
SESSIONOF 2001 Act 2001-102 909

No.2001-102

AN ACT

SB 230

DesignatingDecember 15 of eachyearas“Bill of RightsDay.”

WHEREAS,On December 15, 1791,the Bill of Rights was ratified by
three-fourths of the states, making the Bill of Rights the first ten
amendmentsto the Constitution of theUnited Statesof America; and

WHEREAS, The Bill of Rights specifies the basic rights that all
Americansholdso dear:

ARTICLE I
Freedomof Religion, SpeechandPress.Right of Petition. Congressshall

makeno law respecting an establishmentof religion, or prohibiting the free
exercisethereof; or abridging the freedomof speech,or of thepress; or the
right of the peoplepeaceablyto assemble,andto petition the Government
for aredressof grievances.

ARTICLE II
Right of People to BearArms. A well regulated Militia, being necessary

to the securityof a free State, theright of the peopleto keep andbearArms,
shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE III
Quarteringof Troops. No Soldier shall, in timeof peacebe quarteredin

anyhouse, without consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a
manner to beprescribed by law.

AR11CLE IV
Personsand Houses to be Secure From Unreasonable Searches and

Seizures. The right of the people to be securein their persons, houses,
papers, andeffects,againstunreasonablesearchesandseizures,shall not be
violated, andnoWarrantsshall issue,but upon probable cause,supportedby
Oath or affirmation, and particularlydescribingthe place to be searched,
andthe personsor things to be seized.

ARTICLE V
Trials for Crimes. Compensationfor Private Property Taken for Public

Use.No person shall be held to answerfor acapital, or otherwise infamous
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in
casesarising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall anypersonbe subject for
the sameoffence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be
compelledin any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due processof law; nor shall
private property be taken for public use,without just compensation.
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ARTICLE VI
Rights of AccusedPersonsin Criminal Prosecutions.In all criminal

prosecutions,the accusedshallenjoythe right to aspeedyandpublic trial,
by an impartialjury of the Stateanddistrict whereinthe crimeshall have
beencommitted,which disthct shall havebeenpreviouslyascertainedby
law, andto be informed of the natureandcauseof the accusation;to be
confrontedwith the witnessesagainsthim; to havecompulsoryprocessfor
obtainingWitnessesin hisfavor, andto havethe Assistanceof Counselfor
hisdefence.

ARTICLE VII
Rights in Civil Suits. In Suits at commonlaw, where the value in

controversyshall exceedtwenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be
preserved,andno fact tried by ajury, shallbeotherwisereexaminedin any
Court of theUnited States,thanaccordingto therulesof thecommonlaw.

ARTICLE VIII
ExcessiveBail, FinesandPunishmentsProhibited.Excessivebail shall

not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punislunentsinflicted.

ARTICLE IX
ReservedRights of People. The enumerationin the Constitution, of

certainrights,shall notbe construedto denyor disparageothersretainedby
thepeople.

ARTICLE X
Powersnot Delegated,Reservedto StatesandPeople.The powersnot

delegatedtotheUnited Statesby theConstitution,norprohibitedby it tothe
States,arereservedto theStatesrespectively,or to thepeople;
and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania,the birthplaceof the Constitution of the
United States,wastheeighthstatetoratif~ytheBill ofRights.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Bill of RightsDay.
In recognition of the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendmentsto the

Constitution of the United Statesof America, which was ratified on
December15, 1791,December15 of eachyearis herebydesignatedas“Bill
of Rights Day.” The Governor is authorizedand requestedto issue a
proclamationeachyearrecognizingthe significanceof theBill of Rightsin
our lives and calling upon the people of this Commonwealth to
commemoratethe day with appropriate ceremonies and educational
activities.
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Section2. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPRoVED—The17thdayof December,A.D. 2001.
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