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AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
providing for facsimilebombs.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesisamended
by addinga section to read:
~ 5516. Facsimile bombs.

(a) Offensedefined.—Aperson commitsan offense ~f the person
knowinglymanufactures,sells,purchases,transportsorcausesanotherto
transport,possessesor usesafacsimilebomb with the intent to do anyof
thefollowing:

(1) Terr(fy, intimidate,threatenor harassan individual.
(2) Causealarm or reaction on the part of anyof thefollowing:

(i) A public or volunteerorganizationthatdealswith emergencies
involvingdangerto life orproperty.

(ii) A law enforcementorganization.
(b) Grading.—Anoffenseunderthis section is a misdemeanorofthe

seconddegree.
(c) Definition.—Asused in this section, the term “facsimile bomb”

meansa device which:
(1) resemblesin appearanceand externalqualitiesan explosiveor

incendiarydevice;but
(2) doesnot havethe capability to causean explosionor fire.

Section2. Thisact shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The31stday of October,A.D. 1997.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


