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No. 1996-51

AN ACT

HB 1869

Amending the act of December 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319), entitled “An act
prescribingthe procedureunder which an owner may have land devoted to
agricultural use, agricultural reserve use, or forest reserveuse,valued for tax
purposesat the value it has for suchuses,and providing for reassessmentand
certain interestpaymentswhen such land is applied to other usesand making
editorial changes,”further providingfor separation,split-off or transfer.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section6 of theactof December19, 1974(P1.973,No.319),
known as the PennsylvaniaFarmlandandForestLand AssessmentAct of
1974,is amendedby addingsubsectionsto read:

Section6. Separation,Split-off or Transfer..~~~~** *

(b.1) Theownerofpropertysubjecttoapreferentialtaxassessmentmr~j
leaselandcoveredbythepreferentialtaxassessmenttobe usedfor wireless
or cellular telecommunicationwhenthefollowingconditionsaresatisfied:

(1) Thetract of land so leaseddoes not exceedone-halfofan acre.
(2) The tract of land does not have more than one communication

tower.
(3) Thetract ofland is accessible.
(4) Thetract ofland is not soldor subdivided.A leaseoflandshallnot

be considereda subdivisionunderthisparagraph.
(b.2) Use of land underthis sectionfor wireless servicesother than

wireless telecommunicationsmay only qual~fy~fsuch wireless services
sharea towerwith a wirelesstelecommunicationsproviderasprovidedfor
in subsection(b.1).Roll-backtaxesshall be imposedupon thetract ofland
leased by the landownerfor wireless or cellular telecommunications
purposesandthefair marketvalueofthat tract oflandshall be adjusted
accordingly.The leaseof such a tract of land shall not invalidate the
preferentialtax assessmentof the landwhich is not so leased,and such
landshall continueto be eligible for usevalueassessmentLI’ it continues
to meetthe requirementsofsection3.

(b.3) Thewirelessor cellular communicationsprovidershall be solely
responsiblefor obtaining required permits in connection with any
constructionon a tract of landwhich it leasespursuantto theprovisions
of this sectionfor telecommunicationspurposes.No permit requested
pursuantto this sectionshall be deniedby a municipalityfor anyreason
other thanfailure to strictly complywithpermitapplicationprocedures.



SESSIONOF 1996

Section 2. Thisactshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The31st day of May, A.D. 1996.
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