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No. 2001-69

AN ACF

HB413

Amendingtheactof June29, 1953 (P.L.304,No.66),entitled“An actproviding for
the administrationof a statewidesystem of vital statistics;prescribing the
functionsof the StateDepartmentof Health, the StateAdvisory HealthBoard
andlocal registrars;imposing duties upon coroners,prothonotaries,clerks of
orphans’ court, physicians,midwives andother persons;requiring reportsand
certificates for theregistrationof vital statistics;regulatingthe dispositionof
deadbodies; limiting the disclosureof records;prescribingthe sufficiencyof
vital statisticsrecordsas evidence;prescribingfeesandpenalties;andrevising
andconsolidatingthe laws relating thereto,” further providing for functionsof
theDepartmentof Healthinvolving birth registration.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section401 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66),
knownas the Vital StatisticsLawof 1953,amendedJuly 11, 1990 (P.L.433,
No.106),isamendedto read:

Section401. Birth Registration:GeneralProvisions.—(a)A certificate
of eachbirth occurringin this Commonwealthshall befiled with the local
registrarof the district in whichthebirth occurswithin aperiod prescribed
by regulationsof the Advisory Health Board. The certificate shall be
prepared,signedandfiled by the attendingphysician or licensedmidwife,
exceptthat when there is no attendingphysician or licensedmidwife the
certificateshall beprepared,signedandfiled (1) by the father,or (2) in the
eventof hisdeath,disabilityor absence,by themother,or (3) in theeventof
herdeathor disability, by thehouseholderof thepremisesor superintendent
of theinstitution in which thebirth occurs,or (4) in theeventof theabsence
or disability of all personsheretofore named, then by such person
acquaintedwith the facts as the local registrarshall designate.TheSocial
Security number or numbersof each parent shall be obtained and
maintainedseparatelyby the departmentin a fashionthat permitsroutine
screenedinquiries, unless there is good cause for not requiring the
furnishing of such number or numbers in accordancewith Federal
regulations.This information is consideredconfidentialandis to bemade
availableonly to FederalandState agenciesresponsiblefor establishing
paternityor enforcingchild supportorders.

(b) Upon filing of the certificate, the departmentshall provide the
father or the mother with a brochure relating to the existenceof and
eligibility for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) under
Article XXIII of the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284),known as
“The InsuranceCompanyLawof 1921.”
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Section2. Thisactshall takeeffect in60 days.

APPRovED—The25thdayof June,A.D. 2001.
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