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AN ACT

SB 641

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,furtherproviding for law enforcementrecordsconcerning
juveniles; andproviding for postconvictionrelief.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section6308(c)(l) of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesis amendedto read:
§ 6308. Law enforcementrecords.

(c) Fingerprintsandphotographs.—
(I) Law enforcementofficers shall havethe authorityto takeor cause

to be takenthe fingerprints or photographs,or both,of any child who is
allegedto havecommittedan act designatedas amisdemeanoror felony
under the laws of this Commonwealthor of anotherstate if the act
occurredin that state or underFederallaw. If a child isfound to be a
delinquentchild pursuantto section6341 (relating to adjudication)on
thebasisofan act designatedasa misdemeanororfelonyor thechild’s
caseis transferredforcriminal prosecutionpursuantto section6355,the
law enforcementagencythat allegedthe child to be a delinquentchild
shalltakeor causeto be takenthefingerprintsandphotographsof the
child,~fnotpreviouslytakenpursuantto thiscase,andensurethatthese
records are forwarded to the central repository pursuant to section
6309(c)(relating to juvenilehistoryrecord information). If a child was
allegedto be delinquentby other than a law enforcementagency,the
court shall direct thejuvenileprobationdepartmentto ensurethat the
delinquentchild’s fingerprints and photographsare taken by a law
enforcementagency.

Section 2. Section9543 of Title 42 is amendedby addingasubsectionto
read:
§ 9543. Eligibility for relief.

(c) Extradition.—Ifthe petitioner’s conviction and sentenceresulted
from a trial conductedin his absenceand if the petitionerhasfled to a
foreigncountrythat refusesto extraditehimbecausea trial inabsentiawas
employed,thepetitionershall be entitledto thegrant ofa newtrial if the
r~fusingcountryagreesby virtue ofthisprovisionto return himandifthe
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petitionerupon suchreturn to thisjurisdictionso requests.Thissubsection
shall apply, notwithstandinganyother law or judgmentto the contrary.

Section3. Theaddition of 42Pa.C.S.§ 9543(c)shallapplyto all existing
caseswithin its provisions.

Section4. Thisactshall take effect as follows:
(1) Theamendmentof 42 Pa.C.S.§ 6308(c)(1) shall take effect in 60

days.
(2) Theadditionof 42Pa.C.S.§ 9543(c)shall takeeffect immediately.
(3) Section3 of thisactandthissection shalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The27th day of January.A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


