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No. 1996-141

AN ACT

HB 2511

Providingfor volunteer health services; limiting liability of avolunteer licenseholder;

and requiring reports.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This actshallbeknown andmaybecitedastheVolunteerHealthServices

Act.
Section2. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this act to increase the availability of primary health
careservicesby establishingaprocedurethroughwhichphysiciansandother
health care practitioners who are retired from active practice may provide
professionalservicesas a volunteer in approved clinics serving financially
qualified personsand in approved clinics locatedin medicallyunderserved
areasor health professionalsshortageareas.
Section 3. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Approvedclinic.” An organizedcommunity-basedclinic offeringprimary
healthcareservicesto individuals and familieswhocannotpay for theircare,
to medicalassistanceclients or to residents of medicallyunderservedareas
or healthprofessionalsshortageareas.The term mayinclude,but shallnotbe
limited to, a State health center, nonprofit community-basedclinic and
federally qualified healthcenter,as designatedby Federalrulemakingor as
approvedby the Departmentof Health or the Departmentof PublicWelfare.

“Board,” The StateBoardof Medicine, the StateBoardof Osteopathic
Medicine,theStateBoard of Dentistry, the StateBoardof Podiatry,theState
Board of Nursing, the State Board of Optometry and the State Board of
Chiropractic.

“Healthcarepractitioner.” An individuallicensedtopracticeacomponent
of the healingarts by a licensingboard within theDepartmentof State.

“Licensee.” An individual whoholdsacurrent,active,unrestrictedlicense
as ahealthcarepractitionerissuedby the appropriateboard.

“Primary health careservices.” The termincludes,but is not limited to,
regularcheckups,immunizations, schoolphysicals,health education,prenatal
andobstetricalcare,early periodic screeninganddiagnostictestingandhealth
education.
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“Volunteerlicense.” A licenseissuedby theappropriateboardtoaretired
individualwhodocuments,totheboard’ssatisfaction,thattheindividualwill
practicewithout personalremunerationin approvedclinics.
Section4. Volunteerstatus.

A licenseein good standingwho retiresfrom active practicemay apply,
on forms provided by the appropriateboard,to placethe licensee’slicense
on volunteerstatus.
Section5. Regulations.

Eachboard shall promulgateregulationsgoverningthe volunteerlicense
category.The regulationsshall include:

(1) Qualificationsfor placing a licenseon volunteerstatusafter the
effectivedateof this act.

(2) Criteria under which a licensee who, having retired in good
standingandallowedthelicensee’slicenseto becomeinactive-priorto the
effective dateof this act,may be issuedavolunteerlicense.

(3) Proceduresunderwhich a volunteerlicenseholder may returnto
active practice.

Section6. Licenserenewal;disciplinaryandcorrectivemeasures.
A volunteer license shall be subject to biennial renewal. Holders of

volunteer licenses shall be exempt from renewal fees imposed by the
appropriatelicensing board. Volunteer licenseesshall comply with any
continuingeducationrequirementsimposedby boardrulemakingasageneral
conditionof biennial renewal. In the enforcementof disciplinarymatters,
holdersof volunteerlicensesshall be subjectto thosestandardsof conduct
applicableto all licenseeslicensedby the appropriateboard.
Section7. Liability.

(a) Generalrule.—A holder of a volunteerlicensewho, in good faith,
rendersprofessionalhealthcareservicesunder this actshall notbe liable for
civil damagesarisingasaresultof any actor omissionin the renderingof
care unlessthe conductof the volunteerlicenseefalls substantiallybelow
professionalstandardswhich are generallypracticedand acceptedin the
communityandunlessit is shownthat the volunteerlicenseedid an actor
omittedthedoing of anactwhichthepersonwasunderarecognizeddutyto
a patientto do, knowing or havingreasonto knowthat theactor omission
createda substantialrisk of actualharmto thepatient.

(b) Application.—Thissectionshall not applyunlesstheapprovedclinic
postsin aconspicuousplaceonits premisesanexplanationof theexemptions
from civil liability providedundersubsection(a). The protectionsprovided
by this sectionshall not apply to institutional healthcareproviders,suchas
hospitalsor approvedclinics,subjectto vicariousliability for theconductof
avolunteerlicenseholder,The liability of suchinstitutional defendantsshall
be governedby the standardof careestablishedby commonlaw.
Section8. Report.

Beginning 30 daysafter theeffectivedateof thisact andevery30 days
thereafteruntil suchregulationsarein effect,thechairmenof the appropriate
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boards shall report in writing to the Commissionerof Professionaland
OccupationalAffairs on the statusof the volunteerlicenseregulations,who
shall convey the requiredreports to the standingcommitteeson Consumer
ProtectionandProfessionalLicensureandPublic HealthandWelfare of the
Senateandthe standingcommitteesonProfessionalLicensureandHealthand
Human Servicesof theHouseof Representatives.
Section9. Exemptions.

For the purposesof this act, licenseeswho are otherwisesubjectto the
provisionsof the act of October 15, 1975 (P.L.390,No.111),known as the
HealthCareServicesMalpracticeAct,shallbeexemptfrom there4uirements
of that actwith regard to the maintenanceof liability insurancecoverage.
Volunteer licensees holding a license issued by the State Board of
Chiropracticshall beexemptfrom theprovisionsof section508 of theactof
December16, 1986 (P.L.1646,No.188),knownas the ChiropracticPractice
Act.
Section 10. Statehealthcenters.

Servicesof volunteersshallnot besubstitutedfor thoseof Commonwealth
employees.
Section 11. Effectivedate.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The4th day of December,A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


