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Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated

Statutes,furtherproviding for retaliationagainstwitness,victim orparty.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 4953 of Title 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 4953. Retaliationagainst[witnessor victim] witness,victim orparty.

(a) Offensedefined.—Apersoncommitsan offenseif heharmsanother
by any unlawful act or engagesin a courseof conduct or repeatedly
commitsacts which threatenanother in retaliation for anythinglawfully
donein thecapacityof witness[or], victim oraparty in a civil matter.

(b) Grading.—Theoffense is a felony of the third degreeif the
retaliation is accomplishedby any of the means specified in section
4952(b)(1)through (5) (relating to intimidation of witnessesor victims).
Otherwisetheoffenseis amisdemeanorof theseconddegree.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The20th dayof December,A.D. 2000.
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