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(This JointResolutionNo. 3 was passedfor thefirst time atthe Legislative Sessionof
1996 asJointResolutionNo.2andfor the secondtimeat the LegislativeSessionof 1997
andwasapprovedby the electorateon November4, 1997.)

No. 1997-3

A JOINT RESOLUTION

HB 171

Proposinganamendmentto the Constitutionof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,
furtherprovidingfor absenteevoting.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. Thefollowing amendmentto the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniais
proposedin accordancewithArticle XI:

Thatsection14 of Article VII beamendedto read:
§ 14. Absenteevoting.

(a) TheLegislatureshall,by generallaw,provideamannerin which, andthe
time andplaceatwhich, qualifiedelectorswho may, on theoccurrenceof any
election,be absentfrom the [State or county] municipality of theirresidence,
becausetheirduties,occupationor businessrequirethemto beelse-whereorwho,
on the occurrenceof anyelection,are unableto attendat their properpolling
placesbecauseof illness or physicaldisability or who will notattenda polling
placebecauseof the observanceof a religious holiday or who cannotvote
becauseof electiondayduties,in thecaseof acountyemployee,mayvote,and
for the returnandcanvassof their votes in the electiondistrict in which they
respectivelyreside.

(b) For purposesof thissection,“municipality” meansa city, borough,
incorporated town, township or any similar general purpose unit of
governmentwhich maybecreatedby theGeneralAsseinbly.

Section 2. Upon the secondpassageby the General Assembly of this
proposedconstitutionalamendment,theSecretaryof theCommonwealthshall
proceedimmediatelytocomply with theadvertisingrequirementsof section1
of ArticleXI of theConstitutionof Pennsylvaniaandshalltransmitthe required
advertisementstotwonewspapersineverycounty in which suchnewspapersare
publishedin sufficient time after passageof this proposedconstitutional
amendment.The Secretaryof the Commonwealthshall submit this proposed
constitutionalamendmentto the qualifiedelectorsof thisCommonwealthatthe
first primary,generalor municipalelectionoccurringat leastthreemonthsafter
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the proposedconstitutionalamendmentis passedby the GeneralAssembly
whichmeetstherequirementsof andis in conformancewith section1 of Article
XI of theConstitutionof Pennsylvania.




