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AN ACT

SB 1087

AmendingTitle 23 (DomesticRelations)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
further providing for alimony, for alimony pendentelite, andfor contemptfor
violation of a protectionorderor agreement.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Sections3701(b)(14)and3702of Title 23 of thePennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,amendedDecember16, 1997 (P.L.549, No.58),are
amendedto read:
§ 3701. Alimony.

(b) Factorsrelevant.—Indeterminingwhetheralimony is necessaryand
in determining the nature,amount, duration and mannerof paymentof
alimony, the court shall considerall relevantfactors,including:

(14) The marital misconduct of either of the parties during the
marriage.The maritalmisconductof eitherof thepartiesfrom thedateof
final separation [may] shall not be consideredby the court in its
determinationsrelativeto alimony~.As usedin this paragraph, the term
“marital misconduct”shallinclude,but is not limited to], exceptthat
the courtshallconsidertheabuseof onepartyby theotherparty. As used
in thisparagraph,“abuse”shallhavethemeaninggiventoit undersection
6102 (relating to definitions).

§ 3702. Alimony pendentelite, counselfeesandexpenses.
[(a) Generalrule.—]In propercases,uponpetition,the courtmay allow

a spousereasonablealimony pendentelime, spousalsupportand reasonable
counsel fees andexpenses.Reasonablecounselfeesand expensesmay be
allowedpendentelite, andthecourt shall alsohave authority to direct that
adequatehealthandhospitalizationinsurancecoveragebemaintainedfor the
dependentspousependentelite.

[(b) Relevantfactors.—Indeterminingwhetheralimonypendentelite,
spousalsupport and reasonablecounselfeesand expensesare necessary
and in determining the amount of payment, the court shall considerall
relevant factors pursuant to section3701(b) (relating to alimony).]

Section 2. Section6114 of Title 23 is amendedby adding a subsectionto
read:
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§ 6114. Contemptfor violation of orderor agreement.

(a.2) Minor defendant.—Anydefendant who is a minor and who is
chargedwith indirect criminal contemptfor allegedlyviolating aprotection
from abuse order shall be consideredto have committed an alleged
delinquentact as that term is definedin 42 Pa.C.S.§ 6302 (relating to
definitions)andshall betreatedasprovidedin 42 Pa.C.S.Cli. 63 (relating
tojuvenile matters).

Section3. This act shall takeeffect as follows:
(1) Theadditionof 23 Pa.C.S.§ 6114(a.2)shalltakeeffect in 60days.
(2) The remainderof this act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The24th day of March, AD. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


