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No. 1998-71

AN ACT

FIB 135

Amendingthe actof April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),entitled“An actproviding for
and reorganizingthe conductof the executiveand administrativework of the
Commonwealthby the Executive Departmentthereof and the administrative
departments,boards,commissions,and officers thereof,including the boardsof
trusteesof State Normal Schools,or TeachersColleges; abolishing,creating,
reorganizing or authorizing the reorganization of certain administrative
departments,boards,and commissions;defining the powers and duties of the
Governorand other executiveand administrativeofficers, and of the several
administrativedepartments,boards,commissions,andofficers; fixing the salaries
of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive and
administrativeofficers; providing for the appointmentof certainadministrative
officers, and of all deputies and other assistants and employes in certain
departments,boards,andcommissions;andprescribingthe mannerin which the
numberandcompensationof thedeputiesandall otherassistantsandemployesof
certaindepartments,boardsandcommissionsshall bedetermined,”providing for
an osteoporosispreventionand educationprogram; eliminating the expiration
periodof televisedinternationalandinterstatesimulcastingsof horseraces;and
makingrepeals.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The actof April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175), known as The
AdministrativeCodeof 1929,is amendedby addingan article to read:

ARTICLEXXI-A
OSTEOPOROSISPREVENTIONAND EDUCATIONPROGRAM

Section2101-A. Scope.—Thisarticle governsosteoporosisprevention
andeducation.

Section2102-A. Definitions.—Thefollowing wordsandphraseswhen
usedin this article shall havethe meaningsgivento themin this section
unlessthe contextclearly indicatesotherwise:

“Department” shall mean the Department of Health of the
Commonwealth.

“Health careprovider” shall meanaphysician,registerednurse,dentist,
podiatrist, psychologist,physical therapist, certified registered nurse
practitioner, physician’s assistant, chiropractor, home health provider,
hospital, rehabilitationhospitalor long-termcarefacility.

“Program” shall mean the OsteoporosisPrevention and Education
Programestablishedundersection2103-A.

Section2103-A. Program.—(a) The departmentshall establish the
OsteoporosisPreventionandEducationProgram.
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(b) The departmentshall provide staff support and departmental
resourcesas necessaryto implementtheprogram.

(c) The departmentshall identify appropriate public and nonpublic
entities to assistin the implementationandoperationofthe program.

(d) Thedepartmentshallcollectandmaintainup-to-datescientjficand
other information that will increasepublic awarenessand contribute to
educationprograms,including, but not limitedto, riskfactors, appropriate
diet and exercise,diagnosticprocedures,Food andDrugAdministration-
approveddrug therapies,rehabilitation and safetyand injury prevention
measures.

(e) The department shall develop relationships with governmental
agencies,communityandbusinessleaders,communityorganizations,health
care andhumanserviceprovidersandnationalosteoporosisorganizations
to coordinate efforts andmaximizepublic andprivate resourcesin the
areasofprevention,educationandtreatment.

Section2104-A. Public AwarenessandEducation.—(a) Theprogram
shall includemethodsto raisepublicawarenessandto educateconsumers,
health care professionals,teachersand humanservice providers and to
engagein relatedactivitiesasappropriate.

(b) The departmentshall use various methodsfor raising public
awarenessofthe causesandeffectsofosteoporosis,personalriskfactors,
prevention, early detection and options for diagnosis and treatment,
including, but notlimited to:

(1) An outreach campaignutilizing print, radio and televisionpublic
serviceannouncements,advertisements,postersandother materials.

(2) Communityforums.
(3) Distribution of informationatpublic events.
(4) Targetingofat-riskpopulations.
(5) Provisionofreliable informationto policynzakers.
(6) Distribution of information through county and district health

offices, city and county health departments,schools,area agencieson
aging, employer weilness programs, health care providers, insurers,
includinghealthmaintenanceorganizations,andnonprofitandcominirnity
organizations.

(c) The department shall use methods to educate consumersof
osteoporosis-relatedservices,including, but not li,nitedto:

(1) Theprovisionofavailablebrochures,videotapesandothermaterials.
(2) TheestablishmentofaStatewidecapacityto provideinformationon

all aspectsofosteoporosis.
(3) The provision of educational information to consumers of

osteoporosis-relatedservicesthroughtheuseof a toll-free number.
(4) The provision of assistanceand encouragementto osteoporosis

supportgroups.
(5) Theprovisionofassistanceto groupsthat conductworkshopsand

seminarsfor the public.
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(d) The departmentshall usemethodsfor educatinghealthcare and
communityserviceprovidersregardingprevention,diagnosisandireatment~
detectionandtreatment,includingFoodandDrugAdministration-approved
medicationsandresearchadvances,including, butnot limited to:

(I) The identification and collection of educational materials for
professionals.

(2) The increasein awarenessamonghealthcare andhumanservice
providersregardingtheimportanceofprevention,earlydetectionFtreatment
andrehabilitation.

(3) The identificationofavailablecurriculafor educatinghealthcare
and humanservice providers and communitygroups and leaders on
prevention,detectionandtreatment.

(4) The encouragementof workshopsand seminarsfor professional
developmentin the care andmanagementof osteoporosispatients.

(5) The initiation of Statewide conferenceson osteoporosis as
appropriate.

Section2105-A. Repository.—(a)The departmentshall develop and
maintaina repositoryof informationprovidedto thedepartmentregarding
thefollowing:

(1) Researchprograms.
(2) Information on technicalassistancefor health care and human

serviceprovidersandorganizations.
(3) Servicesthat may be requiredby osteoporosispatients.
(4) Information on typesof servicesavailableto osteoporosispatients

in this Commonwealth.
(5) Information receivedfrom health care providers relating to the

numberandlocationofappropriatebonedensitytestingfacilitiesproWding
servicesin thisCommonwealth.

(b) The department shall provide health care and health service
providersandorganizationswith informationregardingthe-contentsof-the
repository and proceduresto accessthe information maintained in the
repository.

Section2106-A. Technical Assistance.—(a)The department shall
provide technical assistanceregarding the developmentof osteoporosis
programsandmaterials, including, but not limited to:

(1) Educationalinformationand materialson the causes,prevention,
detection,treatmentandmanagementof osteoporosis.

(2) Training.
(3) Health care professionaleducation, which may include clinical

conferences.
(4) Supportgroupsdevelopment.
(5) Training ofhomehealthaidesandnursing homepersonnel.
(b) The departmentmay consultwith national or Stateorganizations

with expertisein osteoporosisto obtainassistancein theimplementationof
theprogram.
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Section2107-A. GrantAcceptance.—Thedepartmentmayacceptgrants,
services and property from the Federal Government, foundations,
organizations,nzedicalschoolsand other entitiesasmay be availableto
carry out theprovisionsofthis article.

Section2108-A. Reporting.—Onor beforeDecember31 ofeachyear,
thedepartmentshall report to the GeneralAssemblyon theestablishment,
implementationandoperationof theprogram.

Section 2. The following actsandpartsof actsarerepealedto the extent
specified:

Section4 of the act of June 7, 1993 (P.L.86,No.18), entitled “An act
amendingtheact of December17, 1981 (P.L.435,No.135),entitled ‘An act
providing for the regulation of pari-mutuelthoroughbredhorseracing and
harnesshorseracingactivities; imposingcertaintaxesandproviding for the
dispositionof fundsfrom pari-mutueltickets,’ furtherproviding for general
powersof the commission,for the PennsylvaniaSire StakesFundand for
simulcastingof horseraces,”absolutely.

Section 3. Thisactshall take effect as follows:
(1) Section2of thisactandthissectionshalltakeeffectimmediately.
(2) Theremainderof this act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROvED—The18th dayof June,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


