountyagencyshall be the

sole civil agency responsiblefor receiving and assessingall reports of
childrenin needofprotectiveservicesmadepursuantto thischapterfor the
purposeofproviding protectiveservicesto preventabuseor neglectto
childrenandto provideor arrangefor andmonitortheprovisionofthose
servicesnecessaryto safeguardand ensure the child’s well-being and
developmentandto preserveandstabilizefamily ljfe whereverappropriate.
The department may waive the receipt and assessmentrequirement
pursuant to section6361 (relating to organizationfor child protective
services).Nothing in thissubsectionlimits 42 Pa.C.S.§ 6304 (relating to
powersanddutiesofprobationofficers).

(e) Family serviceplan.—Thecountyagencyshall preparea written
family service plan in accordance with regulations adopted by the
department.

(U Typesofservices.—Eachcountyagencyshallmakeavailablefor the
prevention and treatmentof child abuseand neglect: multidisciplinary
teams, instruction and educationfor parenthoodand parentingskills,
protectiveandpreventivesocialcounseling,emergencycaretakerservices,
emergencysheltercare,emergencymedicalservices,part-dayservices,out-
of-homeplacementservices,therapeuticactivitiesfor the child andfamily
directedatalleviating conditionsthatpresenta risk to thesafetyandwell-
beingofa child andanyotherservicesrequiredby departmentregulations.

(g) Monitoring, evaluatingand assessing.—Thecounty agencyshall
frequentlymonitor theprovisionofservices,evaluatethe effectivenessof
theservices,conductin-homevisitsandmakeaperiodic assessmentofthe
risk of harm to the child.

(ii) Emergencycoverage.—Aspart of its generalprotectiveservices
program,a countyagencyshallprovide24-hour-a-dayemergencycoverage
andbe accessibleto thepublic.

(i) Protective custody.—Pursuantto section6315 (relating to taking
child intoprotectivecustody)andafterreceiptofa court order, the county
agencyshall takea child into protectivecustodyto protect thechild from
abuseorfurther neglect.Nocountyagencyworkermaytake custodyofa
child withoutjudicialauthorizationbasedon the meritsof the situation.

(1) Court action.—If the county agency determinesthat protective
servicesare in thebestinterestofa child and jf an offerofthoseservices
is refusedor 4fanyotherreasonexiststo warrantcourt action,the county
agencyshall initiate the appropriatecourt proceedings.
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(k) Adjudicationofdependency.—Thecountyagencyshallmaintainits
responsibilityforpetitioningthe courtwhennecessaryfor theadjudication
ofdependencyofa childpursuantto 42Pa.C.S.Cli. 63 (relating tojuvenile
matters).

(1) Assistanceto court.—Thecountyagencyshallassistthecourtduring
all stagesof a court proceedingin accordancewith the purposesof this
chapter’.
§ 6376. Appealswith respectto generalprotectiveservices.

(a) Rightto appeal.—Acustodialparentor personwho hasprimary
responsibilityfor the welfare ofa child may appealthe countyagency’s
decisionto acceptthefamilyforservices.Writtennoticeofthisright, along
withan explanationofthe agency’sdecision,shall begivento thefamily
withinsevendaysofthedecisionto acceptfor service.Thedepartmenthas
no authorityto modifyan order ofa courtof commonpleas.

(b) Receiptandgroundsof appeaL—Appealsmustbe receivedby the
countyagencywithin 45 daysofthedatewhenthenoticewas mailedto the
custodialparentorpersonwho hasprimary responsibilityfor the welfare
ofa child. Requestsmustbemadeon thegroundsthatthe child is or isnot
at risk ofabuseor neglecL

(c) Reviewanddecisionandrequestfor hearing.—Thecountyagency
shall review the requestand issue a written decision within 45 days of
receiptoftheappeal.litheagencydeniestherequest,the custodialparent
or personwho hasprimary responsibilityfor the welfare of a child may
requestahearing beforethe department.Therequestmustbe madewithin
45 daysof the dateofthe countyagency’sdecision.

(d) Hearing.—Ifa hearingis requested,thesecretaryorhisdesignated
agentshallschedulea hearingpursuanttoArticle IVoftheactofJune13,
1967 (P.L.31,No.21),knownas the Public WelfareCode,andapplicable
departmentregulations.Theburdenofproofin the hearingshall beon the
countyagency.Thedepartmentshallassistthecountyagencyasnecessary.

(e) Order.—Thedepartmentis authorizedandempoweredto makeany
appropriateorder regarding recordsto makethemaccurateor consistent
with the requirementsofthis chapter.

(U Other appeals.—Actionby a custodialparent or personwho has
primary responsibilityfor the welfareofa child underthissectiondoesnot
precludehisright to exerciseotherappealsavailablethroughdepartment
regulationsor the courts.
§ 6377. Caseloads.

Thedepartmentby regulationshall setforth staff-to-familyratiosfor
generalprotectiveservices.

“act” in enmlled bill.
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§ 6378. Purchaseofservices.
Exceptfor the receiptand assessmentofreports alleging a needfor

protectiveservices,thecountyagencymaypurchaseandutilizetheservices
of any appropriate public or private agency. The departmentshall
promulgateregulationsestablishingstandardsandqualificationsofperso.ns
or agenciesproviding servicesfor a countyagency.Thedepartmentmay,
by regulation, providefor the establishmentof regional facilities or a
regionalcoordinationoflicensedprofessionalserviceprovidersto provide
county agencieswith accessto licensedphysiciansandpsychologists,as
requiredby thissection.

Section7. Sections 6381(a) and (d), 6382 and 6383 of Title 23 are
amendedto read:
§ 6381. Evidencein courtproceedings.

(a) Generalrule.—Inadditionto therulesof evidence provided under 42
Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relating to juvenile matters),the rulesof evidencein this
section shall govern in child abuse proceedingsin court~.] or in any
departmentadministrativehearing pursuantto section6341 (relating to
amendmentor expunctionofinformation).

(d) Primafacie evidenceof abuse.—Evidencethat a child hassuffered
[seriousphysicalinjury, sexualabuseor seriousphysicalneglect] child
abuseof suchanatureas would ordinarily not be sustained or existexcept
by reasonof the acts or omissionsof the parentor otherpersonresponsible
for the welfareof thechild shall be prima facieevidenceof child abuseby
theparentor otherpersonresponsiblefor the welfareof thechild.
§ 6382. Guardianad litem for child in courtproceedings.

(a) Appointment.—Whenaproceedinghasbeeninitiated alleging child
abuse,thecourtshall appointa guardianadlitem for thechild.The guardian
ad litem shall be an attorneyatlaw.

(b) Powersandduties.—Theguardianadlitem shall be given accessto
all reportsrelevant to the caseand to any reportsof examinationof the
parentsor othercustodianof thechild pursuantto thischapter.Theguardian
ad litem shall be chargedwith therepresentationof thebestinterestsof the
child at every stage of the proceedingand shall make such further
investigationnecessaryto ascertainthe facts, interview wimesses,examine
and cross-examinewitnesses,make recommendationsto the court and
participatefurtherin theproceedingstothedegreeappropriateforadequately
representingthe child. Whenappropriatebecauseoftheageor mentaland
emotionalconditionofthe child, theguardianad litem shallalsodetermine
the wishesofthechild concerningtheproceedingsandshallcommunicate
thisinformationto the court.

(c) Duty of court.—The court shall~, upon considerationof] give
considerationto the petition of any attorney for the child~,] and when
deemedin the best interestsof a child order a local [child protective
service]countyagencyorotheragencyto establishandimplement,fully and
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promptly, appropriateservices,treatmentandplansfor achild foundin need
of them.The courtshall also~,uponconsiderationof] give consideration-to
the petition of an attorney for the child and when deemedin the best
interestsofthe child, terminateor alter the conditionsof any temporaryor
permanentplacementof a child.
§ 6383. Educationandtraining.

(a) Duties of departmentand county agencies.—Thedepartmentand
each[child protectiveservice]countyagency,bothjointly andindividually,
shall conducta continuingpublicity andeducationprogramfor the citizens
of this Commonwealthaimedat the preventionof child abuseand child
neglect,theidentificationof abusedandneglectedchildrenandtheprovision
of necessaryameliorativeservicestoabusedandneglectedchildren andtheir
families. [In addition,the departmentandeachchild protectiveservice]
Thedepartmentandeachcountyagencyshall conductanongoingtraining
andeducationprogramfor local staff, personsrequiredto makereportsand
other appropriatepersonsin order to familiarize those personswith the
reportingandinvestigativeproceduresforcasesof suspectedchild abuseand
the rehabilitative servicesthat are availableto children and families. In
addition, the departmentshall, by regulation, establish a program of
training and certjfication for personsclassifiedas protective services
workers.Theregulationsshallprovidefor thegrandfatheringofall current
permanentprotective services workers as certified protective services
workers. Upon request by the county agency and approval of the
department,theagencymayconductthe training ofthe county’sprotective
servicesworkers.

(a.1) Studyby department.—Thedepartmentshall conducta studyto
determinethe extentof the reporting of suspectedchild abuse in this
Commonwealthwherethe reportsupon investigationaredeterminedto be
unfoundedand to be knowinglyfalse and maliciously reportedor it is
believedthat a minor waspersuadedto makeor substantiatea falseand
maliciousreport. Thedepartmentshall submitthe report to the Governor,
GeneralAssemblyandAttorneyGeneralno later thanJune1, 1996.The
report shall include the department’sfindings and recommendationson
how to reducethe incidenceofknowinglyfalseand maliciousreporting.

(b) DutiesofDepartmentofState.—
(1) TheDepartmentof State shall maketraining and educational

programsand materialsavailablefor all professionallicensingboards
whose licenseesare charged with responsibilitiesfor reporting child
abuseunder this chapter with a program of distributing educational
materialsto all licensees.

(2) Eachlicensingboardwithjurisdictionoverprofessionallicensees
identjfiedas mandatedreportersunder this chapter shall promulgate
regulationswithin oneyearoftheeffectivedateofthissubsectionon the
responsibilitiesof mandatedreporters,Theseregulationsshall clarify
that theprovisionsofthis chaptertakeprecedenceoveranyprofessional
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standardthat might otherwiseapply in order to protect childrenfrom
abuse.
Section8. Title 23 is amendedby addingasection to read:

§ 6385. Reimbursementto countyagencies.
The department shall certify in accordance with the needs-based

budgetingprovisionsofArticle VII of the act ofJune13, 1967 (P.L.31,
No.21), known as the Public WelfareCode,a leveloffundssufficientto
meetthe costof servicesrequiredby theprovisionsof thischapter which
are reasonableandallowableas definedin Article VII.

Section9. TheDepartmentof PublicWelfareshall studythe advisability
of the adoptionof a protocol for the screeningof anonymousreferralsof
suspectedchild abusewhich might includerequiring somecorroborationof
theallegedabuseprior to thecommencementof anappropriateinvestigation
under 23 Pa.C.S.The Departmentof Public Welfare shall report its
conclusionsand recommendationsto the General Assembly regarding
anonymousreferralsno later thanJune1, 1996.

Section 10. Thisact shall takeeffect as follows:
(1) (i) The addition of 23 Pa.C.S.§~6362(e) and6375(c)(2) shall
take effect upon the effectivedateof regulationspromulgatedby the
Departmentof Public Welfare to implement theprovisionsof this act
or within threeyears from July 1, 1995,whicheveris earlier.

(ii) Subparagraph(i) does not precludethe departmentfrom
continuing to supportthe countyagenciesin thedevelopmentof risk
assessmentprocessesprior to theadoptionof regulations,asrequired
undersubparagraph(i).
(2) (i) The departmentshall promulgate regulationspertaining to
generalprotectiveservicesasprovidedunderthisactno laterthanJuly
1, 1997.

(ii) Regulationspertainingto generalprotectiveservicesthathave
beenadoptedby thedepartmentunder55 Pa.CodeCh. 3480 (relating
to Child ProtectiveServices - General) shall remain in effect until
regulationshavebeenadoptedpursuantto subparagraph(i).
(3) The amendmentor addition of 23 Pa.C.S.§~6337,6347, 6354,

6355,6356,6357,6358,6361(b),6365,6368and6383(a)shalltakeeffect
July 1, 1996.

(4) The amendmentor addition of 23 Pa.C.S.§~6373,6374, 6375
except(c)(2),6376,6377 and6378shall take effect July 1, 1997.

(5) The remainderof this act shall take effect July 1, 1995.

APPROVED—The16th day of December,A.D. 1994.

ROBERTP. CASEY


